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Sunday, May 8

Keeping Up with the Pereras 
– Lionel Wendt – 7.30 p.m.
Refuse/Resist – Colombo City Hotel – 5 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinna
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand 
– 5 p.m. 
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.

Monday, May 9

Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – 
Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo 
– Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m

Tuesday, May 10

Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m. 
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library
 – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 11

DJ Kapila – Library 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf,
 Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge 
– 5.30 p.m. 
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 

Thursday, May 12

Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Shasika & Upul 
– Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet 
– Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 

Friday, May 13

Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.  
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 
p.m. 
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Donald & Mirage 
– Asylum Restaurant and Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Three Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf 
– Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs 
– Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, 
Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Saturday, May 14 

Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your 
Supper, California Grill - 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, 
Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

SAXOPHONIST
WITH AN
UNUSUAL STYLE
Alto saxophonist Nihal 

Jayawardena currently 
enjoys playing solo gigs.

In a music industry that 
was filled with funk, hip-hop, R&B 
and rock, Nihal gravitated towards 
jazz fusion, smooth jazz and 
swing. In hindsight his working 
with the Navy band brought about 
the change in his music taste.

“I never studied music 
academically. I learnt my theory, 
playing in the Navy Band under 
Bandmaster Lt.Com.Danwatte. In 
fact he was insistent that we sit 
our Grades and that’s how I was 
compelled to acquire my Grade 8 
in music. I cannot move on without 
mentioning that Denzil Lazarus the 
well known trumpeter tutored me 
as well.”

A lot of water has flowed under 
the bridge since then and now the 
scene is different for Nihal.

“I like playing solo. After having 
played with a band for so many 
years I feel I have an extension 
in the freedom of expression. I 

intend to get myself a tenor sax. I 
play solo weekly at the Boardwalk 
and Jet Wing Blue and also with 
Manilal at the Waters Edge.  Unlike, 
in the early years when Sri Lanka 
had a wealth of saxophone players 
like the Menezes brothers, Maurice 
and Percy Bartholomeusz, Malcolm 
de Zilwa and more, the present 
oriental music scene laps up 
saxophonists during their teenage 
years and sadly the Western 
scene is lost out. The medium of 
expression is different and let’s 
hope that in about three or four 
years wel’ll have more sax players 
in our country.”

Curiorsity nudged us to make 
him reveal his beginnings in his 
music involvement.

“I’m proud to reveal that I started 
off with the group Aloha, led by the 
pianist Kumar de Silva. The others 
were Suzette Croner, Joseph 
Lappen. From Aloha I moved over 
to Manilal and Upeksha when 
Cumar Pieris was alive. As it 
always happens with musicians 
the urge to travel abroad and play 
in European countries saw me in 
France and I played at a pub called 

Pigalle and from there moved over 
to Italy. Came back to Sri Lanka 
played with Yohan & Honorine and 
Black Velvet. I had some happy 
moments playing with pianist 
Stuart de Silva, Alston, Joachim-
bass, Farook Miskin – drums 
and Jean van Heer- vocals, at the 
Galadari Hotel Lobby. We were 
invited by SLBC to go ‘Live’ for the 
first time in the hotel’s history. My 
band work ended with Manilal and 
Upeksha again, before Manilal left 
for Italy.”

Being a saxophonist who were 
the influences that developed his 
style?

“My favourite saxophonist is Eric 
Marienthal and Grover Washington 
Jnr takes second place. But before 
diehard saxophonists scream me 
down I listened a lot to Charlie 
Parker and his improvisation is in 
another world. It’s amazing!”

A wind musician’s life is not an 
easy one. Nihal’s weekly schedule 
is tight with solo gigs taking him 
out of Colombo as well. “I’ve learnt 
to deal with a lot less sleep than 
before...but then it’s my career and 
I’m certainly not complaining.”

by Mahes Perera
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DRAMA  REVIEW

Building 
Career Skills

BOOK  LAUNCH

BOOK  LAUNCH

The Tertiary and Vocational 
Education Commission has 
produced a book entitled 

Building Career Skills, following 
the decision by Minister Mahinda 
Samarasinghe to provide additional 
employability skills to students on 
Vocational Training courses. This is 
being used for a Foundation English 
Course conducted by the Department 
of Technical Education and Training, 
which leads to a National Vocational 
Qualification at Level 1. It will also be 
used for General Skills development 
for NVQ Level 3 in centres run by 
the DTET as well as the Vocational 
Training Authority.

Communication skills was 
supposed to be part of all NVC 
courses but there was no syllabus 
prescribed for this, and no course 
material. The Vocational Training 
Authority had hardly any English 
teachers but this situation has now 
been remedied, with the recruitment 
of nearly 100 teachers on a visiting 
basis to serve the more than 200 
centres run by the VTA. 

