
For G. Watuwalage-
dara art is a form 
of expression and he 
uses semi-abstract 
art and symbol-
ism to communi-

cate what he cannot express in 
words. Some of his paintings 
depict the disillusionment and 
despair he experienced during 
one of the most difficult periods 
in his life and there is a contrast 
between his recent paintings 
and the paintings he did when 
he was a student at the prestig-
ious Saint Martin’s School of Art in London. 

He describes the paintings he did at Saint Martin’s as realistic art 
which required skilled craftsmanship and is aesthetic in nature. He 
says that the environment in which an artist lives influences his work, 
and his paintings also depict disturbance, uneasiness, indecisiveness, 
restlessness, violence and war. 

In these paintings the 
human figure has been dis-
torted purposely in order to 
create a picture that is open 
to multiple interpretations. 
He uses a mixture of oils and 
acrylics and places objects to 
fill the spaces in his paintings 
and is not concerned about 
its design or meaning. He 
also studied art under David 
Paynter and attended Hay-
wood College. He is influ-
enced by the philosophy of 
Bertrand Russell and likes lis-
tening to music.

S aman Leema 
Pereira is 
inspired to 
paint by the 
beautiful 
natural sur-
roundings 
of her home 

in the village of Meda-
wathugoda. She says the 
surroundings of coconut 
trees, paddy fields, jack 
fruit trees and the river 
gives her serenity and 
enables her to be creative. 
She explains that no one 
in particular influenced or encour-
aged her to paint, and when her children 
started schooling she found plenty of 
time to paint. 

She likes painting on glass and all the 
designs for glass paint are her own, and 
she has a collection of designs based on 
different themes and topics. 

She uses different brushes and glass 
paint outliner with vibrant colours. She 
first draws a design on paper and then 
she draws the design on glass using 
the glass paint out liner which gives a 
stained glass effect. 

Saman Leema also draws figures and 
landscapes because she comes across 
a wide range of natural scenes in her 
surroundings. She uses media such as 

water colour, acrylic, oil on canvas and pen-
cil and also does mosaic art and handmade 
greeting cards. 

The artist spent her formative years of her 
childhood with her siblings in archaeologi-
cal sites in Sri Lanka because her father was 
an archaeologist who worked in Sigiriya, 

Dambulla, Polonnaruwa, 
Anuradhapura, Yapahuwa 
and many other historical 
sites. She remembers holding 
her father’s hand while climb-
ing Sigiriya for the first time 
and walking with him through 
the jungles of Sigiriya. 

Her father would describe 
the ancient sites he worked 
in and that developed her 
love for art. She studied in 
the Kuliyapitiya Convent, and 
then moved to Colombo and 
studied at Lindsay school in 
Bambalapitiya. After complet-
ing her schooling, she joined 
Lankadeepa as a journalist for a 
few years. 

Saman Leema has held two 
exhibitions at the Sri Lanka 
National Art Gallery and has a 
gallery at home.

 A painting  and photo exhi-
bition connecting Sri Lanka 
and India was held at Lionel

Wendt Art Gallery, last week.
Works of Sri Lanka’s one of 

the leading water color paint-
ers, Royden O. Gibbs and a 
photo-exhibition of a young 
Indian artist Ms Anavi Singh 
were on display at the event 
which was 
organized by Aide et Action 
International. 
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