
To the observant eye and 
sensitive ear, a story, or 
a kernel of a story paves 
the world around us every 
moment. Tales of mirth or 
sorrow or envy or anger 

or love or loss, surround us though not 
always narrated to the world at large. 
“The Universe is made of stories, not 
of atoms,” wrote the American poetess 
Muriel Rukeyser in The Speed of Darkness. 
And as I watched playwright and drama 
director Akhila Sapumal’s Hinawela 
Miniththuwak at the Tower Hall on 23rd 
March this year I felt this play, in one 
respect speaks of how there are so many 
‘stories’ we encounter that there is at times 
a difficulty in deciding what to believe. 

A group of donation seekers 
consisting of an ensemble of mimes 

and musicians led by a social service 
activist say they are collecting 

funds to build a park dedicated 
to young lovers in a far off 

rural area, a young man says 
he unintentionally killed 

his mother as a result of 
an altercation over her 

strong disapproval of his 
sweetheart, an aged man 
claims he is collecting 

‘data’ about young lovers for an academic 
research. 

Those are just some of the main 
encounters the protagonist couple of 
young lovers face during their habitual 
meetings in the park. How are truthful 
those stories that ‘pass them by’? Their 
veracity is questioned within the play’s 
text itself. 

Believe
How much of the stories we hear 

from the world around us are we to 
fully believe? And similarly, how much 
of our own story will the world fully 
believe? I think that is at the crux of 
the psychosocial investigation this play 
embarks on through the life of Samith 
and Nishani as a young couple who strove 

hard to make a good life for themselves 
against the odds. 

Between the bouts of misfortunes they 
suffer, their love for each other together 
with their spirit of resolve to build a happy 
life, the fortitude to brave the tides and 
succeed someday, holds them together. 

It is a tragedy, yet the spates of 
misfortune they are beleaguered by do not 
alone form the sum total that defines their 
life together.

 They also have their moments of 
laughter. They do possess an outlook of 
optimism that allows them a moment to 
smile; sharing hope that strengthens them. 

Love
One of the realities that the play reflects 

to its audience is that, although the ideal 
of love is admired and applauded by the 

world, lovers do not necessarily find the 
world at large being very generous and 
understanding towards them. 

Much as to what can determine how 
well lovers are allowed to blossom in 
their life of togetherness depends on 
which ‘social stratum’ they inhabit. 
No, not all lovers can claim to have 
the bliss of a ‘William and Kate’ union. 
HinawelaMiniththuwak thus speaks 
of how among the simple and faceless 
masses are young lovers who have their 
beautiful moments of togetherness that 
shines through their loving affection for 
each other even though the world at large 
shows them little regard. 

The narrative craft must be noted 
as one of an appreciable calibre. The 
proscenium’s space and the function of 
lighting for defining space for performing 

the narrative as a nonlinear story, was 
achieved commendably. 

Electronic amplification was 
used to narrate thoughts of 
characters in solitary moments 
on occasion as voice-overs. 

Elements of song and music not 
only functioned as beautification but 
signposted what the title stands for with 
respect to the young lovers’ spirit of 
optimism. 

Stagecraft was very tastefully done 
to move between semi-realist sets that 
effectively presented the physical settings 
the scenes unfolded in such as the park 
and slum locales. Costumes and makeup 
too were convincing.

Commendable
The acting that was delivered by the 

cast was overall commendable while the 
lovers themselves deserve a round of 
robust applause for their performance. I 
have seen Ishara Wickremasinghe who 
plays the role of Samith act in Udayasiri 
Wickremaratne’s Pem Yuvalak and 
Priyankara Rathnayaka’s Premavantha 
Kumarayo. 

In both those plays he skilfully delivers 
comedic performances. And I was 
impressed to see how well he was able 
to deliver the character of Samith whose 

emotional being is more 
varied and layered switching 
between romance, anger, 
emotional embattlements 
and so on. 

