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Entertainment
Diary

Sunday Feb 7 
Rukshan Perera Live in Concert – Bishop’s College 
Auditorium – 7 p.m. 
Jazz & Blue Festival – Galle Face Hotel – 12 p.m. 
Heat – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.

Monday, Feb 8
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Heat – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m

Tuesday, Feb 9
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb 10 
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m

Thursday, Feb 11
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Los Pardians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
C & C – Shore by 0 – 8 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 

Friday, Feb 12
The Wedding Show – BMICH – 10 a.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Three Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb 13
The Wedding Show – BMICH – 10 a.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Tsing Tao – 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

Kaushalya Fernando’s ‘Dutu Thena 
Allanu’ (Wanted) staged on January 24 
was a laudable success. Set in the era 
of Jean-Bédel Bokassa’s tyrannical rule 

in Central Africa it is an entertaining political 
critique. Overall casting was well done. Shanaka 
Fernando as Jonathan Anikura performed 
well as did Dilum Buddhike as Colonel 
Moses whose visage slightly reflected Claude 
Rains in Casablanca. Mayura Perera as Police 
Commissioner Brown and Dhanushka Dias as 
‘Captain’ Macheath projected effective presence. 
Saviour Kanishka performed optimally as one 
of the hoodlums but sadly lacked acuteness of 
delivery as the lawyer. 

The wedding scene was particularly 
entertaining with Victor Sylvester’s popular 
ballroom piece coupled with ‘rock around the 
clock’ adding much liveliness. Stagecraft was 
tastefully devised to suit the logistical needs of 
scene switching, while being visually effective. 
The prison, Bokassa’s palace, and the execution 
scene for example were minimalist while 
Anikura’s home and the criminal’s hideout 
depicted facets closer to a realist theatre set. 

Costumes were very well done and must be 
especially commended. 

Sometimes switching of scenes seemed 
a bit hurried and the actors themselves 
disentangling from their stance of character 
and becoming stagehands in clear sight was 
somewhat unappealing. Hopefully, it can be 
better executed in the future meeting logistical 
needs without noticeably intruding on viewer 
perception. Due to depictions of boozing, 
occasional expletives, and subject matter like 
prostitution, it is my opinion that this play may 
not be suitable for young children. 

It is partly a musical with song and dance 
that complements the play’s schema of story 
theme and visual motifs, offering good 
entertainment and strong food for thought. 
In the end when Bokassa’s pardon to petty 
criminals grants Macheath clemency, it may 
signpost how Macheath compared to Bokassa, 
could ironically, qualify as a ‘petty criminal’. 

Harum-scarum 
government abounded 
in the Punchi Theatre 
on January 30, as 

‘Anthakpuraya Horu Kadala’ 
(Thieves break into the harem) 
came to life on the boards. 
Originally written by Kothmale 
P.G. Seneviratne and adapted to 
the stage in its present form and 
directed by Priyantha Ranjan, this 
stage play is a humorous satire that 
paradoxes a cross-section of issues 
seen in the political landscape of 
days not so long past. As a farce 
this play proves successful. It is 
very entertaining and works well 
for contemporary popular Sinhala 
theatregoers. With elaborate 
costumes depicting monarchical 
times and a narrative form that 
switches between colloquial and 
antiquated speech coupled with 
good musicality of singing verse it 
is a play that possesses veins woven 
with tropes characteristic of olden 
folk play stylistics while delivering 

a modern pulse to viewers. 
The royal treasury is empty 
due to the super luxurious 

indulgences of the king and his 
family. But a new palace for the 
growing harem must be built. 
The best position for a woman in 
the kingdom to be in is the royal 
harem, and women are simply 
obsessed with getting there! The 
king is desperate for a male heir 
borne by a woman with certain 
specific ‘marks’ as it is only then, as 
predicated by his soothsayer, will 
the throne he captured remain with 

his progeny for perpetuity. That 
is why the harem is continually 
growing and causing problems 
throughout the land and also within 
the royal household! The finale is 
one that is very much a cruel slap 
in the face to the present polity too. 
Due to the central subject matter 
this drama it is not well suited for 
children. Overall the performance 
was good and deserves robust 
applause.

Years did I wait to capture 
a return of ‘No Return’, 
as the English title goes, 
of veteran Sinhala theatre 

practitioner Rajitha Dissanayake’s 
‘Apahu Herenna Behe’. And the 
opportunity came my way on 
January 29, when the drama went 
on board the Wendt and I watched 
once more this politically explosive 
drama set in the time of the last 
phase of Sri Lanka’s separatist 
war. Stagecraft in terms of set 
design was patently minimalist 
and aptly manoeuvrable to meet 
logistical needs of scene switching. 
The narrative mode adheres to 
proscenium conventionalism. As a 
theatre practitioner, Dissanayake 
is a social critic whose credo of 
contemporary storytelling via the 
proscenium, as seen in his other 
plays, is clearly observable in 
‘Apahu Herenna Behe’ as well. 

