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Sunday, May 22

Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinna
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.

Monday, May 23
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – 
Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 
5.30 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m

Tuesday, May 24
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Mayura – 
Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – 
Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 25
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, Colombo 
Hilton 6 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon 
Lakeside – 5 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 
5.30 p

Thursday, May 26
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon 
Grand – 7 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 
5.30 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Friday, May 27
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Three Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – 
Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.  
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – 
Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Shasika + Upul – 
Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – 
Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – 
Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Saturday, May 28
Sing for Unity – 
Grand Oriental Hotel – 7.30 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your 
Supper, California Grill - 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Los Paradians – 
Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

The annual drama festival of Sunera Foun-
dation was held on the 18th, mesmerising 
the audience with their talents, whether 
it’s acting, or dancing with backspins and 
headstands. 

Sunera Foundation works with young 
men and women with disabilities, to help them uplift 
their living standards. It has over 30 workshops around 
Sri Lanka, including Jaffna, Matara, Puttalam and Bat-
ticaloa, having nearly 2,000 participants taking part in 
the weekly workshop to undergo various therapies; music 
therapy, art therapy, drama therapy and speech therapy. 

Similar to the previous Samanalayaya, the participants 
wowed the audience with their performances, despite 

their disabilities, physical or mental. The participants 
who performed the dancing items made the audience 
forget that all the members of the dance squad are having 
either autism or Down Syndrome. Guided by their train-
ers, the participants took charge of the stage, proving that 
the general public is wrong to brand them, and stigmatise 
them. 

Medical malpractices
The Samanalayaya does not try to hide the disabilities 

its participants are born with, or they got as a result of 
medical malpractices. The dramas are scripted to include 
as many participants as possible, with fewer dialogues 
to make it a comfortable process to many participants 
who are speech and hearing impaired. Slapstick comedy 

and irony are common in the dramas to entertain the 
audience in the absence of dialogues and to entertain the 
participants performing the play who can understand 
actions better than words. The dramas, as well as the 
dances, were about acceptance, and acknowledging eve-
ryone’s contribution.

Inspiring
It was an inspiring moment of accepting and acknowl-

edging their conditions and highlighting their talents, 
that were for so long for so many, remained hidden, 
without marginalising them. 

It was a loud shout, that there is Ability hidden is Dis-
Ability. 

By Dilshan Boange 

On May 4, at Punchi Theatre 
the group known as ‘The 
Theatre Art Circle’ brought 
to life on the boards a Sin-
hala translation of Norwegian 
playwright Henrik Ibsen’s 

En folkefiende, which translates to English as An 
Enemy of the People. The Sinhala production 
directed by Nihal Suranji was entitled Janatha 
Drohiya and the script is a direct translation from 
Ibsen’s script by Vijitha Gunaratne. While the word 
‘Janatha’ translates to mean ‘(the) people’ in English 
the word ‘Drohiya’ in its direct translation means 
‘traitor’. Therefore, it is interesting to ponder what 
difference of significance maybe deduced when 
looking at how the words ‘enemy’ and ‘traitor’ ren-
der the image of the protagonist from the point of 
comparing the titles in English and Sinhala. 

Masked
The narrative craft devised by the director 

included a mock protest by masked people, com-
plete with placards, shouting a slogan demanding 
the ‘traitor’ be revealed. The protest worked not as 
a prelude to the story but more like an overture to 
uplift the audience’s spirit from a point of theatri-
cality. I thought it was a good element to get the 
attention abuzz before the curtain went up.   

The story unfolds in a town where a salubri-
ous public bath which has contributed much to 
increase the town’s tourism revenue is the subject 
of contention. The protagonist - Dr. Stockmann, 
discovers that the bath poses a health risk due 
to harmful waste matter released from tanner-
ies upstream mixing with the water and causing 
contamination. He prepares to bring the matter to 
the attention of the authorities and the public to 

prevent a health hazard. What unfolds thereafter is 
the politics between the interests of the town’s civil 
authorities and those connected, against Dr. Stock-
mann, who is determined to disclose the real state 
of the public bath and uphold what he genuinely 
believes to be his civic duty even at the expense of 
attracting the hostilities of officials and the towns-
people.

