
 ‘Rabi Chaya’ a unique Cultural 
Festival of dance, drama and music, 
put together by Santiniketan Friends, 
will be held at the Bishop’s College 
Auditorium at 6.30 p.m. on January 
17. The event, supported by Indian 
High Commission is Sri Lanka also 

includes an International Art 
exhibition to be held 

from 9.30 a.m. to 
6.30 p.m. at the 

JDA Perera 
Gallery on 

February 
2 and 3. 

Around thirty contemporary art piec-
es by artists from around the world 
will be on display at the exhibition. 

‘Rabi Chaya’ covers the four cultur-
al aspects of Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore’s life, namely, music, dance, 
painting and drama. The music 
and dance festival will have perfor-
mances by talented Sri Lankan Artists 

(alumni of Santiniketan) as well 
as performances by the students, 

teachers and artistes from San-
tiniketan, India.

‘Shantini-
ketan 

Friends’ is an organisation formed 
by the Sri Lankan alumni of Shan-
tiniketan with a vision of providing 
platform for fresh Sri Lankan gradu-
ates from Shantiniketan as well as to 
promote Sri Lanka as a cultural hub 
for the promotion of art and culture 
in South Asia. 

It aims to promote Gurudev 
Tagore’s vision of unity through cul-
ture and fusion of expression through 
the medium of fine arts and culture. 
This is the fifth time ‘Shantinikethan 
Friends’ has organised a music and 
dance cultural festivals in Sri Lanka. 

Previously they 
presented ‘Char Adhyaya’ in 2012, 
‘Drishya Sandhya’ in 2013, ‘Triveni 
Confluence of Music, Dance and 
Arts2014 and ‘Sneha Varsha’ in 2015. 
“All these cultural festivals were 
highly recognised and appreciated by 
the audiences who appreciate Indian 
Culture with Sri Lankan traditions,” 
said the Festival Coordinator, Shelish 
Yadev. 

This time too,  famous Sri Lankan 
dancer and choreographer Chan-
dana Wickramasinghe, who is the 
President of the Santiniketan Friends, 
will, along with his troupe perform 
a fusion of Sri Lankan dance style 
absorbing the essence of Indian Bara-
tha Natyam and various other Indian 
dance forms. 

The other eminent Indian artistes 

participating in the festival are Pan-
dit Mukund Bhale, a world renown 
Tablist, Dr. Sunita Bhale, a famous 
musician and a vocalist and Unnath 
H.R, a well known name in the field 
of dance in India as well as abroad.

Pandit Mukund Bhale is known 
for his crisp and aesthetically rich 
handling of Tabla and Bayan. The 
total brilliance and sensitive touch of 
Tabla and Bayan makes him a differ-
ent artist. 

His refined accompaniment and 
dynamic solo performances have 
acclaimed praises by many stalwarts 
and the media. This is the first time 
that he’s going to perform for the Sri 
Lankan music lovers.  

Dr. Sunita Bhale, an enterprising 
name in the field of music in India, 
is a well appreciated teacher and a 

thinker 
too. Her presenta-

tion of the Ragas in the 
Gwalior Gharana style 
is punctuated with lively 

musical phrases, render-
ing a contemporary colour to 

the age-old-style. While keeping the 
purity of the Raga intact, she keeps 
the audience spellbound by graceful 
glides permissible within contours 
of Raga. Dr. Sunita has performed in 
many reputed festivals and being here 
in Sri Lanka to perform few times.  

Unnath H.R. has won several 
prestigious awards and titles and has 
directed many dance ballets, and cho-
reographed various dance repitary in 
Bharathnatyam and folk dances. He 
is a ‘A’ grade Artist at Dooradarshan( 
Indian Government headed Televi-
sion channel).

The Sri Lankan artistes partici-
pating in the festival include Vadya 
Nipun Peshala Manoj (Tablist, Vocal-
ist), Thilini Rodrigo Yadev (Vocal-
ist) and Maduranga Samarasinghe 
(Vocalist). 

