
Lucky Dias, a most popular 
Sri Lankan cinema and 
teledrama actor, producer and 
director is going to release 
his latest teledrama “Seethala 
Ginidal” on Rupavahini. It is 

a 100 episodes teledrama which will be 
telecast from June 7, 2016. Lucky Dias and 
Sriyantha Mendis come together on screen 
for the first time in history. The Sunday 
Observer spoke to Lucky Dias about his 
teledrama, achievements and on the 
present situation of the teledrama industry 
in Sri Lanka. 

Excerpts:
What made you direct the teledrama 

“Seethala Ginidel” (The Cold War)?
I found the story for “Seethala Ginidel” 

from one of my assistants, Kapila Kumara 
Samarakoon. I was rewarded for my good 
work and I am very much thankful for the 
Rupavahini Corporation for taking it over. 
We are starting this 100 episode teledrama 
on June 7 and will telecast it daily at 7.30 
pm. 

What is “Seethala Ginidel”?
There are two main male characters 

who have taken on the role of thugs since 
20 years ago. One is Dharmawardena, 
played by Sriyantha Mendis and the other 
Newton played by me. Shriyantha and 
I have won awards continuously in the 
industry but unfortunately we have not 
got an opportunity to be cast together. 
This is the first time in the history of our 
career that we are acting together. I took 
the chance to cast Shriyantha opposite me. 
He portrays the affluent rich businessman 
while my role is a guy from the slums. 

 The story opens with the episode where 
Newton enters. He is being pardoned from 
a lifetime jail sentence by the authorities 
for his good behaviour in jail and also 
through the influence of a powerful 
person. Newton’s 20 year life sentence 
in jail ends with the opening of the 
teledrama. He tries to avenge his partner 
who was the reason behind his misery. 
Newton demands his share of the loot 
from a theft that they had undertaken, but 
Dharmawardena refuses it. There begins a 
head-on clash between the two. There are 
young lovers, mothers looking after their 
children to bring them up in situations 
of poverty and many more elements in 
society that are depicted in this story. 

What about the cast and the crew?
I have a brilliant script for the play. It 

means half of my job is done. I have cast 
the right persons in the right roles. I have 
moulded these two together and created 
a brilliant story which the public will like. 
I have always been rewarded at the end of 
my work. I have chosen the right actors 

whether it’s the newcomers, seniors or the 
most popular. 

They have performed well and been 
rewarded too. The public has always 
claimed that whenever there is a Lucky 
Dias’s production or a play, they have 
always been satisfied. Kapila 
Kumara 
Samarakoon 
who has been my 
assistant wrote 
the script. I am 
proud that he is a 
director now. He 
worked with me for 
eight years. 

Tell me about 
your latest movie 
“Breaking News”?

My latest movie 
“Breaking News” 
is a big milestone 
in my career. I have 
produced about six 
films which have 
won Sarasaviya and 
Presidential awards but 
this is one milestone 
in my life. This movie 
has two most popular 
comedy actors from the 
industry. Wijaya Nandasiri 
and Mahendra Perera 
considered as kings of 
comedy in the Sri Lankan 
cinema play the main roles. 

I also play a key role in 
the film. People will see me 
in a very different get up as 
for the first time I am going 
to completely shave off my 
beard. I am playing a police 
officer’s role. The story is a 
situational comedy and not 
the mundane kind of comedy like slipping 
and falling and making faces. ‘Yes boss’ 
was done by Wijaya Nandasiri and me 
which is even enjoyed today. We have a 
good record of doing this comedy. I have 
faith in my audience who has never let 
me down over the past two and a half 
decades. I am keeping my fingers crossed 
that people will love what I am giving 
them. 

What kind of exposure did you get 
from the film industry?

Like most of the actors in Sri Lanka, I 
was not trying hard to achieve the best. 
I never even dreamt of joining the film 
industry. My career was advertising. I 
was moulded by the great advertising 
man who later became the speaker of 
parliament, Dr. Ananda Tissa de Alwis. 
He was my guru and mentor. 

He trained me and I have great respect 
for him. During my school days, I was 
a musician, band leader in a leading 

band in Sri Lanka called the ‘Fireflies 
and the sound waves.’ I needed to give up 
my music career as the acting career was 
more rewarding and thrilling. I became a 
household name with my first 
appearance as ‘Baladeva’ in 
Yashoravaya. The stardom really 
got on to me. I was recognised 
as one of the top actors in the 
country with my first appearance. 

