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 MUSIC

On the 2nd April 2016, 
I sat under the gentle 
darkness of the Lionel 
Wendt and watched 
Priyankara Rathnay-
ake’s Ada Vage Dawa-

saka Antigone come alive on the boards 
as a Sinhala translation of the classic 
Greek play Antigone by Sophocles. Set 
in the ancient Greek state of Thebes 
the story shown how in the aftermath 
of the Theban civil war how loyalty, 
treason, and humanity get thrust in 
a moral conflict between state power 
against individual honour and integ-
rity. 

Death
One of the central conflicts that this 

play deals with is how ‘heroes’ and 
‘traitors’ are to be treated in death. 
Two brothers who fought in opposing 
sides in Thebe’s civil war are killed in 
the battlefield. The one who fought 
on the side of King Creon, whose 
troops were victorious, is honoured 
with a hero’s funeral while the other is 
declared a traitor and deemed unfit to 
receive even burial and whose body is 
ordered to be left out in the open field 
to become carrion. The sister of these 
two fallen solders - Antigone violates 
King Creon’s royal decree, and under 
the cover of night buries her brother 
who was declared a traitor, ardently 
upholding her fraternal love for her 
brother’s dignity, stating that he too 
like any other human deserved to be 

buried. What follows are conflicts of 
laws against morals, familial bonds 
against functions of state, conscience 
against pride, and relooking at what 
keeps together social order in a state - 
humanist mercy or unbending will, on 
the part of the ruler.

Discourse
One of the significances that this 

play would have in the broader public 
discourse of present is, how this story 
and its facets of conflict may connect 
with debates and discourses on peace 
and reconciliation in our country fol-
lowing the near 30 year separatist war 
in the North. Should traitors be memo-
rialised and commemorated even by 
their loved ones? Antigone evokes that 
question within its folds of thematic 
investigation of relations between indi-
viduals, society and the state.

The text of the play reflected from a 
point of lingual status as one that reso-
nates not a modern day Sinhala play, 
where colloquy would have to mark 
its presence in some way to signpost 
contemporary Sri Lankan vernacular, 
but a story of antiquity and thereby 
calling for a dialect marked with liter-
ariness through stylistic expression and 
grammar of olden times. This factor is 
seen clearly in Sinhala classical drama 
which must through its very ‘lingual 
acoustic’ distinguish itself from a con-
temporary plays.

Picasso
A notable feature of this play is how 

the ‘stage set’ has as a ‘backdrop’ Pablo 
‘famous painting ‘Guernica’ in three 
‘panels’. ‘Guernica’ depicts the horrors 

of war and possibly carries the subtext 
of ‘fratricidal war’ since the painting is 
an artistic expression of the incident 
known as ‘the bombing of Guernica’ 
which is when at the behest of the 
Spanish government, a village named 
Guernica in the Basque region of 
Spain came under aerial bombardment 
bombed by German and Italian forces 
on the 26th of April 1937. The Basque 
region of Spain is known for harbour-
ing a separatist struggle that involves 
armed conflict against the Spanish 
government led by the organisation 
known as ETA or Euskadi ta Askatasu-
na, which means ‘Basque Fatherland 
and Liberty’. 

Backdrop
Therefore, when Rathnayaka 

adopted Picasso’s ‘Guernica’ as a visual 
backdrop element one may surmise 
that it possibly to add to the subtext of 
the play, via set design, the themes of 
‘fratricidal war’ and ‘treachery’. Practi-
cally every civil war is more or less a 
fratricidal war since it’s the citizenry 
of one country that wars against each 
other. Further in Antigone the crux 
of the story stems from the fact that 
the honoured hero and the dishon-
oured traitor are bothers who killed 
each other due to being in opposing 
sides of a civil war. The latter theme of 
‘treachery’ can be construed through 
what the painting stands for since the 
Spanish government of 1937 commit-
ted treachery upon their own civilians 
by ‘commissioning foreign forces’ to 
attack them. The theme of treachery in 

Antigone can be identified from how 
Antigone is guilty of disobeying a royal 
decree and thereby becomes a disloyal 
to the will of the ruler. It is in the eyes 
of the state an act of treason. 

The acting was overall good and 
special mention must be made of the 
performances of Dinidu Dodangth-
enna who played his role of the mes-
senger guard/soldier remarkably well 
and also applause are due to Gihan 
Fernando who as the Theban king 
Creon projected a regal presence that 
was commanding and all pervasive.

Portrayal
Costumes were commendable 

although Rathnayaka’s Ada Vage 
Dawasaka Antigone may certainly not 
be viewed as work that delivers an 
authentic portrayal of ancient Greek 
attire but a creative rendition of taste-
fully fusing dress motifs of olden times 
with certain types of attire today as 
seen through the characters of King 
Creon and his son prince Haemon.  