Admission to the event is free

Dutu Thena Allanu, the latest theatre 
production by eminent actress and theatre 
director Kaushalya Fernando,  will go on 
boards at the Lionel Wendt Theatre on  
January 24. The play premiered at the same 
venue in December last year and was well 
received by the audiences. 

A satirical representation of a decadent 
socio-political reality where murderers, rap-
ists, rogues and racketeers bask in the freedom 
to roam the streets and consort with law 
enforcement officials because of their politi-
cal clout, the play is an adaptation of Nobel 
Prize-winning Nigerian dramatist and poet, 
Wole Soyinka’s 1977 farcical political read 
titled ‘Opera Wonyosi’.  

‘Come fly with me
Let’s fly, let fly away....’
Did the ‘bobby soxers’ scream in 

delight and applaud as Dr. Gananath 
Dasanayake started off his tribute 
concert for Frank Sinatra’s 100th birth 
anniversary which fell last month? 

Of course the ‘bobby soxers’ were 
there in full strength and their sup-
port must surely have been heartening 
to the artiste who later confessed he 
wasn’t quite certain which way the tide 
would turn!

His anxiety was unfounded. It was 
a capacity packed auditorium that 
greeted him as he walked in from the 
wings after being introduced by “Mrs 
Frank Sinatra” whose humorous spiel 
shone with creativity and prowess, 
hitherto not displayed by other female 
comperes.

I’ve enjoyed Gananath sing and play 
the sax many times on stages, though  
not so formal as the one on the day of 
his concert. But his performance that 
day radiated electricity that kept the 
audience musically happy enjoying his 
style in putting across the songs that 
Sinatra was associated with. 

The program ran something like 
twelve songs in swing tempo - your 
favourites and mine. There was ‘For 
Once In My Life’, the Sinatra special, 
‘Strangers In The Night’, Cole Porter’s ‘I 
Get A Kick Out Of You’, ‘The Lady Is a 
Tramp’, ‘That’s Life’, ‘All The Way’, the 
unbelievable hit, ‘New York, New York’, 
‘Fly Me To the Moon’, ‘My Way’ and 
‘Let’s Fall In Love’.

His improvisations on sax in practi-
cally every song gave added impact to 
his performance. He has cultivated the 
art of bringing emotionally to life the 
lyrics of a song which was a gift Sinatra 
has handed down to future ‘Sinatra 
singers’. 

Umaria Sinhawansa who was a 
guest artiste that day, sang ‘I’ve Got You 
Under My Skin’ with modern phrasing 
not sacrificing the swing tempo. She 
was joined by Devshan Perera when 
the duo sang Sinatra’s popular hit 
‘Something Stupid’. 

Mention must be made of the trio 
backing Gananath throughout his 
program. They were tight in their play-
ing giving him the musical support 
he needed. It was good to see Debbie 
Arnolda on keyboards and piano, play-
ing with ease and confidence. Nothing 
rattles her cool exterior. Niroshan de 
Silva on drums and Maxie Pietersz on 
double base, were equally supportive. 

“I’m glad my rhythm section was 
with me on stage. They are three peo-
ple who were committed and thus gave 
me the confidence to sail through the 
songs. I achieved what I always wanted 
to achieve – this personal tribute to 
Frank Sinatra. I’ve been singing since I 
was six years old and during my teens 
learnt more of Sinatra’s songs. I’m glad 
I did the concert ‘my way’ and with 
a appreciative audience I was quite 
relaxed on stage,” said Gananath when 
he mingled with the audience after the 
concert. 

This concert was in aid of the Sri 
Lanka Palliative Association and 
according to Gananath there will be 
another concert for Sinatra with the 
lesser heard songs, may be in June or 
July this year. Although there was no 
broken-in fedora, the medium–tempo 
swing was there and Gananath dis-
played his ability to navigate any line 
into the swing that epitomised Sinatra. 

Inspired by a mesmeric true 
story, ‘Kiting the Hurricane’ 
entails a spine-chilling narra-
tive of how one man battles 

the most powerful force on earth 
while wrestling against his inner 
demons, to relate a deeply emotional 
story ofsurvival. Soldier, Sailor, 
Adventurer, Privateer, Entrepreneur 
and Writer, Dom Mee accounts that 
ill-fated voyage across the North 
Atlantic, a decade later.