When a young idealist returns 
to the country after completing his 
overseas education he realises that 
putting his knowledge to serve his 
country by accepting a position in 
a government institution he sees 
his conscience, financial security, 
and reputation thrown into turmoil. 
Integrity, ‘national security’, an 

individual’s conscience, the people’s 
right to information, domestic 
stability, are themes that come out 
as clashing ‘interests’ in this drama. 

Dissanayake’s works strongly 
reflect the political climates in 
which they are conceived and 
thus today ‘Apahu Herenna Behe’ 
proves its worth as an artist’s 
creative perception of a facet of the   

political environs that prevailed not 
so long ago. The performance was 
overall well done and benefitted 
from the talents of a cast of 
seasoned actors. And the song 
‘Ara balanna sudha’ which hit a 
memorable note when the play first 
opened in 2008, did ring out its 
jovial pulse much to the audience’s 
appreciation. 

British maestro Gregory Rose will 
conduct Beethoven’s transcendent 
Mass in C with the Chamber Music 
Society of Colombo (CMSC) and the 
Coro Populorum and Coro Sacrum 
at St. Lucia’s Cathedral in Kotahena, 
Colombo 13, on Sunday, February 14 
at 6.00 p.m. The Mass is presented by 
the Archdiocese of Colombo.  

Beethoven wrote this work in 
1807, at the request of Prince Nicolas 
Estherhazy, patron for many years of 
Joseph Haydn, who still remained alive 
but no longer composed. The work 
was first performed on 13 September 
1807, at the castle of Eisenstadt, not 
far from Vienna. The composer, aged 
37 and in full maturity, conducted his 
own work.

It appears the prince did not 
appreciate the work, judging it 
probably too “modern”. He is supposed 
to have said: “But, Beethoven, what 
have you done here?”  Nevertheless 
Beethoven was very satisfied, asserting 
“to have treated the text like it not 
previously been done”.

When the work was edited, in 
November 1812, at Breitkopf & Härtel 

(of Leipzig), it was dedicated to Prince 
Kinsky.

This mass will have a classical 
orchestra, a quartet of vocal soloists, 
(Meneka Sahabandu, Peshali Yapa, 
Jaliya Senanayake and Laknath 
Seneviratne) a large mixed choir 
of soprano, alto, tenor and bass. 
The performance held at St. Lucia’s 
Cathedral in Kotahena, Colombo 
13 will be a part of a Holy Mass 
with chief celebrant His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith. The event 
is sponsored by Fairway Holdings.  
Entrance is free.

‘Prajathanthrayata Jayawewa’ by Gunaratne Ekanayake will be launched on 
February 12 at Nipun Book Centre, Soysapura at 9.30 p.m.

‘Susara 2016’, the grand musical  
show, organised by the Eastern 
Music Unit of Dharmaraja 
College, will be held on February 
12 (6.00 p.m.) the school 
auditorium.  Slated to perform 
at the event are Uresha Ravihari, 
Sanka Dineth, and veteran singer 
Edward Jayakody.

‘Susara’ is a showcasing of 
musical talent from Kandy schools 
with students from Dharmaraja 
College taking centre stage. 

This highlight of Susara 2016 
will be the presentation of ‘Susara 
Pragunya Prabhasana’, to one of 
the music teachers of the Kandy 
Educational Zone. 

International Centre for 
Ethnic Studies (ICES) will 
host a reading on (Un)Civil 
Wars by Dr. Yasmin Tambiah, 
an  award-winning creative 
writer with work anthologised 
in publications in the USA, Sri 
Lanka and Australia, including 
Award Winning Australian 
Writing 2014, edited by Chioe 
Brien, at the ICES Auditorium, 
2, Kynsey Terrace, Colombo 8, at 
4.30 p.m. on Monday, February 8

Tambiah, who is a researcher, 

research manager and creative 
writer, will read from her work 
in progress, a collection of prose-
poetry that records and responds 
to conflict both political and 
cultural. While informed by Sri 
Lanka’s long war, settings for 
the writing include the USA, 
Europe, the Caribbean, and 
Australia.

