
 ‘Tunkal Dutu 
Paranavitane’, a book on 
Sri Lanka’s pioneering 
archaeologist and 
epigraphist, compiled 
by Sirisaman Wijetunge, 
Secretary of Prof. 
Senarat Paranavitane 
Commemoration 
Foundation and former 
Assistant Director 
of Publications and 
Media, Department 
of Archaeological Survey, 
Coordinating Secretary, Minister 
of National Heritage and former 
Media Consultant of the Central 
Cultural Fund, will be launched at the 
Mahaweli Centre on at 3.00 p.m. on 
March 23. 

The launch event will be held 
under the chairmanship President 
Maithripala Sirisena, with the 
participation of Akila Viraj 
Kariyawasam, Minister of Education 
and S.B. Navinne, Minister of Cultural 
Affairs. Venerable Banagala Upatissa 
Maha Thera, Chief Incumbent of the 
Cetiyagiri Vihara in Sanchi, President 
of the Sri Lanka Mahabodhi Society 
and Chief Sanghanayake of Japan, 
will be attending the event as the 
distinguished Religious Patron.

The first copy of the book will 
be presented to President Sirisena, 

after which, it will be 
formally launched with 
the presentation to Prof.  
Leelananda Prematilleke, 
who had the rare honour of 
serving as Lecturer together 
with Prof. Paranavitane, 
from the commencement 
of the Department of 
Archaeology, University of 
Peradeniya in 1960. After 
the retirement of Prof. 
Paranavitane in December 
1964, Prof. Prematilleke 
sustained the premier status 

of the Department for nearly three 
decades, together with a team of 
distinguished senior Dons, including 
Prof. Sudarshan Seneviratne, a scholar 
of international recognition. 

The Keynote Address will be made 
by Prof. Prishanta Gunawardena, 
Director General, Central Cultural 
Fund, on ‘The influence that would 
be exerted by the great savant, Prof. 
Senarat Paranavitane on the future of 
Sri Lankan Archaeology’. 

The launch is organised 
by the Senerat Paranavitane 
Commemoration Foundation, 
together with the Department of 
Archaeology, Department of National 
Archives, the Central Cultural Fund 
and the Department of National 
Museums.

English Grammar and Usage, the 
latest book by R.S. Karunaratne, 
draws on his long years of 

experience as a teacher and Visiting 
Lecturer in English. This enables him 
to address the needs of the Sri Lankan 
learner in a manner that eludes the 
foreign English consultants and foreign 
authors of textbooks. 

He avoids the conceptual mistakes of 
the Presidential Task Force in English 
of the previous government. It was 
entrusted with the admirable aim of 
improving English skills island-wide, 
but the implementation was a costly 
failure. It decided to use two registers 
to teach English: Sri Lankan English 
for speech and International Standard 
English for writing. 

Sri Lankan English is discernible 
in practice, but it has no generally 
accepted and recognised standard form 
as yet. Moreover, to make an issue of it 
is unnecessary: Sri Lankans will speak 
as Sri Lankans as a matter of course. 
If one teaches some sort of Sri Lankan 
English, whatever that may mean to 
diverse teachers, the result is likely to 
be that the learners will produce less 
desirable versions. 

International Standard 
English

An attempt to teach writing through 
what has been called International 
Standard English is a non-starter: 
such a variety of English does not 
exist. Of course, teaching English by 
means of two registers is itself not a 
pedagogically advisable procedure. 
Normal people speak and write in 
much the same way, except that, in 
writing, some colloquial features are 
eschewed. Karunaratne, in his book, 
wisely does not make the varieties of 
English, real or imaginary, an issue. 
Rather, he proceeds to teach the kind 
of English, which educated Sri Lankans 
use. In the first part, he takes into 
account the whole range of grammar 

that a learner needs – from active and 
passive voice, through nouns to verb 
forms. Teaching prepositions bulks 
large, quite rightly, as this is an aspect 
of language that the second-language 
learner finds particularly difficult to 
master.

     Karunaratne is aware that not 
only grammar but usage forms an 
important ingredient in sentence 
construction. He devotes the second 
part of his book to usage. Some aspects 
of language cannot be explained in 
terms of grammar, but only in terms 
of usage handed down, and altered, 
through the ages. For example, 
the distinction between ‘shall’ and 
‘will’ is purely a matter of usage. It 
was important earlier, but now the 
distinction is blurred.

Teaching grammar
Teaching grammar has been an 

issue in English Language Teaching. 
Karunaratne belongs to the school 
which believes in teaching grammar 
directly. Others think grammar is 
best taught indirectly while adopting 
different approaches. Whatever the 
approach, grammar and usage are 
important. They are sinews of the 
language.

 Karunaratne’s lessons are rich in 
examples. He provides explanations 
which the intelligent learner will 
require. The exercises are accompanied 
by a key, which will assist especially 
those engaged in self-study. Altogether, 
the book will foster in the learner an 
ability to use the language creatively: 
s/he will be able to use the language 
in unpredicted situations in real life 
outside its pages.