2005 was the most powerful hur-
ricane season ever recorded having 
claimed thousands of lives in North 
America and the Caribbean. Hur-
ricanes such as Katrina and Rita 
with the power of a nuclear bomb 
destroyed everything in their path 
leaving massive devastation in their 
wake. 

Dom Mee was attempting to cross 
the North Atlantic Ocean in the 
world’s first boat powered by kites 
until he was hit by the tail end of 
five hurricanes during the deadly 
season. In mountainous seas 
trapped on the notorious Grand 
Banks off Canada, he battled against 
the elements to instigate what would 
become a brutally honest story of 
endurance.

“I’m glad I’m not you Dom, hav-
ing to cross that beast now” a phrase 
Dom was particularly not fond of, 
as it was ringing in his ears from the 
night before leaving for that ill-fated 
voyage. But the Soldier in him was 
willing to put everything on the line 
for a venture that he didn’t even 
know would technically work. 

“But to win in life, you have to 
take risks”, Dom says.

The story unfolds with Dom’s 
comrade at sea, the equally tena-
cious kite-powered yacht ‘Little 
Murka’. Trying to organise where 
everything fitted in the tiny 6ft x2ft 
cabin, didn’t come easy to a man 
who towers at 6’1. 

With dimensions that weren’t 
designed for a trip of such mag-
nitude, nothing fitted into ‘Little 
Murk’a perfectly, including Dom. 
Maybe it should be called Tiny 
Murka, relates Dom, who confesses 
that many looked at him strangely 
having seen how undersized the ‘Lit-
tle Murka’ was.

The initial research into kites 
showed that they could have a mul-
titude of uses, but many were theo-
retical rather than proven practical 
applications. Well-travelled paths do 
not interest the adventurer inside, 
hence Dom trawled further. 

The downside of pioneering 
is the relentless pursuit of what 
might appear to be nothing, while 
the biggest headache seemed to be 
launching kites from a boat. No 
one had yet kited across an ocean; 
any attempt would be a world’s first 
as the early phases of research and 
development proved to be night-
marish confirming that technically, 
this was going to be extremely chal-
lenging. 

To add to the growing list of prob-
lems, Dom’s almost non-existent 
kiting experience meant, he had to 
learn the ropes fast. But in war, the 
heroes always outnumber the sol-
diers. And so he pressed on, pushed 
forward and pummeled the odds to 
get on that tiny vessel to conquer 
the monstrous Atlantic. 

Without giving the story com-
pletely away, Dom overcomes some 
of history’s worst hurricanes and 
storms, with only the ‘Little Murka’ 
and his faithful sea bird ‘Peter the 
Petrel’ by his side. 

Despite the terror of the storms 
Dom recounts the better side of 
this death defying voyage that 
brings him face to face with some 
of nature’s most astounding marine 
life. 

From a white sperm whale in the 
Pacific to having his tête-à-têtes 
with large pods of dolphins, Dom 
recounts peaceful moments being 
lulled on the ‘Little Murka’, while 
the ocean camouflaged its death 
wish beneath. Peace turns to horror 
as the man also comes face to face 
with an enormous 14ft shark, while 
hogging his ‘Little Murk’a that was 
merely but 10ft in length, against the 
beastly Shark.

After his miraculous rescue, Dom 
wentonto formulate a 4 member 
team that crossed the Atlantic in 
one of the fastest rows in history. A 
decade later, Dom Mee has made Sri 
Lanka his home and resides with his 
family, along the pristine coastline 
of Galle. 

Dom now seeks to explore and 
expand the boundaries of the global 
leisure industry with his newest ven-
ture, Kew Villas that are nestleda-
long the shores of Boossa, Galle.His 
second book, recounting his eight 
year fight against piracy on the high 
seasis also in the pipeline, along 
with three further books that pen 
his adventures in life.

-‘Kiting The Hurricane’ will be 
available in paperback at VijithaYapa 
Bookshops, Barefoot Bookshop, MD 
Gunasena Bookshops, LakeHouse 
Bookshop and Makeen Bookshop.