Trained as a European 
medievalist, her subsequent 
published research has 
focused on sexuality, ethnicity 

and criminal law in post-
colonial states; sexuality and 
militarisation; and gender and 
governance in South Asia. 
Tambiah was a senior research 
fellow at the International 
Centre for Ethnic Studies, 
Colombo, and a co-director of 
the Centre for Feminist Legal 
Research, New Delhi. She has 
also managed interdisciplinary 
research projects for the 
Australian Council of Learned 
Academies. 

C
harin Mendis (JEXTR GRIN) and Yathra 
Jayawardene (ZIA MOZ) will be doing Sri 
Lanka proud later this week, when they 
attend the 58th Annual Grammy Awards 

in Los Angeles.
Invited to the All Star event scheduled for 

February 15 on the strength on their outstanding 
musical body of work, the duo will be joining the 
crème de la crème in the global music industry.

The Grammy Award, an accolade by the 
National Academy of Recording Arts and 
Sciences of the United States that recognises 
outstanding achievement in the music industry, 
is the musical version of the Oscars, and the 
Emmy Awards. 

The awards ceremony is watched by over 
30 million viewers on TV alone and its virtual 
reach is far greater than any world event 
alongside the Oscars.

Charin Mendis, who 
has worked with many 
international artistes 
as a ghost 

producer, 
engineer and writer, 

received his first invitation 
back in 2012,  making him the 

first Sri Lankan to be officially 
invited to the Grammys.

A multifaceted creative 
connoisseur and entrepreneur who is 
also an accomplished and highly qualified 
musician, Mendis is the co-founder 
of ‘5TRAWBERIFIELD5’, a creative 

collective he operates with business partner 
and colleague Yathra Jayawardene. He recently 
re-launched his band ‘THE BATTERII’ and is set to 
release an album at the end of this year. 

Yathra and Mendis go by the stage names 
ZIA MOZ and JEXTR GRIIN respectively. His 
collaboration album with Yathra, ‘Popsycle’ is also 
set to be released worldwide this June. The pre 

released first single of the album is achieving 
success internationally.

Mendis, on his fifth invite this year, will be 
attending the event with partner Yathra. “You 
would think it would be a little less exciting for 
me to attend the awards as I have done this a 
couple of times of before, but honestly it is still 
as exciting and nerve wrecking as the first time” 
he says.

A business woman, songwriter and a talented 
fashion designer, Yathra is the granddaughter 
of the late Swanee Jayawardene, pioneer of the 
Tie-dye and Batik industry in Sri Lanka, and is 
the first and only Sri Lankan female songwriter 
to be inducted as a member into the Songwriters 
Hall of Fame in the USA. Her extensive work 
in the music industry is what has led her to be 
featured in five time Grammy Award winning 
songwriter and producer Devine Evans’ book 
‘The Diary of a Song Writer’, backed by several 
A-list artists such as Queen Latifah. The book 
follows stories of the struggle to break into 
the music industry as a woman and Yathra 
Jayawardene is the only Asian representative to 
be featured in the book.

“It’s amazing” she says, “I’m thrilled to be 
involved with such an inspiring project.”

Their itinerary for the Grammy Week includes 
attending Clive Davis’ Pre-Grammy party, 
Yathra’s book launch, the Annual Grammy 
Celebration, the Grammy Premier Telecast and 
Worldwide Telecast as well as the famous after 
parties. While there they hope to spread word 
about their new album ‘Popsycle’ and discuss 
future collaborations with prominent artists and 
producers.

This years’ Grammy Awards is set to feature 
performances from the likes of Adele, Kendrick 
Lamar, Ellie Goulding, James Bay, Tori Kelly, 
Sam Hunt, Carrie Underwood, Little Big Town, 
The Weekend and many more.

- Hiru Entertainment

The Namel Malini Punchi 
Theatre in Borella is making 
preparations to launch a 
6-month creative workshop 
for novices who wish to 
become theatre practitioners. 
The head of the institution, 
veteran theatre practitioner 
Namel Weeramuni intends 
this course to provide not 
only training in stage acting 
but also for playwriting. 
Plot construction for theatre 
with the participants of the 

workshop is one of the key 
aims. A host of seasoned 
practitioners of the stage 
will provide knowledge and 
training for participants. The 
culmination of the course will 
be a stage drama production. 
Around 30 are expected to 
be selected for participation.  
Applications for both children 
and adults will open from 
February 14. For further 
information please contact 
Punchi Theatre.  