What do you feel about 
telecasting on Rupavahini?

I am really thrilled and very 
thankful to Rupavahini for airing 
me after a long time. I was really 
honoured at Rupavahini and 
they appreciated my teledrama. 
I am totally against the invasion 
of the Korean and Indian dramas 
in our channels. We are virtually 
prostituting ourselves by killing our 
Sinhala industry and letting in the 
International tele dramas coming 
into our channels on a daily basis. 

It is a shame to say that our people hero-
worship them. From the time of Gamini 
Fonseka and Vijaya Kumaratunga, people 
were lining up the streets to have one 
glimpse of those great artistes. We were 
fans of our senior actors but now the 
situation has changed. 

Most of the young boys and girls hero-
worship the Korean and the Indian actors. 

The newcomers to the teledrama 
industry in Sri Lanka are so shabbily 
treated and the public do not even know 
their names. 

It is a shame and a pathetic situation 
prevailing in Sri Lanka today. The foreign 
teledramas have invaded our channels and 
we have allowed them to. 

The Indian actors are more recognised 
by the people in Sri Lanka than the Sri 
Lankan actors. Nowhere in the history of 
any country have they let actors of other 
countries override their industry at the 
cost of destroying their own industry. 
Some channel heads in Sri Lanka are 
allowing this to happen. 

The authorities don’t seem to give a 
damn about it. The channels are allowed 
to import outside products and there is 
no law. This is the sad plight that the local 
teledrama industry has fallen into today.
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Sunday, June 5
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon 
Grand – 5 p.m. 
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinna
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.

Monday, June 6
Savindswa Wijesekera – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 
p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – 
Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m

Tuesday, June 7
DJ Shane – Library –
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, 
Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – 
Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 8
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, Colombo 
Hilton 6 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Shasika & Upul –
 Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m

Thursday, June 9
Changing Lives – Park Street Warehouse 
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Shasika & Upul – 
Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Friday, June 10
Changing Lives – 
Park Street Warehouse Resonance -
Lionel Wendt Theatre – 7.30 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – 
Asylum Restaurant and Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
3 Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – 
Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Shasika + Upul – 
Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – 
Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.  
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – 
Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – 
Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Saturday, June 11
Resonance – Lionel Wendt Theatre – 7.30 p.m.
Sing Along with Misty and Ronnie – Grand 
Monarch Thalawathugoda – 7.30 p.m. 
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your 
Supper, California Grill - 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Los Paradians – 
Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library –
Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

ENTERTAINMENT 
DIARY

A Lucky 
Break

FRENCH SPRING 
FESTIVAL

The Embassy of France and the 
network of the Alliance Francaise 
have once again organised the 
yearly French Spring Festival 
which commenced on June 3 
and will last until the French 
Bastille Day, July 14. This year 
is the 5th edition of the French 
Spring which will showcase 
a variety of events including 
visual arts, cinema and musical 
rhythms ranging from gypsy 
jazz to contemporary songs. 
The thought being to strengthen 

the ties between European 
and South Asian cultures and 
give opportunities for cultural 
explorations and discoveries.

A series of conferences and 
discussions have been organised 
on the risks and potential of the 
increasing number of tourists 
and the development of eco-
friendly practices, contributing 
to raise awareness about the 
importance of moving towards 
sustainable development.

Where visual arts is concerned 

the artist and ethnologist 
Vickie Fremont will conduct 
workshops implementing her 
“recycled out program” and 
photographer Marie Caroline 
Senlis presents black and white 
exhibitions about Versailles 
Palace’s gardens highlighting the 
beauty of France’s heritage. The 
internationally-renowned graffiti 
artist, Marko93 will colour the 
walls of Kandy, Matara and 
Colombo showcasing artwork in 
public space!

June 5 to June 17 – Photography
exhibition by Marie Caroline Senlis, 
10 a.m. - 7 p.m. at Black Cat Cafe,
Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 7.

June 7 – 8.30 a.m. - Preserving a
valuable Natural Heritage – threats to
Sri Lankan Coasts and Marine
Areas and opportunities for sustainable
management and eco-tourism. Venue 
– Jubilee Room, Galle Face Hotel, 
Colombo 3. (On invitation only)

June 9 – June 23 – Colours of Sri
Lanka – Photography Exhibition by
Patrick Brochard at Alliance Francaise
de Kotte, Keppetipola Mawatha,
Colombo 5.