Upright
The story speaks of the ideal of how a man’s 

integrity and resolve to do what is right must not 
be compromised despite whatever adverse con-
sequences may come his way. Standing up to the 
interests of a government is not an easy thing even 
for those who are highly respected in society as 
upright erudite persons who have earned the peo-
ple’s goodwill. It is also telling of how the public, 
who can be emotive when their interests of income 
or gains are threatened, can forsake reason and 
common good, and be incapable of foresighted-
ness.  

The costumes and makeup were commendable 
and rendered the visual aspects of the personae 
credible. The stage set was of a minimalist mould 
and tastefully executed with sound effects that 
added to the narrative of events. 

The acting talent on stage was overall appreci-
able although the prompting of lines/dialogue for 
actors was audible all the way to the very back row 
where I was seated, and the voice of the prompters 
was at times like a faint aural foreshadowing of the 
lines by the players. It was in my opinion an ineptly 
managed ‘logistic factor’ which created a hindrance 
that evening. 

The story in this play by Ibsen is one that speaks 
critically of the modern commercialised world we 

inhabit. The tragedy of how public health can be 
compromised in the interests of profiteering comes 
out pronouncedly through Janatha Drohiya. On 
this note I must say  I was pleasantly surprised to 
see a sudden ‘interventionist element’ thrust into 
the narrative when Dr. Stockmann is said to deliver 
a monologue, the actors disengage from their char-
acters and create a space where the director of the 
play brings on the subject of kidney disease that is 
plaguing Sri Lanka. 

However, due to the need for the play to con-
tinue and not turn the stage to a platform for local 
political issues, the endeavour is abandoned. I 
thought it was a creative interference with the sto-
ry’s narrative to gain attention to a local health cri-
sis which connects with the theme of public health 
in the play. With Wasantha Vittachchi in the lead 
role as Dr. Stockmann, the cast comprised Deepani 
Silva, Lalith Rajapaksha, Hansamala Janaki, Deep-
thi Weerasooriya, Upul Mayadunne, Amaradasa 
Heenukwewa, Ranjith Kavisigamuwa, Charles 
Roiston, Madeera Udishaani, Chinthaka Pathirana, 
Prasanna Manjula, Didula Karunarathna, and 
Dimuthu Sathsara.  

Janatha Drohiya will hopefully catch on with the 
theatregoing public and carry forward an impor-
tant message in these troubling times where issues 
of public health and wellbeing must be seriously 
taken into account by society. 

This is not a play that will cater to the tastes of 
comedy seekers whose only purpose of going to the 
theatre is for laughs and to gain some relief from 
their daily stress. It is a play that will speak to the 
theatregoer who believes that theatre can compel 
us to see issues that affect people and humanity 
through art reflecting our times, and build critiques 
that can hopefully make us see our folly and short-
comings and find solutions for a way forward. 

The premiere  media screen-
ing of Adaraneeya Kathawak 
was held recently at the Regal  
Cinema, Colombo. Adara-
neeya Kathawak (A melody 
of love) is a 2016  upcoming 

Sinhala musical romantic film directed by 
Priyantha Colombage  and produced by 
him together with Chaminda Gamage. The 
film features  Hemal Ranasinghe, Udari 
Warnakulasooriya, Bimal Jayakodi, Aruni  
Rajapakshe in the lead roles and is sched-
uled to be released on June 10.

Abhimana  Jayawardene is a much tal-
ented, popular singer. Devili, who con-
ducted a  reality show at one time was said 
to be his fiancée. Although Devili  later 
broke off connections, she renewed her 
interest in him after he  became a popular 
singer. She hoped that one day Abhimana 
would serve as a  judge in her reality show. 
Abhimana however, began to have a spe-
cial  interest in Piyavi Hansika, a girl with a 
humble origin and hailing from  a remote 
village. She showed signs of becoming a 
rising star in the  future. 

Hansika, a sales girl in a drapery store, 
wants very much  to be the winner so that 
she could use her prize money  to treat her  
ailing father. When she failed at the reality 
show, she lost all hopes,  as well as her job. 
She then found a job as a kitchen helper 
at a  restaurant which Abhimana often 
patronised. 

Abhimana got to know  about Piya-
vi’s misfortune and decided to boycott all 
reality shows to profess sympathy with 
her. Piyavi fails to understand Abhimana,  
and believes that he is responsible for 
her downfall. Meanwhile, she  receives a 
telephone call informing of her father’s 
demise. Enraged to  see Abhimana with his 
friend Uvindu, Piyavi slaps him.