Nayomi Thakshila who 
plays the role of Nishani 
whom I first saw perform in 
Sampath Perera’s Muhudu 
Lihiniya, was very convincing 
and evoked much empathy. She 
shows promise of becoming a 
versatile actress. 

Suitable
On account of the expletives spewed 

out by the character of the enraged 
researching academic whom Samith 
suspects of making advances to 
Nishani, I feel this play may not be 
optimally suitable for children. Hinawela 
Miniththuwak however does seem to me 
a play that many a Sri Lankan is likely to 
find worthy on account of the themes it 
deals with and the manner in which the 
tragedy lashes out at the end. The force of 
‘drama’ in Hinawela Miniththuwak which 
moves at varying paces and tones will 
surely capture the viewer as a memorable 
experience. Watching the story of Samith 
and Nishani you will smile, you will 
laugh for sure at times, but as you see the 
tragedy that over-arches their lives you 
will see that those are but sadly ‘fleeting 
moments’. But for what it’s worth, do 
note their lives too are ones that shared 
moments of joy and laughter even on 
occasions that last just a minute.

                  

32 SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2016 The Arts

MOTHER’S DAY Entertainment
Diary

Sunday, May 1
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinna
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.

Monday, May 2
Shasika + Upul – 
Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m

Tuesday, May 3
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – 
Hilton – 7 p.m. 
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, 
Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 4 
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shasika & Upul –
Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p
DJ Kapila – Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, 
Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 

Thursday, May 5 
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury S
ky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet 
– Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

Friday, May 6
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Three Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – 
Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.  
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – 
Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Shasika + Upul – 
Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – 
Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – 
Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Saturday, May 7 
Expressions 13 – 
Lionel Wendt Art Gallery – 10 a.m.
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, 
Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - 
Dance for your Supper, California Grill - 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
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THE UNNOTICED LAUGHTER 
AND SMILES OF THE 
DOWNTRODDEN

The Speed of Darkness. 
And as I watched playwright and drama 

 at the Tower Hall on 23rd 

A review of the drama 
Hinawela Miniththuwak

Mother’s Day is a celebration honouring 
the mother of the family, as well as 
motherhood, maternal bonds, and the 

influence of mothers in society. It complements 
similar celebrations honouring family members, 
such as Father’s Day.

In what we believe to be the first time in 
Sri Lanka, the Cathedral Choir, Oktave, the 
Congregation Choir, Melanie Bibile, the de Lanerolle 
Brothers, Neranjan de Silva, and the Congregation 
Choir will come together to celebrate Mother’s Day 
with soul stirring music, and a thought provoking 
message from Rev. Roshan Mendis, at the Cathedral 
of Christ the Living Saviour, on May 8, 2016 at 
6.30 p.m. Even though this celebration will take the 
form of a Christian Service, there are no barriers 
for participation of other faiths and religious beliefs. 
There will be a time to gift your mother who is with 
you, a flower; as much as there will be a time to light 
a candle in the memory of your mother who is no 
longer with you. To make it easier for you, flowers 
and candles will be available at the venue.

The story goes in 1912, Anna Jarvis trademarked 
the phrases “second Sunday in May” and “Mother’s 
Day”. She specifically noted that “Mother’s” should 
“be a singular possessive, for each family to honour 
its mother, not a plural possessive commemorating 
all mothers in the world.

In Sri Lanka, Mother’s Day is celebrated every 
year on the second Sunday of May. Although 
relatively new to Sri Lanka, this occasion is now 
becoming more popular, and more people honour 
their mothers on this day. Taking your mother out 
to a meal, giving her flowers or a gift are some of 
the ways in which Mother’s Day is celebrated in Sri 
Lanka. Online stores offer services to send mothers 
gifts, the hotels arrange special deals for Mothers 
Day dinners. But do we also spare a thought for our 
mothers who are no longer with us? Would we light 
a candle for them; would we say a prayer for them in 
thanksgiving of what they meant to us?

On the other side of the coin, what are the 
responsibilities of a mother? There is a famous quote 
by Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis – “If you bungle 
raising your children, I don’t think whatever else you 
do well matters very much”.