                  

Entertainment
Diary

Sunday Jan 17
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
 Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Heat – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.

Monday, Jan 18
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Heat – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Jan 19
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m. 
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan 20
C & C – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m. 
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.

Thursday, Jan 21 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
C & C – Shore by 0 – 8 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Los Pardians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

Friday, Jan 22
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Three Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan 23
Sackoba Sing-a-long – Sohan & the X’periments – BMICH 
Banquet Hall – 7 p.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Tsing Tao – 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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A riveting story 
   of survival

“For me, the call of the 
ocean became so loud 
that I could not shut it 
out. It was my church, my 
sanity; it was somewhere 
I actually fitted in. The 
deep and mysterious 
ocean does not tolerate 
egos; it strips you bare. 
It’s a violent father and 
a loving mother, but it’s 
always hungry for the 
souls of men” 

– Dom Mee

Book – 
Kiting the Hurricane
Author – Dom Mee

‘Rabi Chaya’

Goodbye 
Bowie

The star who transcended music, 
art and fashion dies at the age 
of 69TR

IB
UT

E

David Bowie, the infi-
nitely changeable, 
fiercely forward-looking 
songwriter who taught 
generations of musi-

cians about the power of drama, 
images and personas, died last Sun-
day (January 10), two days after his 
69th birthday.

His death was confirmed by his 
publicist, Steve Martin, on Monday 
morning. No other details were pro-
vided.

Bowie had been treated for cancer 
for the last 18 months, according 
to a statement on his social-media 
accounts. “David Bowie died peace-
fully today surrounded by his family,” 
a post on his Facebook page read.

His last album, ‘Blackstar’, a col-
laboration with a jazz quartet that 
was typically enigmatic and explora-
tory, was released on Friday — his 
birthday. He is to be honoured with 
a concert at Carnegie Hall on March 
31 featuring the Roots, Cyndi Lauper 
and the Mountain Goats.

He had also collaborated on an Off 
Broadway musical, ‘Lazarus’, which 
was a surreal sequel to the 1976 film 
that featured his definitive screen 
role, ‘The Man Who Fell to Earth’.

Bowie wrote songs, above all, about 
being an outsider: an alien, a misfit, 
a sexual adventurer, a faraway astro-
naut. His music was always a mutable 
blend — rock, cabaret, jazz and what 
he called “plastic soul” — but it was 
suffused with genuine soul. He also 
captured the drama and longing of 

everyday life, enough to give him No. 
1 pop hits like ‘Let’s Dance’.

In concerts and videos, Bowie’s 
costumes and imagery traversed 
styles, eras and continents, from 
German Expressionism to comme-
dia dell’arte to Japanese kimonos to 
spacesuits. He set an example, and a 
challenge, for every arena spectacle in 
his wake.

If he had an anthem, it was 
‘Changes’, from his 1971 album 
‘Hunky Dory’, which proclaimed:

Turn and face the strange,
Ch-ch-changes,
Oh look out now you rock and roll-

ers,
Pretty soon now you’re gonna get 

older.
Bowie earned admiration and 

emulation across the musical spec-
trum — from rockers, balladeers, 
punks, hip-hop acts, creators of pop 
spectacles and even classical compos-
ers like Philip Glass, who based two 
symphonies on Bowie’s albums ‘Low’ 
and ‘Heroes’.

Bowie’s constantly morphing per-
sona was a touchstone for performers 
like Madonna and Lady Gaga; his 
determination to stay contemporary 
introduced his fans to Philadelphia 
funk, Japanese fashion, German elec-
tronica and drum-and-bass dance 
music.

Nirvana chose to sing ‘The Man 
Who Sold the World’, the title song 
of Bowie’s 1970 album, in its brief set 
for ‘MTV Unplugged in New York’ in 
1993. ‘Under Pressure’, a collabora-

tion with the glam-rock group 
Queen, supplied a bass line for 
the 1990 Vanilla Ice hit ‘Ice Ice 
Baby’.