mounts a 
dynamic 
presence

Farcical satirical 
political refl ections

Drama

‘Wanted’
On the 25th January 

at Bonikki Gedara’ a 
Sinhala translation of 
Henrik Ibsen’s ‘A Doll’s 

House’, directed by Saman Zoysa, 
was staged at The Tower Hall on 
January 25.  Presented by Universal 
Theatre Circle, the drama offered 
theatricality of an appreciable 
nature, with well rehearsed lines and 
movement, though the dialogues 
seemed rushed at times. Overall the 
acting showed competency on the 
part of the players. Sumudu Yatawara 
as Mrs. Linde must be especially 

commended.
The last part where 

the transformation 
of Nora occurs, the 
rhythm and beat in 
her pace of words 
were almost the same. 
The words and facial 
expressions, and 
even the tone were 
different; however 
her portrayal seemed 
bereft of an inner 
silence of despondency 
to reflect the more 
contemplative woman 
that has arisen out of 
the dilemma. A better 
fine tuned change of 
psyche could have 
been depicted to show 

a transforming psychology within 
the character. 

The stage set was not one in 
the strictest representation of the 
‘realism models’ ascribed to the 
theatre of Ibsen and Chekhov, but 
it was still a convincing pragmatic 
design that served functional 
purpose as opposed to symbolic 
value which may be found in more 
post modern motifs for theatre. 
Costumes and make up were 
appreciably convincing to deliver 
an overall success.  

A Doll’s House is a prescribed 
text for A/Ls, BA and postgraduate 
courses. It must be borne in mind 
in this climate as Sri Lanka’s 
divorce rate is skyrocketing, that if 
not acutely deciphered this story 
comes off as simply a story of a 
woman who just ‘ups and leaves’ 
without a second thought because 
she had had enough of a life as a 
mother and wife, feeling no moral 
obligations to her children and 
husband.

comes to life

A critic’s 
quartet

Dilshan Boange 
steps away from 

the tried and tested 
and presents a 

novel approach to 
drama reviewing 

with this new series 
‘A Critic’s Quartet’, 
where he reviews 
four stage plays 

performed between 
January 24

and 30
An awaited return of

‘No Return’
The son of Sri Lanka’s and  

Australia’s legendary 
International Pop Star 
Alston Koch has been 

embraced by the film industry 
in Hollywood.  He has been 
signed on to start in Nightwalk, 
a film starring Eric Roberts (Julie 
Roberts’ brother) and Patrick 
Kilpatrick amongst a star cast of 
other known Hollywood actors 
and actresses. The movie is being 
filmed both in the USA and 
Morocco.

Executive producer Keith 
Barrows and director Aziz Tazi 
flew to Morocco to complete 
filming after special scenes in 
Beverley Hills and Bel Air were 
completed,  where Frederick 
James Koch was filmed driving 

over a cliff to 
his death in a 
terrifying scene 
where he is forced 
over a canyon 
on Mullholland 
Drive, a 
well known 
mountainous 
road.

“Frederick 
James Koch 
has that ‘extra-
ordinary’ look 
about himself 
with that 
charismatic delivery 
which makes him a much sought 
after actor in Hollywood,” said 
Keith Barrows. 

“I predict a great future for 

this young man who incidentally 
wrote & sings the title track of the 
film as well,” he said, explaining 
that they were  held spellbound 
when he just picked up a guitar 
and got down to the business 
of singing’ on a set one balmy 
evening in Morocco.

The song was co-written 
and produced by the legendary 
Morris Hayes, a ‘Black Hall 

Of Fame’ inductee and music 
director to music icon PRINCE 
over the last 20 years.

“I have ear marked him for 
a slate of my films, which we 
hope to start in the next months 
and especially a film now in the 
pre-production stage to be shot 
in Ghana,” Barrows said, adding 
that Koch is also shortlisted to 
star in a jungle adventure film 
‘The Leopard Tree’ based on a 
true story, which they hope to 
film in Sri Lanka towards the end 
of the year.

Making his debut in the award 
winning Chandran Rutnam 
film ‘A Common Man’ with Sir 
Ben Kingsley filmed entirely in 
Sri Lanka had Koch playing a 
detective.

He plays the part of an 
investigative journalist in 
‘Nightwalk’ falling prey to a ‘Bikie 
gang’

He gets murdered due to his 
interference in an intriguing 
murder trial while trying to help 
his best friend who is on death 
row awaiting execution. 

Frederick James Koch has 
also been shortlisted for a movie 
called ‘Fore-closure’ a thrilling 
horror film to be made by Alta 
Vista Entertainment Group in the 
coming months.

Koch makes it 
in Hollywood
Frederick James Koch born to
Sri Lankan parents has been signed on 
for the Hollywood film ‘Nightwalk’
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With Executive producer Keith Barrows and director Aziz Tazi On the set of NIGHTWALK in Hollywood

With Jacqui Fernandez in Hollywood

With Franco Masada & the President of The Bikies (Los Angeles)
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