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T
he Grand Oriental Hotel was buzzing with 
activity last Sunday with applicants waiting to 
face their interviews for the Observer Designer 
of the Year Contest 2016. The contestants came 
from islandwide – from Universities, private 

institutions, freelance designers and designers working 
at institutions. Twenty eight applicants were selected 
to participate in the contest. The interviews started at 9 
a.m. and ended at 3 p.m. The selected contestants were 
informed as to what was required of them and their 
participation in workshops to help them in their creative- 
designer capabilities.

Panel of judges. Ramesha Oshini – CATS Award winner 2015 from the University of Moratuwa, 
Kumudu Amarasinghe – Managing Director CATS Creation House and Chairperson CATS Designer 
Circle, Dulip de Alwis, General Manager, Grand Oriental Hotel, Sabry Junaid CATS Designer of the 
Year 2012, Dhammika de Alwis, Manager, Sewing Education Services, Singer Sri Lanka, PLC.

Sponsors

Some of the models who 
came for the interview

 A section of the designers

Interviews in progress

In 
tulip 
style 

A relationship that 
started 400 years ago 
between the Netherlands 
and Sri Lanka continues 
in strength till today, said 
Joanne Doornewaard, 
Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Netherlands 
who hosted a celebration 
to honour the National 
Day of the Netherlands 
on April 27 at the JAAIC 
Hilton. A large gathering 
from the diplomatic 
society, Sri Lankan 
corporate and social world 
were invited to taste the 
tulip experience. 

Joanne Doornewaard, 
Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Netherlands

Chief Guest, Mahinda 
Samarasinghe, Minister of Skills 
Development and Vocational 
Training addressing the guests

Sasha

Deputy Head of Mission 
Lianne and Joel 

Mariet Druit and Wouter Kuin Anthea and Claudia Janneke and Milian ChandulaChandana

Ambassador of Vietnam Madam 
Phan Kieu Thu 

Geoff Doidge, South African High Com-
missioner and Mrs. Doidge
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