Street Art Performance by Marko 93 – 
June 13 – June 21. In Kandy 
June 13-16, Matara June 16-19,
Colombo June 19-22.

Fashion Exhibition at Lanka Institute of
Fashion Technology – 
June 18-25 at LIFT, 
Horton Place, Colombo 7.

Gypsy Jazz Concert by Gala Swing
Quartet – June 21 Jetwing Hotel,
Galle - 8p.m., June 22 – Matara
Alliance Francaise – 7 p.m., 
June 23 – Cafe Francais, Colombo,
June 24 – Colombo Galle Face, Hote
l – 7 p.m., June 25 – Colombo Barefoot
Cafe – 3 p.m., 

June 26 – Kandy OZO Hotel.
Ballet Dance – Senaka Abeyratne 
– June 26, Nelum Art Centre, Studio.
 Workshop for advanced students.

Recycled Art Program by 
Vickie Fremont –
June 29 – July 13. Tour in 
Sri Lanka and the Maldives.

Literary Sessions by David Foenkinos
– July 12- July16. Talk sessions and
workshops. July 13 at the University of
Kelaniya, July 13 p.m. - Alliance
Francaise de Kotte. July 14 p.m. 
Galle Face Hotel. July 15 p.m. 
Jetwing Lighthouse Hotel – Galle.

French Film Festival – 
July 12 – July 15 at 
NFC Colombo and University 
of Ruhuna, Matara.

July 12 – NFC Colombo – 
Memories – 6.15 p.m.

July 13 – NFC Colombo –
 Memories – 10.00 a.m.
Sand Castles – 5.30 p.m.
A Bottle in the Gaza Sea – 7.30 p.m.

July 15 – NFC Colombo – 
Once in a Lifetime – 5.30 p.m.
 Syngue Sabour – 7.30 p.m.

July 15 – University of Ruhuna, 
Matara. - Memories – 4.30 p.m.

MP

Classical Guitar
Workshop and 
Concert  by 
Aakash Saha

The India Cultural Centre, 
Colombo in association with 
Amarnath Guitar Akademi, 
Colombo and Asian Guitar 
Federation is organizing 
classical guitar workshops 
and Concerts by Aakash 
Saha, Bachelor of Music 
from Chicago College of 
Performing Arts, Roosevelt 
University, USA from June 7 
to 11 at Colombo and Kandy.

The Asian Guitar 
Federation is a growing 
network that connects music 
organisations with the aim 
of enabling music education, 
performance opportunities, 
festivals and competitions for 
the development of classical 
guitar in Asia. Sri Lanka is 
an active member-nation of 
AGF, having already hosted 
maestros from US, Thailand 
and India.

Aakash Saha is a virtuoso 
classical guitarist, chamber 
musician, composer and 
pedagogue from India. He 
has trained directly under 
legendary classical guitarist 
Denis Azabagic (Bosnia-
USA). He completed his 
Bachelor’s of Music degree in 
Classical Guitar Performance 
from Azabagic’s studio at 
the Chicago College of 
Performing Arts, Roosevelt 
University. He has participated 
in Twents Guitar Festival 
(The Netherlands), Koblenz 
Guitar Festival (Germany) 
and Tampere Guitar Festival 
(Finland). He is one of the 
founder and director of 
Calcutta Classical Guitar 
Society and driving force 
behind the Indian Guitar 
Federation and Asian Guitar 
federation.

Contact No 0773475609.

WORKSHOPS
June 8 --- Classical guitar 

workshop 
at Indian Cultural Centre 

– 10 a.m.
June 9 --- Classical guitar 

workshop at Indian Cultural 
Centre – 10 a.m.

CONCERTS
June 7th --- Classical 

guitar concert at Overseas 
School of Colombo, 
Battaramula at 9.30am (for 
students and teachers of 
OSC)

June 10, Classical guitar 
concert at Russian Cultural 
Centre, Colombo 7 at 7.00 
pm

June 11, Classical guitar 
concert at Chandananda 
Buddhist College, Asgiri 
Vihara Mawatha, Kandy at 
6.30 pm

For registrations and 
information email to 
amarnathguitar@gmail.com

Dreaming against 
unseen odds 

Aluth Horek Onee directed by Ajith 
Mendis will be staged on June 12Sunday 
at 3.30 p.m. and 6.45 p.m. at Panadura 
Town Hall.

