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Past pupil of Nalanda College: 
I entered the University of 
Kelaniya to follow a Mass 
Communication degree. 
I have a diploma in fashion 
designing from Singer 
and am now working as a 
freelance fashion designer.
I am happy I decided to take 
part in this competition 
because it is a good 
opportunity for us to 
showcase our talent in this 
field.  
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 I completed my studies at 
Loyal Ladies College, Kandy, 
and was a CATS Designer 
awards participant. When I was 
young my ambition was to be a 
sensational Fashion Designer. I 
love fashion and I love to create 
new designs.  
Eventhough I have been 
educated in a different stream, 
I have always been interested 
in the fashion field and inspired 
by successful designers like: 
Zuhair Murad, Ellie Saab, 
Pronovias, Roberto Cavalli, 
Reem Acra.   
Winning this competition 
would mean a lot to me 
and will be a huge stepping 
stone for my future. I heartily 
congratulate and wish my 
co-competitors good luck. Let’s 
take this ride and make it a 
memorable one.  

IRESHA SAMANMALI
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Cha  

The finale 
will be on 

August 28.

wo weeks more 
for the semi final 

which will be 
worked off on July 31 at 

the host hotel the Grand 
Oriental Hotel. 

The contestants are 
now busy putting the 

finishing touches to 
their outfits. Who will be 

in and who will be left 
out will be in the hands 

of the judges.
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ANOTHER OPTION TO PURSUE 
YOUR DREAMS  

outh in Sri Lanka are 
fortunate to have an 

opportunity to further 
their studies through 
the ANC Education 

launch of the Australian 
Foundation Program 
and the Australian Direct 
Placement. 

A large gathering of well 
wishers were present to 
learn the options opened   
to students. 

Our cameraman 
Thushara Fernando was 
on hand to capture the 
moments.  

UNIQUE 
‘WORDS ON 
THE MOUNT’

Maintaining its tradition of innovation the Mount 
Lavinia Hotel celebrated its 210th anniversary 
with a unique ‘Words on the Mount’ 3 day 

event. The literary heritage of the hotel was established 
through specially written radio plays and stage 
performances by a fine cast of authors – foreign and 
Sri Lankan. “Mount Lavinia, the Governor’s Palace” 
- 2nd edition, authored by Shevanthi Gunasekera 
was launched  who was the event curator. The grand 
celebration of the launch was captured for memories 
by our cameraman Shan Rambukwella. 

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
arrives for the event accompanied by 
Ms. Maithri Wickremesinghe

The Chairman 
of the Mount 
Lavinia Hotel 
Sanath Ukwatte 
addresses the 
guests.

The Prime Minister and his wife enjoying the stage presentation

The Chairman of the Mount Lavinia 
Hotel Sanath Ukwatte presents the 
book “Mount Lavinia, the Governor’s 
Palace” to Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe

Minister of Primary Industries, 
Daya Gamage and his wife Anoma Rohan Candappa, 

author of 
Picklehead 
during his stage 
performance

Authors exchanging words

Sanath Ukwatte and his family

Kumar de Silva and 
Angela Seneviratne

Sunethra Bandaranaike and 
Paikiasothy Saravanamuttu

Symphony in red

Author Louis de Bernieres 
and guest

Acting Australian High Commissioner, 
Mrs. Charlotte Blundel addresses the invitees

From Nugegoda:  “A girl with 
her pencil and a sketch book”, 
that’s what they called me 
whenever I tried to create new 
designs I am 22 years old, and 
I’m at the University of Kelaniya 
studying a public relations and 
media management course. I’m 
interested in Fashion design-
ing, and I participated in the 
model of the year in 2015. I 
have my own label, for my 
clothes which is called “habby”. 
I admire Tommy Hillfiger world 
famous fashion designer. I hope 
I can create different designs 
for this CATS competition, and 
thank the chairperson Kumudu 
Amarasinghe for giving us the 
opportunity to express our 
creativity.  
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