                  

32 SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 2016 The Arts

Entertainment
Diary

Sunday, March 20
Katukurunda Circuit Meet 2016 - 8.30 a.m.
Divorce Me Darling – Bishop’s College Auditorium – 7 p.m.
Music and fashion – Royal Turf Club – 
Nuwara Eliya – 9.30 a.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Heat – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Monday, March 21
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Heat – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m
Tuesday, March 22
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m. 
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 23
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Aubrey & Heat – The Keg – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m. 
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Thursday, March 24
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
C & C – Shore by 0 – 8 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Friday, March 25
The witness – Peoples Church – 6.30 p.m.
Lifestyle Fair – BMICH – 10.00 a.m.
Three Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Aubrey & Heat – The Keg – 8 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Saturday, March 26
Lifestyle Fair – BMICH – 10.00 a.m.
The Witness – People’s Church – 6.30 p.m.
Lawrence Manamali – Lionel Wendt – 7 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your Supper, 
California Grill- 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Sing-a-long with Heat – BMICH Banquet Hall – 8 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Aubrey & Heat – Cinnamon Grand Breeze Bar – 7 p.m. 
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Tsing Tao – 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

BOOK  LAUNCH

BOOK  LAUNCH

 BOOK  REVIEW

English for real life
Book:
English Grammar and Usage
Author: R.S. Karunaratne
Publisher: Fast Publishing 
(Private) Limited
Distributor: Surasa Bookshop, 
Colombo 10

Tunkal Dutu Paranavitane 

Manavi a 
novel by Shanika 
Kiriwandeniya will 
be launched at the 
Sanasa Head office, 
Kotikawatte, on 
March 22 at 9.00 
a.m. 

Manavi  is a 
story about a 
university student 
who grapples with 
life in the face of 
various social and cultural issues. 
It focuses on the injustice and 
oppression faced by women and 
adopts an unconventional stance 
in the face of cultural conflicts.  
The issues faced by women 
are portrayed though several 
characters who alternate between 
city and village life.

This is the third work by 
the writer, a Sinhala teacher by 
profession, who had earlier brought 
out two poetry collections titled, 

Akwehi and Panthiye 
Anthima Ekage Kaviya.

The guest at the  
launch of  Mavavi  
will include Prasanna 
Solangarachchi, 
Chairman of the 
Kotikawatte, Mulleriyawa 
Pradeshiya Sabha and 
Chief Organiser of 
Kolonnawa of the SLFP, 
Opposition Leader of the 
Pradeshiya Sabha, Indika 

Karuppuarachchi 
and veteran novelist 
Mohan Raj 
Madawala. Mahinda 
Prasad Masimbula 
will chair the 
launch.

Sound 
and style

Chandana and 
Rakitha return with 
Drums&Dance 

In what promises 
to be another 
fascinating evening 
of sound and motion, 
NAADRO and 
DANCERS’ GUILD 

will launch the DVD of the 
popular 90 minute live concert 
‘Drums&Dance’ with what 
will be their fourth public 
performance. The event will 
be held at the Bishops College 
Auditorium on March 26.

Drums&Dance - a percussion 
with a series of dance acts 
and electrifying tempo, is also 
the coming together of two 
superbly skilled and gifted 
Sri Lankan artistes,  

Chandana Wickramasinghe 
and Rakitha Wickramaratne, 
acclaimed and applauded 
locally and internationally 
for producing and staging 
novel and original recitals and 
concerts.

Both artistes have exploited 
their obsession for rhythm 
from toddler days and 
achieved outstanding triumph.  
Having a passion for novelty, 
Chandana and Rakitha have 
introduced ‘Drums&Dance’ 
in order to promote alternate 
entertainment to a multi social 
diverse society with an unique 
concept and understanding 
to accept values, cultures and 

traditions, whilst merging and 
integrating vibrant rhythm, 
stimulating movements and 
pulsating beats.  

The style and rhythm display 
passion and imagination. 
Besides entertainment 
Drums&Dance also 
communicates a message 
and imparts awareness on 
the benefits accessible and 
the potential available from 
an ‘out of the box’ concept 
performance. 

Drums&Dance also 
seeks to contribute towards 
entertainment and promotion 
activities in Sri Lanka and 
overseas simultaneously.  

Rakitha
Percussionist Rakitha Ruwan 

Wikramaratne is the founder and leader of 
NAADRO  - a percussion ensemble formed 
with a group of young professional talented  
percussion artists within Sri Lanka. 

A student of  Royal College, Colombo, 
Rakitha  began his percussion debut with 
traditional Sri Lankan drumming under 
the expert and proficient 
guidance of Maestro Piyasaara 
Shilpadhipathi. Having a 
passion for novelty he went 
ahead experimenting rhythm 
with traditions and cultures 
around the world pacing 
with modern beat.  Some of 
his favourite tempo includes 
Indian, Arabic, African, Japanese and Latino 
percussion.