‘Aluth Horek
Onee’

by Husna Inayathullah 

MOVIES

MUSIC
INTERVIEW

 ‘3 Play’
Make your tracks 

on a Friday 
evening to the 
California Grill, 
Galadari Hotel 

and soak in the vibes of ‘3 Play’ 
who are on a musical journey to 
compliment the cuisine journey 
offered by this fine dining 
restaurants. ‘3 Play’ is led by the 
popular Shiraaz Nooramith whose 
bass drum, stick technique and 
cymbals have a special sound and 
style that echoes “Shiraaz.” He’s 
happy that the other members 
of the Trio are the experienced 
pianist Tamara Ruberu and bassist 
Denver Barnes who moved into 
the professional scene recently. 

In a spool back Shiraaz reveals 
that his interest in playing the 
drums kicked off when he was 
just 10 years old. His father 
got him a set of drums and a 
keyboard and he is proud of 
the fact that he is a self taught 
drummer.

“I used to watch other 
drummers in action and my 

biggest influences in drumming 
were Hassen Musafer and Aruna 
Siriwardhana and on the global 
scene I gathered more on style 
and wrist work from Steve Gadd, 
Billy Cobham and Dave Weckl. It 
has been an exhilarating journey 
for me since I got my little drum 
set when I was ten and believe me 
it was all a forward drive playing 
with so many bands during what 
senior drummers would call my 
formative years.” 

And the band you started 
playing with professionally? 

I was 17 years and the band 
was Sheri and the Sunshine Band. 
Remember Sheridan Kuruppu? 
He was then playing in Negombo 
along with Hilary Christie and 
Clifford de Andrews. Gosh where 
did I go next? “I joined the band 
Charade with Hussain Jiffry, 
Kamal Perera and Adrian de Silva. 
There was ‘Serendib’, Noeline and 
Galaxy and then with Arabesque 
in Switzerland. Switzerland was 
good. You learn to be punctual 
and disciplined on stage or 
otherwise. On my return I joined 
singer Marie de Rosairyo’s band 
with Dr. Farazard Nazeem, and 

Lucky Manikavasagar. I had 
some interesting years with Pro 
Arrangement led by Russell 
Fernando, with pianist Cecit 
Rodrigo, Harshel Rodrigo and 
also with saxophonist Rodney 
Van Heer and I still play with him 
at the Mount Lavinia Hotel. With 
‘3 Play’ we play a wide repertoire 
of music simply because Tamara 
is an accomplished pianist and 
she knows practically every song 
in the book and whatever rhythm 
that is required.” Naturally, since 
Tammy Ruberu has a Licentiate 
from Trinity College, London 
having also won a special award 
in piano. Although she learnt 
in the classical idiom, she was 
trained to play any tune, if the 
occasion demands it.

“Chart hits, other pop songs 
and evergreens pose no problem 
for me. I have a passion for rock 
and my favourite groups are 
Green Bay. Deep Purple and 
Police. As a solo pianist, I play 
at the Hilton Colombo and the 
Cinnamon Grand, my wide 
repetoire stands me in good stead. 
I teach as well, at the Yamaha 
School and I’m proud to say 

that the Sri Lankan students are 
extremely talented with the few 
facilities unlike say in Singapore 
where I was a music teacher 
for some time. We had some 
interesting moments playing at 
the Hilton Colombo as Trio with 
bassist Alston Joachim and now at 
the California Grill with Shiraaz 
it’s an extended experience.

Bassist Denver Barnes enjoys 
playing in today’s music scene and 
he is thankful to his Dad, Romano 
for launching him. He draws his 
influences from Lary Carlton, Lee 
Ritenour, Jaco Pastorius, Melvin 
David and Abraham Laboriel. 
He moved into professional 
playing with Hersched Rodrigo, 
pianist, who heard him at Derek 
Wickramanayake’s house and 
he began playing regularly 
with Herschel at the California 
Grill, Curve and Qbaa, but 
unfortunately Hershel returned 
to the States last year. Now 
at the California Grill he’s 
enjoying himself playing for the 
cosmopolitan guests who make 
the weekly date at the fine diving 
restaurant.

on a musical
journey 

by Dilshan Boange 

whether it’s the newcomers, seniors or the 

Break

Shiraaz Nooramith, 
Denver Barnes and 
Tamara Ruberu.

by Mahes Perera

Sillara Kaasi is telecast daily after 

8 pm Sinhala News on Rupavahini
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