The Sector Councils recently set 
up by the Ministry noted the need 
for more English as well as other soft 
skills.  The course, which introduces 
many speech exercises, was designed 
by a team of consultants who have 
also stressed thinking skills and 
socialization. Initial training in 
delivery was provided to DTET and 
VTA teachers, and the textbook 
piloted through the new website 
set up by the TVEC for teaching 
materials, www.buildingcareerskills, 
gov. lk

The launch of the first book 
prepared by the TVEC, entitled 
Building Career Skills, will take 

place tomorrow (9th) at 3 pm at 
the Auditorium of the National 
Apprentice and Industrial Training 
Authority. The Minister will also 
at the same event release the book 
‘English and Education: in pursuit of 
Equity and Excellence’ by Prof Rajiva 
Wijesinha, Chairman of the TVEC. 

This book, also published by 
Godage & Bros, is a collection of 
essays on Secondary and Tertiary 
Education, dealing in large 
measure with efforts to broadbase 
English education. The author was 
responsible for the reintroduction 
of English medium in government 
schools in 2001, and also for 
developing a university curriculum 
leading to Degrees in English for 
those who had not studied English as 
a subject at the Advanced Level. 

The keynote address will be 
delivered by Prof Lakshman 
Jayatilleka, Chairman of the National 
Education Commission, who chaired 
the Youth Commission in the early 
nineties and also served as Director 
General of the National Institute of 
Education. 

A REVIEW OF GABSAVA

On March 12, 
seated in 
the gentle 
darkness of 
the Lionel 
Wendt I 

watched Thilak Nandana 
Hettiarachchi’s Gabsava 
(The Abortion) come 
‘alive’. What was 

‘delivered’ through this 
play was very much a 
strong socio-political 
critique built on exploring 
the physiological domain 
of the act of ‘foeticide’ 
through the two principal 

‘entities’ that would be 
involved in an abortion 
– the doctor as the 

‘abortionist’ and the 
foetus as the unborn 

child who becomes 
the ‘abortee’. It 
is presented to 

take the form 
of a dialogue 
that develops 
between an 

executioner and the person condemned to 
death. The politics of the play clearly posits itself 
as within the antiabortionist camp. The main 
argument is possibly that the foetus is presented 
as an entity that is very much a fully live human 
being despite still being within the womb. One of 
the principal arguments that comes from a pro-
abortionist outlook is that until a foetus is born its 
‘status’ as a ‘living person’ is debatable. 

In Sri Lanka the law declares the abortion of 
an unborn child as a crime unless sanctioned 
by court on the basis of certain exceptional 
circumstances permitted by law, such as when 
an abortion is medically declared as crucial to 
save the mother’s life. Pro-abortionists who call 
for reform of this law cite that the law impinges 
on the right of a woman to decide over her body. 
Therefore, in effect an unborn child’s ‘ownership’ 
is asserted collectively by society as the argument 
would suggest. However, as Gabsava dialogically 
discourses, society does not necessarily give 
the assurance to the unborn child it purports 
to claim ownership over, complete care and 
protection after it is born. Survival afterwards is 
another game the child must learn to play. And 
reaching ‘success in life’ is a battle to be fought 
systematically. 

A One Act play performed by two unnamed 
characters –the doctor and the foetus, Gabsava is 
a compelling stage play that stands on a powerful 
script. The perturbing dialogic discoursing and 
character interplay that offer moments that 
are touching, striking, and at times witty and 
humorous also deal a feeling of benumbing. The 

accomplishment of the performance must be 
attributed to the power of the script as well 

as the skill of the actors and the acuteness 
of direction. The players - Jagath 

Manuwarna as the doctor, and 
Saman Hemarathana who plays 

the foetus, delivered superb 
performances and must be 

saluted wholeheartedly. 
The stage set can be 

thought of as either 
an abstract design 

that represents 
symbolically 

the environment of the foetus (the 
womb) as well as the elements that 

characterise the role of the doctor in terms of 
medical paraphernalia; or a surreal setting which 
could also suggest that the whole drama unfolds 
in the imagination of the doctor who would then 
be presenting something of a ‘dreamt vindication’ 
for himself within his own consciousness. 

Therefore, this play may even be interpreted as 
a dream seen by a doctor who is pained by a 
conscience in crisis as an abortionist.

From a theoretical point of argument for 
academic analysis of the play, one must note that 
the voice of the foetus is, whatever said and done, 
a hypothesis to suit the need of a creative work 
and cannot have the same weight of ‘realistic 
validity’ as the voice of the doctor. 

But then again considering the fact that a 
doctor (or any person) really cannot have an 
actual verbal dialogue/interaction with a foetus 
at all in real life, the realistic ground for the 
doctor can at most be established in terms of 
his representation of a plausible moral dilemma 
which can be verbalised, although the foetus must 
be perceived as a symbolic manifestation of the 
perspectives and perceptions conceived through 
the adult human mind which can represent to a 
great extent facets of shared societal thought on 
the subject of abortion and the perceived rights of 
the unborn child. 

The arguments put forward by the foetus and 
the moral issues brought to debate by him after 
all cannot actually represent the state of mind of 
an actual unborn child. Therefore, what is seen 
is the societal debate on abortion given a creative 
rendition that presupposes the unborn child’s 
‘purity’ and ‘innocence’ when approaching from 
a humanist angle to view ‘human morality’ at 
times being hypocritical and inhuman.  In certain 
respects the doctor asserts that he is actually 
doing the unborn child a favour by sparing him 

from facing the miseries and brutishness of a cruel 
world. 