Rakitha is the first Sri Lankan to 
introduce  stimulating sounds and exciting  
rhythm  with non musical instruments  
(egs: kitchen utensils, vehicle spare parts,  
masonry  tools, etc.) and termed this creative 
cadence ‘sound making’.   Very quickly this 
pulsating ‘sound making’ performance by 
NAADRO caught  recognition and trapped 
reputed international and local corporate 
clients  paving the way to expand into 
commercials  with leading brands LP –USA, 
Gibraltar – USA, KIK-Sri Lanka, REMO-
USA, Sennheiser-Germany.

NAADRO has performed at several 
overseas festivals and concerts in India, 
Singapore, Australia, South Africa, United 
States, Norway and many other international 
tours.  The band is globally accepted as one 
of the leading youth percussion groups in 
the world dedicated to present rhythm and 
tempo with an innovative style exhilarating 
on diverse and assorted “sound making”.

Annually NAADRO is invited to represent 
as an Endorser at the world renowned   
National Association of Music Merchants 
(NAMM) show in the USA.

Chandana
Dance Choreographer Chandana 

Wickramasinghe an acclaimed dancer and 
founder of Dancers’ Guild, has bagged 
many local and international awards for 
outstanding choreography, rhythm, style 
and character. Though a traditionally 
trained Kandyan dancer, Chandana has 

brought in innovations to 
the dance form, integrating 
it with modern beats, a bit 
of folk and a combination 
of classical and traditional 
interventions.  Besides 
dancing, Chandana also has a 
secret yearning for films and 
choreography.

In 1999 Chandana and the Dancers’ 
Guild was established and today with a 
troupe of almost 40 professional dancers 
train over 4000 students within Sri Lanka. 
The schools groom dancers’ from the age 
of 4 years and are located in Colombo, 
Galle, Kiribathgoda, Gampaha, Kegalle, 
Maharagama and Kandy. The troupe 
has travelled to almost 70 countries and 
performed before multi diverse audiences 
in the cities of Europe, Asia, Middle East, 
Canada and Australia and received great 
admiration for their unique style and 
exquisite dance rhythm.

The dancers’ Guild is committed to offer 
traditional and alternate entertainment 
to a multi social diverse society through 
traditional and fusion dance blending 
with culture and contemporary music; 
and displaying poetry in motion through 
stimulating movements and vibrant 
rhythm.  The youthful artistes will also 
promote this style and rhythm in all its 
activities via theatre shows, TV shows, 
music videos, workshops, concerts, cultural 
festivals, dealer conventions, fashion shows, 
beauty pageants, product launches and 
other forms of entertainment.

 DANCE

I 
‘Work in the Farm’. For 18 years I 
was in Abu Dhabi, UAE - I grew up 
and was educated there - and I could 
only see sandy hills and deserts, 
beaches, cactuses, palm trees, camels 
and buildings...  and nothing was 
appealing to be written.

nature after settling down in my 
motherland, Sri Lanka. I was so 
touched with nature and I love the 
rain, I enjoy sitting in the paddy 
fields and watching farmers work. 

and people hardly noticed it, people 

Festival Bonjour Cinéma! 
a joint endeavour of 
the High Commission 

of Canada, the Embassies of 
France, Vietnam, Switzerland, 
Romania, the Consulate of 
Tunisia, Wallonie-Bruxelles 
International, represented by 
the Consulate of Belgium ,and 
the Alliance Française de Kotte 
in association with the National 
Film Corporation and Agenda 14,  
that got underway on March 17 
will conclude today, (March 20)  
with two short films and two full 
length movies in Colombo and 
Kandy.

An annual event celebrated 
all over the world as Mois de 
la Francophonie the Festival is 
being held under the patronage 
of internationally renowned film 
maker Vimukthi Jayasundara. 
The festival got under way in 
Colombo at the National Film 
Corporation Cinema Hall on 

March 17 and at the Honorary 
Consulate of France, Sinhaputhra 
Place, Kandy on March 19. 

The Festival presents a 
collection of diversified movies 
produced in member countries 
of the International Organisation 
of  La Francophonie (OIF), 
reflecting the diversity of the 
francophone world. All the 
films are presented with English 
subtitles, enabling the audience 
to experience different aspects of 
the Francophone world through 

cinema. Aiming at bringing free 
cultural activities that entertain, 
educate and improve cross-
cultural understanding, to both 
Sri Lanka and international 
community, the festival also 
presents short films made by Sri 
Lankan filmmakers before each 
film.

Films to be screened today:
Colombo – National Film 

Corporation Cinema Hall, 303 
Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo 
3 

-I Am An Old Communist Hag 
(Comedy Drama- Romania) at 
4.00p.m.

-The Forsaken Land (Drama – 
Sri Lanka) 6.00 p.m.

Kandy - Honorary Consulate of 
France, Sinhaputhra Finance Plc, 
11, Hill Street, Kandy

-Vanity (Drama –Switzerland) 
5.30 p.m.

-Laurence Anyways (Drama – 
Canada) 7.30 p.m.

through theatre.  The manner by 

In her own words

Festival Bonjour Cinéma!

by Dilshan Boange 

Reviewed by Prof. 
D.C.R.A. Goonetilleke

EVENT – MOVIES

Manavi 

The two 
artistes 

nalaka
New Stamp