With choral song and stylised dance 
delivered by an ensemble of able play-
ers Rathnayaka’s Ada Vage Dawasaka 
Antigone which adapted to the stage 
from the script originally translated 
to Sinhala by Ariyawansa Ranaweera, 
proves to be a play which shows 
worthy mettle as a work of theatre 
with appreciable ‘creative investment’ 
made to bring a classic Greek tragedy 
to a Sinhala audience without losing 
its identity as a tale from times olden 
of a land greatly distant to us by both 
time and geography.  

This year the Galle Music Festi-
val 2016, the seventh and latest 
iteration of the Music Festival, 

will provide a place for artists to meet 
each other, enjoy the traditions and 
performances of their counterparts 
and celebrate the similarities and dif-
ferences in their musical traditions.  It 
will also provide a rich and enjoyable 
experience for audiences who will 
come together from all walks of life 
from the North, South, East, West, and 
Central parts of Sri Lanka.

“These festivals provide Sri Lanka’s 
diverse community artists with the 
opportunity to showcase and celebrate 
their unique art forms on a national 
stage. What’s more, the festivals are 
interactive spaces and it is always won-
derful to see our artists and audiences 
connecting and learning from each 
other. This year in Galle, we are par-
ticularly excited by our series of artist 

collaborations that will offer our audi-
ences some innovative music fusions,” 
says Festival Director Kaushalya Nav-
aratne. The Colombo Concert of the 
Galle Music Festival will be held from 
6.30 p.m. at the Western Province Aes-
thetic Resort, Colombo 7 today (15).   
The artistes, Raghu Dixit Project from 
India will perform a 90-minute set at 
the concert, and tickets are to be sold 
for the event. 

The proceeds from the Galle Music 
Festival will go towards the Small 
Grants component of the Music Coop-
eration activities in 2016.  The Small 
Grants are offered on a competitive 
basis to musicians who would conduct 
musical programs at the grassroots 
level in schools, with youth, women 
or other key target groups, with these 
activities feeding into subsequent 
Music Festival programs.

The Galle Music Festival 2016   

Colombo Concert 
today Antigone carries 

her message 
across 
antiquity
A review of Ada Vage  Dawasaka
Antigone

Watoluwo & Uloluwo on May 24

‘Watoluwo & Uloluwa’, a 
production of Janakaraliya 
Cultural Foundation will 
be staged at the Western 
Province Cultural Centre 
at Dr. Stanley Wijesundara 
Mawatha, Colombo 7, at 6.30 
pm on Tuesday May 24. Full 
time members of Janakaraliya  
Rasiah Lohanathan and 
Sumudu Mallawaarachchi have 
directed the drama. Original 
script was by the German 
dramatist Bertolt Bretcht titled 
Round Heads and Pointed 
Heads. Hasini Saputhantri has 
translated it into Sinhala.    

The cast comprises of 
Janakaraliya artists, Nishantha 
Kularathne, Sumudu 
Mallavaarachchi, Rasiah 
Logananthan, Dewran Sri 
Livera, Ruvini Dilanthi, 
Ronika Chamali, Vimukthi 
Keirella, Kenath Rohana, 
Sarath Banagala, Ajanthan 
Shanthakumar, Thiagarajah 
Sivanesan, Thilini Nimesha, 
Selvaraj Leelawathi, Arosha 
Tharangani, Amila Dinesh 
Kumara, Palitha Abeylal, 
Mahee Mahendran, Inoka 

Lankapura, Madira Udishani, 
Wijitha Hettige, Nipun Dilshan, 
Manoj Priyankara, Kumudu 
Nisansala and Saminda 
Sanjeewa. Music composed by 
Sumudu Mallawarachchi with 
Channa Pradeep, Thiwanka 
Ranasinghe and Tharindu 
Rukshan as the orchestra. 
Make up is by Palitha Abeylal 
and Selvaraj Leelawathi while 
Ajanthan Shanthakumar 
conducts Theatre Lighting. 

From a poetry collection 
about rural Ireland to a tour 
of modern Russia dubbed 
an ‘anti-travelogue’, six 

books have been shortlisted for one 
of the UK’s more unusual literary 
prizes: the RSL Ondaatje Award, 
which goes to the book which best 
evokes ‘the spirit of a place’.

Worth £10,000, the Ondaatje 
can be won by fiction, nonfiction 
or poetry, with judges Kate Adie, 
Moniza Alvi and Mark Lawson this 
year selecting one poetry title for 
their shortlist, Jane Clarke’s The 
River. 

Alvi praised Clarke’s ‘quiet, 
lucid, subtle poems’, which she 
said were ‘nevertheless urgent in 
their presentation of a farming 
background in rural Ireland, and 
the poet’s enduring attachment to 
it’.