Yet throughout Bowie’s 
metamorphoses, he was always 
recognisable. His voice was 
widely imitated but always 
his own; his message was that 
there was always empathy 
beyond difference.

Angst and apocalypse, 
media and paranoia, distance 
and yearning were among 
Bowie’s lifelong themes. So 
was a penchant for transgres-
sion coupled with a deter-
mination to push cult tastes 
toward the mainstream.

Bowie was a person of 
relentless reinvention. He 
emerged in the late 1960s 
with the voice of a rock belter but 
with the sensibility of a cabaret sing-
er, steeped in the dynamics of stage 
musicals.

He was Major Tom, the lost astro-
naut in his career-making 1969 hit 
‘Space Oddity’. He was Ziggy Star-
dust, the otherworldly pop star at the 
centre of his 1972 album, ‘The Rise 
and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the 
Spiders From Mars’.

He was the self-destructive ‘Thin 
White Duke’ and the minimalist but 
heartfelt voice of the three albums he 
recorded in Berlin in the ’70s.

Bowie was his generation’s stand-
ard-bearer for rock as theatre: some-
thing constructed and inflated yet 

sin-
cere in its artifice, saying 
more than naturalism could. With a 
voice that dipped down to baritone 
and leapt into falsetto, he was com-
plexly androgynous, an explorer of 
human impulses that could not be 
quantified.

He also pushed the limits of ‘Fash-
ion’ and ‘Fame’, writing songs with 
those titles and also thinking deeply 
about the possibilities and strictures 
of pop renown.

Bowie was married for more than 
20 years to the international model 
Iman, with whom he had a daughter, 
Alexandria Zahra Jones. They sur-
vive him, as does his son from his 

mar-
riage to the former Mary 
Angela Barnett, Duncan Jones, a 
director best known for the 2009 film 
‘Moon’.

David Robert Jones was born in 
London on January 8, 1947, where as 
a youth he soaked up rock ’n’ roll. He 
took up the saxophone in the 1960s 
and started leading bands as a teen-
ager, singing the blues in a succession 
of unsuccessful groups and singles. 
He suffered a blow in a teenage brawl 
that caused his left pupil to be per-
manently dilated.

-NYT

Doing things his way
Dr Gananath’s musical tribute 
to Frank Sinatra

Sonam on stage
Award winning singer, 

Sonam Kalra and her 
Sufi Gospel Project will 

perform at the New Kathiresan 
Hall, Colombo 6, from 7.00 
p.m. on January 16. The per-
formance in part of Sangam: 
Festiva of India in Sri Lana 
2015-2016 organised by the 
Indian High Commission in Sri 
Lanka.

Sonam Kalra has been 
trained in both Indian and 
Western traditions of music, 
receiving her training in Hin-
dustani Indian classical music 

under Shubha Mudgal and in 
western music – Opera, Gospel 
and Jazz under Hur Chul Yung 
and Ashlee Clement in Singa-
pore.

 ‘The Sufi Gospel Project’ is 
a unique genre of music, which 
blends the many voices of faith, 
through poetry, prayer and 
music to create one universal 
voice of faith.

Kalra’s all inclusive definition 
of Sufism and message of peace 
and oneness has made her a 
popular voice at prestigious 
festivals and venues around 

London, Colombo, Singapore, 
Pakistan, Oman, Kuwait, Leba-
non, Tunisia, Mauritius, Egypt, 
South Africa and the United 
States of America. She has per-
formed in over 15 countries in 
the last two years. 

Kalra is the recipient of the 
Devi Award 2014  instituted 
by The Indian Express news-
paper for her innovation and 
creativity in music as well as 
The L’Oreal Femina Women Of 
Worth Award 2015 for Excel-
lence in Music and the Per-
forming Arts.

Dutu Thena Allanu 
back on stage

ENJOYABLE SWING TRIBUTE

DANCE

An evening of English Poetry
The British Council had an even-

ing of English Poetry in memory 
of Rex Baker, Representative from 
1984 to 1990  on Tuesday, (January 
12).  ‘Poets and their Visions,  a col-
lection of essays by Prof Rajiva on 
English poetry, published by Godage 
and Sons, was also launched on this 
occasion.

