
The much sought after C & 
C led by the versatile Chandani 
has been a driving force in 
the music industry ever since 

she launched her band 
ten years ago. With an 
elastic repertoire that 
attracts both young 
and old C & C have 

gathered countless fans 
which makes them a 

popular choice 
for formal 

dances, 

author has built up this affiliation to 
grasp the interest of the reader. In the 
story, on the occasions they meet, the 
subject never comes up. However, hid-
den memories in Devaki’s mind and 
the fragrance of affection lingered on.

Maithriya or loving kindness 
towards humanity is the only remedy 
for wars, armed struggles and ethnic 
conflicts. Loving kindness is very rare, 
like diamonds. Glass splinters too 
shine like diamonds. But they are not 
diamonds. Nihal Jayatunga success-
fully presented this virtue through 
“Ruhiru Pooja”. It is a creative and 
artistic novel.

I have to say, although we reject 
racism, there are a few sentences and 
words in the book which rouse these 
elements.Finally, it is a must read for 
politicians, as it touches the sensitive 
pros and cons, the tragedy, frustration, 
treachery and hardship of an unwar-
ranted civil strife of 30 years, which 
we all have experienced.

- Sarana Sri Mendis

Lungs - 
sums up 
life in a 
line or 
two  
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MONDAY July 4

Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

TUESDAY July 5

Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY July 6

Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, Colombo 
Hilton 6 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m

THURSDAY July 7

Ananda Dabare String Quartet – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Changing Lives – Park Street Warehouse 
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.

FRIDAY July 8

Words on the Mount – Mount Lavinia Hotel Ayurveda 
Expo 2016 - BMICH
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
3 Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.   
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY July 9

Sing a long with Damayantha -BMICH- 7 p.m.
Words on the Mount – Mount Lavinia Hotel Ayurveda 
Expo 2016 - BMICH
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your Supper, 
California Grill - 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m.

EntErtainmEnt 

                  

DRAMA

by Maneshka Borham

FILMS Why bring a child into a world that isn’t 
full of sugar and spice and all that’s nice?  

without regrets, that  shows little love for 
humanity.  

On the aspect of stagecraft I felt the 
stark minimalism that was  presented, the 
‘pervasive bareness’ surrounding the actors 
on stage may  even stand to signify in an 
abstract sense the ‘barrenness’ within the  
two of them at the outset, who although 
are biologically fertile, are  somewhat 
infertile in conceiving a life of togetherness 
as a family in  the traditional sense within 
the formalised institution of marriage.  

Although the woman was the wronged 
one, towards the second phase of  the 
development of their union, I couldn’t help 
but see‘toxicity’ in the  woman’s charac-
ter from the early stages of the play. Her 
character was  brought to life in a way 
that made her seem the more emotionally 
needy  and volatile one. 

I dare say there were attributes that 
made her seem  something of a ‘pseudo 
feminist’ at times.  

Towards the end, as the final line, ‘I love 
you’ is spoken, you do  realize that beneath 
it all were two characters who were on a 
trajectory  of events and emotions that say 
they are after all, human. You will  realize 
you have been in the grip of seeing their 
humanness at play. And  at that singular 
moment you cannot help but feel love for 
them.  

Once upon a pleasant even-
ing many years ago, my good 
friend Lakruwan Withanage, who 
is now an accomplished profes-
sional in film and  TV commercial 
production field, related to me 
the plot of his Sinhala short  play 
Kadadhasi Boattoo (Paper Boats) 
which had been performed in the  
State Drama Festival of 2004. At 
the heart of the play he narrated 
to  me, was a survey on how eco-
nomic adversity creates a crippling 
emotional  dilemma on several 
people, whether or not they should 
become parents.  One young man 
in the play, Kadadhasi Boattoo, is 
afraid he will not be  able to fulfil 
his paternal obligations to his child 
from an economic  vantage. The 
desire for children also causes anxi-
eties of how successful  first time 
parents would be in ‘bringing up’ 
a ‘person’ after  accomplishing the 
‘procreation’ of a ‘human’.  

Lungs, a British play written by 
Duncan Macmillan, and staged as a  
directorial work by Sashane Perera 
at the Punchi Theatre, which I  
watched on its closing night on 
June 26, showed a space where full  
‘ventilation’ was made of the anxi-
eties of a young couple at impend-
ing  parenthood, that begins a core 
question of whether they should 
have a  child and if it would prove 
to be a salutary decision?  