Clarke, who combines her 
writing with work as a management 
consultant in not-for-profit 
organisations, is up against five 
nonfiction titles for this year’s 
prize. James Rebanks was picked 
for his account of shepherding, 
The Shepherd’s Life, a bestseller that 
Alvi said was ‘compelling, authentic 
and absolutely unromanticised’, 
revealing ‘an honourable tradition 

in a changing rural world’. 
Alexandra Harris’s look at writers’ 
responses to English weather over 
the centuries, Weatherland, also 
made the list, praised by Alvi for 
making ‘an original contribution to 
the ‘spirit of place’.

Brian Dillon’s look at the history 
of explosives through a 1916 fire at 
a munitions factory in Kent, The 
Great Explosion, was also picked 
by judges, alongside Samanth 
Subramanian’s history of the Sri 
Lankan civil war, This Divided 
Island, and Peter Pomerantsev’s 
Nothing Is True and Everything 
Is Possible. Lawson called 
Pomerantsev’s contender ‘a sort of 
anti-travelogue, making the reader 
desperately keen never to go near 
the places described: the Muscovite, 
Siberian, American and English 
haunts of those who became super-
rich from the division of state 
assets and the new entrepreneurial 
possibilities that arose in post-
Soviet Russia’.

The winner will be announced 
on May 23, joining former winners 
including Alan Johnson, who won 
for a memoir of his childhood This 
Boy, and Justin Marozzi’s history 
of Baghdad, City of Peace, City of 
Blood. 

Ondaatje Prize shortlist spans 
globe from Ireland to Sri Lanka 

Raghu Dixit

Samanalayaya-2016
The annual drama festival 

presented by the Sunera 
Foundation to showcase 

the talents of  young disabled 
participants attached to our 
performing arts workshops 
around the island reached 
its final. The great finale of 
‘SAMANALAYAYA 2016’ will 
be held on May 18 at Lionel 
Wendt, from 7.00 p.m.

Leading up to the final per-
formance in Colombo were 
nine regional drama festivals 
held during the months of 
February and March 2016, 
showcasing the talents of over 
1000 disabled participants 
from about 29 Sunera Founda-
tion performing arts workshops 
spread across the country. The 
regional performances were 
evaluated by a panel of judges 
and the best three plays 
were selected for the finals in 
Colombo. 

This year’s best dramas 
were produced by Dehiwala, 
Imaduwa and Kuliyapitiya 
workshop participants who will 
be performing at Lionel Wendt 
on the 18th. 

While raising awareness 
on the unique work done by 
Sunera, using the performing 
arts as a therapeutic tool for 
the disabled, these regional 
drama festivals give our work-
shop participants an oppor-
tunity to get on stage and 
showcase their talent to their 
communities. This would in fact 
instill self-confidence in them 
and facilitate the integration of 
this marginalised group into 
main stream society.    

Each workshop performed 
a play which is conceptual-
ised, scripted and directed 
by Sunera Trainers, and 
rehearsed by the participants 
for a period of six months. 

Handa Nihanda written 
and directed by Dr. Jayalath 
Manorathne, will be staged 
on Saturday May 28 at 3.30 
p.m. and 7.00 p.m. at Lionel 
Wendt Theatre, Colombo 7. 

A Bharatha Natyam recital by 
Abirami Patkunam will be held 
on May 27 at 6.00 pm at the Indi-
an Cultural Centre auditorium  
on Gregory’s Road, Colombo 7.

Abirami Patkunam has com-
pleted her post graduate diplo-
ma in Visual Communication 
at Loyola College, Chennai and 
Bachelor of Arts (Choreogra-
phy) at Bangalore University, 
India.  She was trained by emi-
nent gurus in Bharatha Natyam, 
Kalaree and Kathak in India. At 
present she is pursuing her Mas-
ter’s degree in Bharatha Natyam 
at the Madras University. She is 
also a choreographer and per-
manent dancer of the Aru Sri 
Art Theatre, Sri Lanka and since 
2005 has taken part in all the 
productions of the Theatre.

All are invited.

Bharatha 
Natyam

Handa Nihanda

Suddek Oba Amathai 
Suddek Oba Amathai written 

and directed by Udayasiri 
Wickramarathne, will go on the 
boards on Sunday, May 29 at 3.30 
p.m. and 7.00 p.m. at Lionel Wendt 
Theatre, Colombo 7.

by Dilshan Boange 

Pix courtesy: Sunera Foundation

 Sunday, May 15

Yesterday Once More – Bishop’s College 
Auditorium – 6.45 p.m. 
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinna
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo 
– Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.

Monday, May 16
Shasika + Upul 
– Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 
p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo 
– Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m

Tuesday, May 17
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 
p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 
p.m. 
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 18
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse 
- Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 
p

Thursday, May 19
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet 
– Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Shasika & Upul 
– Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Friday, May 20
Three Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf 
– Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.  
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route 
– Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 
p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs 
– Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine 
– Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library 
– Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Saturday, May 21 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your 
Supper, California Grill - 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Los Paradians – 
Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
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