This I suppose is one of the best moral 
justifications an abortionist could present. The 
foetus rebuffs this argument asserting that it is 
his business about how he should cope with the 
world, and that he should be given the chance to 
experience it.  

Views of patriarchal society and ‘legitimacy’ of a 
child with respect to ‘parentage’ takes centre stage 
as the contentious debate dramatises showing 
the doctor speaking in terms of societal views 
while the foetus speaks of ‘singularised’ needs and 
asserts his claim as an individual whose right to 
live should not be determined by ‘society’. The 
foetus in the play is a male. 

As I sat in seat Q-7 watching the play, I 
wondered what dynamics to the arguments would 
come into play if the foetus was a girl!

Gabsava depicts the polarity between what 
law prohibits and morality permits. Although 
the law is meant to reflect morality, is that really 
so in this case? Although abortion is generally 
against the ‘law’, the impulsion to destroy an 
unborn child conceived as a result of ‘immorality’ 
makes abortion, at times, an act that carries a tacit 
sanctioning from ‘morality’. 

This is a play that reflects the deeper dilemmas 
belying the times we live in as we try to reconcile 
morality with conceptions of individual rights, 
societal claims over the individual, and the law. 
Gabsava is indeed a work of theatre that speaks of 
the dichotomy within our collective conscience. 

‘Adventures of Rudra 
an Investigator’

‘Adventures of Rudra an 
Investigator,’ the first collection 
of short stories by Ananda 
Liyanage was launched by 
Foremost Books  at the National 
Library and Documentation Services 
Board Auditorium, Independence 
Avenue, Colombo 7. Ananda 
Liyanage has also authored 
four novels ‘The Legacy’, ‘The 
Deception’, ‘The Vengeance’, ‘The 
Prophecy’, a textbook ‘Mechanics of 
International Trade’, now in its second 
edition and a brief biographical essay 
‘Reminiscences & Reflections’. All books have been 
translated into Sinhala.

‘Adventures of Rudra an Investigator’ is a collection 
of detective short stories of an investigator who lived 
in colonial Ceylon. The stories mainly cover the period 
between the two wars in the 20th century and are narrated 
by his companion. This book contains fascinating factual 
details of events leading up to the Second World War and 
historically interesting places and events in Sri Lanka, 
which readers have come to expect of the author, apart 
from good old fashioned detective stories without the fast 
pace and gadgetry of modern ones. A good read by all 
accounts.

THE WOMB OF SOCIETY’S
CONSCIENCE

Captain 
America 
Civil War 
2016

E.A.P Films presents the 
movie ‘Captain America 
Civil War 2016’ from May 
6, 2016 at the Savoy 3D 
cinema, Wellawatte. Captain 
America Civil War 2016  is 
an American superhero 
film featuring the Marvel 
Comics character Captain 
America, produced by Marvel 
Studios and distributed by 
Walt Disney Studios Motion 
Pictures. It is the sequel to 
2011’s Captain America: The 
First Avenger and 2014’s 
Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier, and the thirteenth 
film of the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU).

After another incident 
involving the Avengers 
results in collateral damage, 
political pressure mounts 
to instal a system of 
accountability, headed by a 
governing body to oversee 
and direct the team. The 
new status quo fractures 
the Avengers, resulting in 
two camps, one led by Steve 
Rogers and his desire for the 
Avengers to remain free to 
defend humanity without 
government interference, 
and the other following Tony 
Stark’s surprising decision to 
support government oversight 
and accountability.

The film is directed by 
Anthony and Joe Russo, with 
a screenplay by Christopher 
Markus  and Stephen 
McFeely, and features an 
ensemble cast that includes 
Chris Evans, Robert Downey 
Jr., Scarlett Johansson, 
Sebastian Stan, Anthony 
Mackie, Don Cheadle, Jeremy 
Renner, Chadwick Boseman, 
Paul Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen, 
Paul Rudd, Emily VanCamp, 
Tom Holland, Frank  Grillo, 
William Hurt, and Daniel 
Brühl. In Captain America 
Civil War, one year after the 
events of Avengers: Age of 
Ultron, an act regulating 
superhuman activity fractures 
the Avengers into opposing 
factions, one led by Steve 
Rogers and another by Tony 
Stark.

Chris Evans as Steve Rogers / Captain America
Robert Downey, Jr. as Tony Stark / Iron Man
Scarlett Johansson as Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow
Sebastian Stan as Bucky Barnes / Winter Soldier
Anthony Mackie as Sam Wilson / Falcon
Don Cheadle as James “Rhodey” Rhodes / War Machine
Jeremy Renner as Clint Barton / Hawkeye
Chadwick Boseman as T’Challa / Black Panther
Paul Bettany as Vision
Elizabeth Olsen as Wanda Maximoff / Scarlet Witch
Paul Rudd as Scott Lang / Ant-Man / Giant-Man
Emily VanCamp as Sharon Carter / Agent 13
Tom Holland as Peter Parker / Spider-Man

Cast

by Dilshan Boange 
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New Stamp