Produced by Dinesh Maheswaran 
Lungs was a Stage Light and Magic  
Theatre Company presentation 
rated as an adults only show. As 
a work of  proscenium theatre it 
added newness in performance, 
style, genre, and  subject matter to 
Colombo’s theatre scene of the day. 
The play consists  of two charac-

ters; a nameless young man and 
a nameless young woman  played 
respectively by Dino Corera and 
Tehani Chitty. Set in a  completely 
white, bare set that has only a rec-
tangular box at the centre  as the 
only ‘stage prop’, and two doors 
on opposing sides for the  players 
to make their occasional exits to 
allow the other, complete  iso-
lated moments onstage, the actors 
presented what was arguably an  
arduous task, given the spectrum 
of emotions they had to portray/
deliver  without the luxury of dif-
ferent players coming on stage 
at any point  offering respite by 
diverting the spotlight away from 
the principal  characters. Corera 
and Chitty, together with the direc-
tor, Sashane  Perera deserve robust 
applause for the task they accom-
plished  commendably; and they 
most certainly were duly saluted 
that night by the  audience.  

Celebrity status  
He is a musician who hasn’t 

reached super rich celebrity sta-
tus yet,  and she is reading for a 
PhD and hopeful of having better 
employment  prospects after com-
pleting her doctorate. And between 
them is a notable  gap in intellec-
tuality. It is one of the key grounds 
on which  insecurities breed and to 
an extent sets the status quo of the  
psychological power play between 
them.  

While watching Lungs I recalled 
a scene from Michael Ondaatje’s  
novel The English Patient where 
the character of the thief David  
Caravaggio says to the Indian Kir-
pal Singh, with reference to Hana 
-  “Could you fall in love with her 
if she wasn’t smarter than you? I 
mean,  she may not be smarter 

‘FIndIng dory’ 
Whirlwind journey across 
colourful and magical seas

‘Finding Dory’ is perhaps the most 
anticipated movie sequel of the year 
by children and adults alike.  Follow-
ing the movie ‘Finding Nemo’ after 
13 long years ‘Finding Dory’ takes 
viewers on a similar but also some-
what different journey as that of the 
first movie. Instead of focusing on 
Nemo and his father Marlin, as the 
title suggests it takes moviegoers on a 
whirlwind journey across the colour-
ful and magical seas created by Pixar 
following the Regal Blue Tang fish 
Dory who has as she puts it and tells 
everyone she meets, a ‘short term 
memory loss’. 

The movie from its start is fast 
paced as Dory sees flashes from 
her past which takes her, Marlin 
and Nemo on a perilous and excit-
ing journey across the sea in search 
of Dory’s long lost family when 
eventually Dory finds her way into 
a Marine Life Institute. While in 
the first movie Dory’s amnesia is a 
long running gag, in ‘Finding Dory’ 
however, her memory impairment 
becomes somewhat terrifying as one 
watches Dory’s difficulty in navigat-
ing day to day life. It also tugs at the 
heartstrings of all parents, especially, 
that of parents with children who 
have special needs as Dory’s par-
ents, share their worries, hopes and 
dreams for Dory as they try to pre-
pare her for life while living with her 
disability. The movie gives viewers 
an understanding of the illness while 
impressing upon them the difficul-
ties people with amnesia have to face 
daily. However, ‘Finding Dory’ does 
so subtly without overwhelming the 
movie with the topic, thereby striking 
a good balance.

Incidents
The movie entwines with vari-

ous incidents of the past along with 
various instances of the first movie 

going back and forth between the 
two while it also explains how Dory 
ended up where she did. 

Another standout is one of the 
new characters, an octopus missing 
one tentacle named ‘Hank’ voiced 
by Ed O’Neil from sitcom Modern 
Family. Having lived in captivity 
Hank is terrified of being released to 
the sea and is willing to do anything 
to be transported to another facility. 
As he says he just wants to live in a 
glass box, which explains the similar 
tendencies of animals that have lived 
in captivity for a long period being 
unable to adjust to their true natural 
environments. This is another aspect 

of animal rights being brought up by 
the movie, while similar messages 
are clear through Dory’s journey 
through the maze of the Marine Life 
Institute in her journey to trace her 
home while overcoming her amnesia 
to arrive safely at her long forgotten 
home.  

The end of the movie is emotional 
and is also action packed than the 
ending of ‘Finding Nemo’ featuring 
fish in control of a truck being driven 
and Otters who disrupt traffic by 
hugging each other. The movie too 
gives a message that as the animals 
in the movie, together anything can 
be achieved while chaos should be 
embraced when life does not go 
according to plan. 

Plot
Ellen Degeneres voicing Dory is 

exceptional with her comedic timing 
while another favourite was Ty Bur-
rell as Bailey the Beluga Whale. 

Even though the plot cannot be 
exactly called original due to its simi-
larities to the first movie, it is never-
theless full of positivity and can do 
attitude. It imparts many wonderful 
messages to children and adults alike 
thereby making it a must watch. 