The highlight of the evening was 
readings of the poetry in the col-
lection by Ranmali Mirchandani 
and Rohan Ponniah. Such readings 
had been a common feature among 

British Council activities when Rex 
Baker was representative, in the days 
before multiple television and radio 
stations. The poems were arranged 
under four themes, ‘Love’, ‘Love and 
Death’, ‘Laughter and Tears’ and 
‘Transitions’. Old favourites from 
Shakespeare figured prominently 
in the programme, with Rohan and 
Ranmali capturing vividly both the 
romance of Romeo and Juliet, and 
the tragic fate of Othello and Des-
demona. Shelley’s Elegy on Keats 
contrasted with Byron’s mocking of a 

ruler aiming at immortality; Hardy’s 
grief for his dead wife provided a 
pendant to Housman’s celebration of 
an athlete dying young. 

The audience relished the humour 
of Gibert’s account of the British 
House of Lords and Edward Lear’s 
description of his aged Uncle Arly. 
But there was also stress on nostal-
gia, including, in the introduction by 
Prof Wijesinha, the opening of Eliot’s 
‘Waste Land’ with its evocation of 
the lost world of pre First World 
War Europe; Auden’s brooding lines 

at the opening of the Second World 
War; then Kipling’s celebration of the 
lost Road through the Woods, and 
finally what I have often thought of 
as the saddest poem in the language, 
Mathew Arnold’s ‘Dover Beach’, 
the world seen as a darkling plane, 
where ignorant armies clash by 
night.’

British Council Director in wel-
coming the guests noted the fact that 
both Prof Wijesinha and Ranmali 
Mirchandani had worked in the Arts 
for the British Council in the past, 

and referred to the Council’s tradi-
tion of promoting English Literature. 
Prof Wijesinha spoke about Rex 
Baker and his immense contribu-
tion, to Education and Science and 
Technology as well as the written 
and the performing arts. The event 
was graced by the presence of the 
publisher, Godage, and also the doy-
enne of English dons, Prof Lakshmi 
de Silva of the University of Kelani-
ya, who had been present at the 
original poetry readings arranged by 
the Council in the eighties. 
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Dr. Gananath Dasanayake

Maxie Pietersz 
– double bass Niroshan de Silva 

– drums

Debbie Arnolda 
– keyboards

Ruwanthie de Chickera’s latest thea-
tre venture “Dear Children, Sincerely…” 
an international theatre collaboration 
between Rwanda and Sri Lanka, will go 
on boards in Sri Lanka this January.  

‘Dear Children, Sincerely…’ is a pro-
duction created through in-depth con-
versations with a cross section of senior 
citizens born in the 1930s. 

Part of a wider theatre project encom-
passing eight other countries, the launch 
of this endeavour will feature the pro-
ject’s first international theatre collabo-
ration between Sri Lanka and Rwanda, 
devised and performed by artistes from 
both countries. Performed first in Rwan-
da as part of the Ubumuntu Arts Festival 
last year, this play has been developed 
on conversations with the generation 
born in the 1930s in both Sri Lanka and 
Rwanda.

‘Dear Children, Sincerely…’ will be 
performed on the January 29, 30 and 
31, 2016 at 7.30 p.m. at the Western 
Province Aesthetic Resort (opposite the 
Planetarium and adjoining the Royal 
College Gym).

In addition to the Rwandan-Sri Lan-
kan collaboration, the project ‘Dear 

Children Sincerely…’ will also feature 
a parallel show titled – ‘A conversation 
across generations’, which is a series of 
Monologues created from the conversa-
tions with this very same generation.  

The Monologues, directed by Tracy 
Holsinger, will be followed by mediated 
discussions on the issues raised in the 
performed monologues.  This parallel 
event will be held on the morning of the 
theatre performance on the January 30 
and 31, 2016 at the International Centre 
for Ethnic Studies (entry by prior regis-
tration only)

Contact Stages Theatre Group for 
more details – 076 878 1095, Email – 
info@stages.lk 

Dear Children, Sincerely…
… and a conversation across generations 
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