Oktave 
celebrate 
Mother’s Day

Vikurthi 
Vikurthi, popular play of Somalatha 

Subasinghe will be staged on May 5, 2016 at 
8.15 a.m. and 10.45 a.m. at Negombo Rukmani 
Devi Memorial Theatre.

Aluth Horek Onee
Aluth Horek Onee, the comedy directed by Ajith 

Mendis will stage special shows on 2016 May 6 
Friday at 3.30 p.m. and 6.45 p.m. at Colombo 7, 
New Town Hall (Air conditioned) and 2016 May 7 
Saturday  at 3.30 p.m. and 6.45 p.m. at St. Thomas 
College, Kotte.
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‘The Revolution’
           reunion in 
            Prince’s honour

‘We have decided that we would like to come 
out and do some shows,’ say former band 
members in video recording Prince’s for-

mer band, the Revolution, have announced they will 
regroup to honour the late musician. 

The lineup of Wendy Melvoin, Lisa Coleman, Bobby 
Z, Brown Mark, and Matt Fink have released a video 
recording in which they explain their decision. 

“We have decided, after spending three or four days 
together now grieving over the loss of Prince, that we 
would like to come out and do some shows,” says 
Melvoin. “We want to let you know that we’ll be there 
soon.”

Prince, who died last Thursday at his Paisley Park 
home, played in a number of bands during his career, 
but the Revolution were part of several of Prince’s 
most iconic recordings, including Purple Rain and 
Around the World in a Day. The band officially split 
in 1986 after the Hit n Run tour, which helped 
launch Parade, the soundtrack for Under the 
Cherry Moon.

The group have reunited previously. In 2000, 
some of its members joined Prince on stage in his 
hometown of Minneapolis to perform the song Amer-
ica. In 2003, Sheila E organised a charity concert in 
which several of Prince’s proteges performed, includ-
ing the Revolution, but without the singer himself. 
Some members of the group also appeared at the 
2006 Brit awards to back Prince.

theGuardian.com

Director and playwright 
Akhila Sapumal.

by Dilshan Boange 

Keanu is the latest kitty 
movie to hit the US Box 
Office and the movie 
is likely to be in our 

theatres soon.
Keanu, in which Keanu Reeves 

(who else?) lends his voice to a 
kitten named Keanu is the latest 
comedy movie from the famous 
Comedy Central duo Keegan-
Michael Key and Jordan Peele. 
This is their first feature film. 

The cat only had one voice, but 
Keanu was played by about seven 
cats. Three of the “cat actors” as 
Peele refers to them, were from 
the same litter. After the cats got 
too big, however, new kittens from 
an animal shelter were cast. Of 
course, not all of the cats looked 
exactly the same... so paw makeup 
was used. 

Only real cats were used in 
all the sequences and no CGI 
effects were used. The director 
and producer worked closely 
with animal trainers, humane 
organisations and vets to ensure 
the animals’’ welfare.

The story is basically about a 
cat kidnapping (“catnap”) and the 
efforts to track it down. 

The little cat, a source of 
heartwarming animal magnetism, 
is traced to the criminal arms of 
gang leader Cheddar (Method 
Man), wearing a do-rag on his 
little head. 

To get the cat back, the owners 
played by Key and Peele have to 
pretend they are violent offenders 
themselves.    

The kittens that play 
the title tabby in “Keanu 
“ impressed their human 
co-stars so much, they’ve 
earned permanent places 
in Hollywood.

“They blew away 
my expectations,” said 
Peter Atencio, director 
of “Keanu” and a self-
described “crazy cat 
man” who has three cats, 
two dogs and a rabbit 
at home. “They took 
direction really well.”  

Keanu adds to the 
animals movies in 
town, headed by Jungle 
Book. Reviews have 
been mostly positive, 
with “Keanu” enjoying 
a 76% “fresh” rating 
on critics’ aggregator 
Rotten Tomatoes.

Keanu the kitten steals 
moviegoers’ hearts
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