‘Finding Dory’ is rated PG (Paren-
tal guidance suggested). 

Running time: 1 hour 43 minutes.

Dory - Ellen Degeneres
Marlin - Albert Brooks
Nemo - Hayden Rolence
Jenny - Diane Keaton
Charlie - Eugene Levy
Destiny - Kaitlin Olson
Bailey - Ty Burrell
Fluke - Idris Elba
Rudder - Dominic West
Mr. Ray - Bob Peterson 
Sigourney Weaver - 
As herself

Cast

In the recent past, any topic as the 
cynosure of a discussion, wheth-
er a novel, short story, poetry, 
cinema or  teledrama,  is mostly 

related to the ethnic conflict.
“Ruhiru Pooja” has been  writ-

ten taking the ultimate result of the 
ethnic conflict as the base. I wonder 
whether it has drawn the attention 
of the reader. Has it deviated from 
other books written on the subject, 
and directed towards a new angle 
recreated by analyzing the issue more 
widely and in depth.

Nihal has made a great effort and 
dedication to emphasize the ele-
ment in the characters in “Ruhiru 
Pooja”. Hence the main characters in 
the story, Colonel Siridasa and Prof. 
Devaki and all other minor characters 
become alive, like live beings with 
flesh and blood who could endure 
pain, sorrow, shock and joy. The 
author has been able to formulate the 
personalities of men and women to 
be real and drift away from the mode 
of black and white pictures.

The book consists of 499 pages.
To create a story to interest the 

reader, and grasp it effortlessly is a 
feat the author has achieved skillfully, 
without getting lost among complex 
matters, writing in a delicate pat-
tern, a simple text, flexible and in an 
attractive style.

Recreated
The story of “Ruhiru Pooja” wraps 

around the ethnic conflict that we 
all know, which lead to the bloody 
armed struggle causing death to 
many thousands, on both sides. The 
author has gone deep into the issue, 
and recreated every incident with a 
sense of reality which enhances the 
confidence of the reader. Similarly, 
it is presented as an artistic text to 
establish the value of the story.

The main male character, the hero, 
is Colonel Siridasa, an army intelli-
gence officer, as well as an active par-
ticipant in army combat operations. 
On many occasions he commanded 
these operations. The heroine is a 
professor named Devaki. She is a 

Tamil and is against terror-
ism who hated the LTTE 
and the ethnic war.

Prof. Devaki’s two sons 
were killed while training 
in an LTTE camp in an 
operation commanded by 
Col. Siridasa. Devaki knew 
it. On another occasion 
Siridasa’s twin brother was 
abducted by a white van, 
mistaking him to be the 
colonel, and was never 
found. 

 Col. Siridasa and 
Devaki meet each other at 
the Wellagong University 
premises. Devaki recog-
nised him and looked at 
him with hatred in her 
eye. It was the first time 
they come across after 30 
years. Eventually, the rift 
was patched up and they 
became friendly as Sri 
Lankans on a foreign soil.

Struggle
The story flows with 

her reminiscences of the 
past. To expose the ulti-
mate result of the armed 
struggle and depict the 
ruthlessness of the war, the 
author strategically uses the two 
main characters in the story. Only the 
soldiers realize how tough the war 
is. This army officer is law abiding, 
disciplined but sentimental. He did a 
lot to reform the surrendered terror-
ists. Similarly, a writer with human 
kindness. He leaves the armed ser-
vices, cursing racism and the armed 
conflict.

Because of the spiteful politics, not 
only the army but the whole country 
lost a national treasure, such as, Colo-
nel Siridasa.“Ruhiru Pooja” is a socio- 
scientifically and politically created 
novel mixed with war literature. 
However, a glint of romantic inclina-
tion between Siridasa and Devaki, 
especially, in Devaki appears and 
disappears throughout the story. It is 
because they were both on the same 
stage. Siridasa, then an army captain 
married, and Devaki a teenage stu-
dent. Not knowing he was married 
she sent him some letters. Unfortu-
nately, he did not receive them.

After three decades, they meet on 
a foreign soil by accident. All these 
years, Prof. Devaki lived with the 
sweetness of the past reminiscences, 
but Col. Siridasa realized it only at the 
end of the story. It appears that the 

by Dilshan Boange than you. But isn’t it important for 
you to  think she is smarter than you 
in order to fall in love?”  

Throughout the entire play there 
is no change of scenery except what  
is inferred as a change of scene from 
the words and bodily nuances of  the 
players. Their costumes do not change 
either. There is no change to  their 
make-up to visually depict ageing. It 
is the dialogue, facial  expressions, 
and body movement that speak of the 
passage of time and  change of set-
tings and progress of events.  