This  incident is flashed in the newspa-

pers, the following day. To appease  Piya-
vi, Abhimana accompanied by his friend 
Uvindu, visited Piyavi’s  residence and 
later she realizes that she had misunder-
stood him for the  second time. When she 
returned to Colombo, she met Abhimana 
and  apologized for her misunderstand-
ing. She accepted Abhimana’s request to  
her to take part in his next reality show. 
Abhimana however, rejected  her request 
to rekindle their love affair.

Abhimana is later taken  ill and Piyavi 
takes care of him in his home.His reality 
show with  Piyavi turns out to be a big 
success. Later, Piyavi was adjudged the  
winner of the Golden Kite International 
Contest. She proudly returns to  the coun-
try and is acclaimed by her fans. Uvindu 
continues to be her  manager.

Piyavi and Abhimana reconcile their 
differences.  Exhausted after the con-
cert, Abhimana began to cough and emit 
blood in  the washroom. 
Blood oozed from his nose 
and mouth, and the doctor  
diagnosed him as a cancer 
patient, probably due to 
chain smoking.  Abhima-
na’s condition deteriorated 
and Piyavi began to weep 
as Abhimana  was the one 
person who helped her in 
achieving success.

Abhimana  watched on 
the hospital television, Piyavi 
receiving her award as the  
best singer at the Presiden-
tial Awards Ceremony. When 
Piyavi returned to  the hos-
pital with her award, Abhi-
mana has passed away But 
Piyavi clings  to the belief that 
he is not dead and cherishes 
him in her eternal  memory. 

In the words of the song ‘At Last At Last,’ 
Cathy Menezes, singer/pianist has released 
her solo album supported by bright lights 
in the global music scene. Who would have 
thought that Cathy would have the oppor-
tunity to be backed by Russell Ferrante 

– piano, Mike Shapiro – drums, Alan Hinds and 
Kleber Jorge – guitars, Scott Mayo – flute. 

All thanks goes to Hussain Jiffry, Sri Lankan 
born bassist who has earned a name for himself in 
the States. 

The album is titled ‘A Dream’ and contains 
nine tracks. Since this is her debut album we say, 
well done Cathy, you’ve come a long, long way 
since you were in Sri Lanka and singing with the 
Jetliners. Cathy as we all know is domiciled in 
Melbourne. 

How did it all begin, this idea to release your 
debut album? 

Actually it’s been an amazing five years of study at 
the Victoria College of Arts in Melbourne. A huge 
part of me dearly longed for the intensity of deeper 
knowledge in music and so receiving a scholarship 
for four years helped me achieve that goal. I’m now 
delighted that my song ‘Waves of Seven’, the lead 
song on the album is No. 5 on the Top Ten Regional 
Chart in Australia. Hussain Jiffry is happy for me and 
I say ‘Thank you Jiffry’. 

What prompted you to make a definite decision 
to record an album? 

Well having composed 12 songs (at that time) it 
would seem a shame to see it stored inside a folder, 
and so my friend, Nihal Chandaratne recommended 
that I record these songs with none other than Hus-
sain Jiffry himself. I was nervous at first as to wheth-

er Hussain would ‘feel’ my music or accept it. But as 
soon as he saw the scores, he loved it and the rest is a 
growing story. 

Here in Sri Lanka we have often heard you play-
ing with the Jetliners and other bands in ‘Straight 
forward’ interpretations. What inspired you to do 
complex rhythms and time signatures?

“I was exposed to many variations of rhythmic 
placements and displacements during my placement 
at the Victoria College of Arts in Melbourne. I know 
it sounds like a tongue twister. Listening to vocal-
ists such as Richard Bona and Bobby McFerria and 
instrumentalists like Pat Metheney gave me the boost 
to challenge myself farther into writing odd time sig-
nature tunes. As for the lyrics – yes, they are mostly 
drawn from the events in my life.”

Cathy Menezes is the talented daughter of the 
multi-instrumentalist, the late Tom Menezes and we 

are sure that this album A Dream is not going to be 
the first and the last.

“No, my second album is to be released later this 
year. I’m working on my third album which is a 
tribute to my dad Tom Menezes. The lyrics describe 
his passion for music extremely clearly. I’m sure you 
will love it. Hussain Jiffrey, Russel Ferrante and Oscar 
Seaton will be featured on the 2nd and 3rd Albums 
too.