From discussing about the pros-
pect of parenthood, to conceiv-
ing,  preparing for the impending 
parenthood, the miscarriage, the 
resultant  benumbing inertia and 
the consequent breakdown in the 
relationship, and  the turbulent path 
that paves the way for the eventual 
parenthood, and  the end of their 
‘journey’ are all narrated as a theatri-
calised verbal  discourse between the 
two players whose physical interplay 
and dialogue  ‘depict’ the change their 
inner selves go through, and thereby 
make  representation of the passage of 
time and events. It’s marvellous how  
sometimes a ‘life’ can be summed up 
through certain key moments being  
captured in a line or two. Our world 
of potent emotions and compelling  
events transcribed to language.  

The Buddha, in the Samyuththa 
Nikaya (Connected Discourses) says 
“In  this one-fathom long body with 
its perceptions and thoughts, do I  
proclaim the world, the origin of the 
world, the cessation of the world  and 
the path leading to the cessation of 
the world.” Seeing how without  the 
use of a single material implement, 
except for the clothing on their  bod-
ies, the two actors narrated through 
their words and their bodies an  entire 

‘life’ with its spectrum of anxieties, 
joys, sorrows, anger,  frustrations, 
expectations, hopes, fears, hypocrisies, 
it seems the  bodies of the players 
with all their capacities for (verbal 
and  nonverbal) expression served to 
create the characters’ ‘world’.  

The nameless man and woman 
seem to stand as more than two spe-
cific  personae and able to represent 
symbolically predicaments faced by  
different persons when faced with the 
prospect of parenthood, especially  if 
there is uncertainty and even insecu-
rity underscoring their  situation in 
life and relationship as a whole.  

Apart from the economics that 
affect when a couple decides to start a  
family, a central concern of the couple 
is what sort of world is their  child 
going to be born into and be part 
of? Why bring a child into a  world 
that isn’t full of sugar and spice and 
all that’s nice? The world  at large as 
perceived by the couple is besieged by 
terrorism,  environmental destruction, 

and global warming and overall 
nastiness.  But! What if their child 
becomes that beam of sunshine that 
leads the  way for a revolution that 
clears all grey skies? The way in which  
hypothetical scenarios are conceived 
and arbitrarily deduced and  calcu-
lated as probable outcomes by this 
couple in relation to issues  that affect 
the world as much as themselves, is 
astounding. The extremes  at which 
the two swing in their pessimism and 
idealism is astonishing,  amusing, 
and shows as a couple of armchair 
eco-warriors at the outset,  how their 
primary involvement is thinking, 
imagining and (rationally)  conjectur-
ing about dealing with the future (of 
parenthood) rather than  dealing with 
it as they go on.  

Emotional intelligence  
Throughout the play one thing that 

struck me was that neither of  them 
shows much emotional intelligence; 

Launch of Kite Dreams - 
An Anthology of Poems 

The author Dr Dilantha Gunawardana (left) presenting a copy 
of ‘Kite Dreams’ to Prof Sunanda Mahendra     

June 24 was the launch date of the maiden collection of 
poems by Dr Dilantha Gunawardana titled ‘Kite Dreams’. The 
poems in this collection were largely written between 2014-
2015 and portray Dilantha’s vision of the world. This anthol-
ogy of poems was published by Sarasavi Publishers.   

The chief guest at the book launch was Prof Sunanda 
Mahendra and the guest of honour Malinda Seneviratne. 
The book launch was a close-knit and intimate event and the 
audience comprised largely of family, friends, colleagues and 
well-wishers.   

‘Kite Dreams’ can be bought from Sarasavi Bookshops. It is 
priced at Rupees 250/=.   

C & C on a 
suCCess
    wave

corporate gigs, night clubs 
and on concert stages.

A familiar band at 
Kingsbury, C & C entertain 
the guests on Wednesday 
evenings and also on 
Sundays at Brunch. What’s 
more the band now keeps 
music lovers on their toes 
at the Margarita Blue on 
Thursday evenings as well 
as being the featured band 
at theme nights.

Your band has had a 
change of personnel 

over the past months, 
are you happy with 
your present line 
up?

“Yes I am happy. 
We jell together 
which is an 
important factor 
for a band. My 

present line 
up is me 
on lead 
vocals, 

SUNDAY July 3

The Return of Ralahamy – Lionel Wendt – 7.30 p.m.
Paul Fernando – live in concert – Bishop’s College 
Auditorium – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinna
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.

Ruhiru Pooja
Author: Nihal P. Jayatunga  
A Fastpublishing Publication  
Price: Rs. 600  

CreatIve  and
artIStIC  

by Mahes Perera
Book launCh
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