I’ve had the most memorable journey and have 
been blessed with some Angels and Masters of Music 
supporting me. I am truly grateful and would like 
to say a special ‘Thank You’ to Hussain Jiffrey - my 
Producer and Sound Director, Russell Ferrante, Mike 
Shapiro, Kleber Jorge, Satnam, Jackson, Allen Hinds 
and Gregory Manning. Truly my debut album has 
been ‘A Dream’ come true.”

Your music fans in Sri Lanka wish you good luck!
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Poet, author and dip-
lomat H.A. Azeez 
will launch a book of 
Tamil poems ‘Aynthu 
kandangalin mann’ 
(Soil from five conti-

nents) on May 26 at the Tamil San-
gam, Colombo 6. The book will be 
released by Prof M.A. Nuhman, 
who himself is both a poet and 
a Tamil literary critic. He will be 
the guest speaker. A review of the 
book will be done by Dr. Sumathy 
Sivamohan of the University of 
Peradeniya. Other literati, who are 
billed to speak at this event, will 
approach the poems contained in 
the book from different perspec-
tives, such as gender equality, rec-
onciliation, nature and environ-
ment, as well as other thematic 
facets.

This collection of poems con-
tains poetic expressions of the 
experiences and insights gained 
by the author, H.A. Azeez (real 
name: A.L.A. Azeez), in the dif-
ferent regions he had visited over 
two decades.

Travelled
The author has met hundreds 

of people from different walks of 
life, travelled to places which are 
of cultural, historical and geo-
graphical significance, and seen 
the economic and social condi-
tions of people from abject poverty 
to blinding affluence. A common 
thread binding them all together, 
that he had seen ‘universally’ in his 
view is humanity.

He had admired how commu-
nities in different countries work 
towards overcoming internal con-
tradictions to build better socie-
ties, thereby contributing to the 
progress of their countries, and 
people as a whole. Peace build-
ing and reconciliation are the 
main strands in his poetic fabric, 

as are the respect 
for nature and the 
environment and 
the commitment 
to tolerance, 
non - v i o l e nc e 
and plural-
ism. The author personally 
believes in the wisdom of middle 
path and calls for a change of 
mindsets, including through the 
pursuit of reconciliation diploma-
cy at all levels. 

Insights
There are around 100 poems in 

the collection, which speak direct-
ly or indirectly, of these varied 
themes offering personal insights 
and pointers to a future of shared 
progress and prosperity.

Azeez had served in the SLAS 
as Assistant Government Agent 
in Kattankudy briefly, before join-
ing the Sri Lanka Foreign Service 
more than 25 years ago. The hor-
rors of violence and terror that had 
afflicted the people in that area 
and in the wider region, as well 
as his own experience as a victim 
of terror in his birthplace, Kalmu-
nai, an eastern town, and the vio-
lence of the1980s in the country 

had given a unique perspective 
to his personal and professional 
life. Much of it, further enriched 
by his international exposure and 
insights gained, provides the back-
drop to some of his poems, argu-
ing for peace and unity.

Belief
The author has stressed the 

theme of gender equality in some 
of his poems, manifesting his firm 

belief that an enlightened, bal-
anced and socially 
stable society would 
be a reality only 
through the respect 
for gender, and inte-
gration of gender and 
promotion of equal-
ity both in cultures and 
policies and programs of 
all institutions.

In his long span of 
career service, Azeez had 
held various international 
positions: he had served 

as the President of the General 
Conference of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
and of the Industrial Development 
Board of the UN Industrial Devel-
opment Organisation (UNIDO) 
and Chairman of the Multilateral 
Diplomatic Committee in Vienna 
in 2014. He had been elected the 
Chairperson of Working Group 
A of the Comprehensive Test-Ban 
Treaty Organisation in 2013. He 
also held the position of the Chair 
of the Group of 77 (G 77) Vienna 
Chapter in 2014.

An LL.M degree holder from 
Tribhuvan University in Kathman-
du, Azeez had obtained the Bach-
elor of Law from the University 
of Colombo. He was educated at 
Al-Bahriya School and Kalmunai 
Zahira College, both in Kalmunai. 
He hopes to have his poems trans-
lated into Sinhala and English.

A 
Dream

Gauging the lines between 
heroism and treason

A review of Janatha Drohiya

heroism and treason
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