
Continuing our focus on Aviation in Asia, we will take a look at 
the aviation scene concerning Sri Lanka in this week’s column. 
Things are looking up for Colombo (Bandaranaike Interna-

tional Airport) with several more airlines lining up to start services to 
Colombo in the next few months.   

The world’s oldest airline KLM is scheduled to start Boeing 787-9 
Dreamliner services to Colombo from its Amsterdam Schiphol hub 
from October this year. KLM’s arrival in Sri Lanka after a lapse of 
around 20 years is a cause for celebration, because it will bolster con-
nectivity from Europe. This will be especially helpful when SriLan-
kan’s flights to Frankfurt and Paris terminate by November this 
year. Although the twice-weekly service has been described as being 
“seasonal” for the moment, KLM is likely to operate the flights year-
round if there is enough demand. Several package tour operators 
have already signed up with KLM to reserve capacity on its flights to 
Colombo.   

Another European airline looking forward to resuming flights to 
Sri Lanka from November onwards is the leisure airline Thomson 
Airways, now being rebranded TUI after its parent group. TUI will 
fly its latest Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners to Colombo from London 
Gatwick weekly (SriLankan operates to London Heathrow), Stock-
holm Arlanda and Helsinki (biweekly). This will boost tourism from 
the Scandinavian market. Tourists from these countries earlier had 
to change planes in Dubai, London or Abu Dhabi to get here, but 
direct flights will make the journey more appealing and less of a has-
sle. Being essentially a charter operation, the airline is unlikely to 
carry ethnic traffic (passengers of Sri Lankan/Maldivian origin), but 
the bigger need is to carry tourist traffic. Thus, it fits the country’s 
requirements perfectly.  

Connectivity
Sri Lanka will get better connectivity to Europe and Ukraine when 

the Ukraine International Airlines launches direct Boeing 767-300 
flights in Kiev (Boryspil airport) in Ukraine from November 1 this 
year.   

Biman Bangladesh is another airline considering new flights to Sri 
Lanka to complement Mihin Lanka’s existing Colombo-Dhaka return 
flights. According to sources at the Civil Aviation and Tourism Min-
istry of Bangladesh and Biman, the national flag carrier has decided 
to start operations on the Dhaka-Colombo-Dhaka and Dhaka-Male-
Dhaka routes during the upcoming winter season. Austrian Airlines, 
LOT Polish Airlines, Himalaya Airlines (Kathmandu-Colombo-
Kathmandu) and Neos are among the other airlines operating sea-
sonally to Colombo. Several private Indian carriers are also awaiting 
the green light from the Indian Government to start operations to 
Colombo.   

Airlines already serving Sri Lanka are also increasing their flight 
frequencies to the country. Emirates, for example, will add a fifth 
daily flight from Dubai to Colombo using Boeing 777 equipment 
from August 1. With a large number of travellers to Sri Lanka transit-
ing through the Middle East, this will be a major boost for tourism 
here. Singapore Airlines too has added a second flight to Colombo on 
a number of days.   

More airlines are waiting in the wings to enter Sri Lankan Air-
space but some of the bilateral air services or lack thereof could be 
hindering their moves. Sri Lanka must work out bilateral air services 
agreements with more countries in order to boost connectivity until 
the much-talked-about Open Skies policy is effectively implemented. 
Such a policy is already in effect for the Mattala Rajapaksa Interna-
tional Airport for which the Government is seeking more invest-
ments and airline operations. We need more inbound airline seats 
for Colombo if the Government is to realize the target of 2.5 million 
tourists per year in the short term.  

It is also heartening to see that the authorities have turned their 
attention to renovating the BIA runway after a lapse of 30 years. In 
the absence of a second runway, this will temporarily hinder aircraft 
movements during daytime, for a few months from January next 
year, but once the repair is completed more airlines will be tempted 
to come in. This is part of a complete upgrading project at the BIA 
which will see its passenger handling capacity increase drastically to 
15 million passengers a year. 

A380
The BIA, built to handle just six million passengers a year is 

already strained in terms of passenger capacity (last year it handled 
8.5 million passengers) and severely congested during certain times 
of the day, so this upgrade too is long overdue.  

A new split-level passenger terminal building, which separates 
arrivals and departures vertically, a new pier with eight boarding 
gates, and 14 passenger boarding bridges, with a dedicated gate com-
prising two passenger boarding bridges for the new Airbus A380, 
will be included in the proposed new complex. There would also 
be a remote apron and an additional nine parking stands to ease air 
traffic movement. There will be bigger car parks for the benefit of 
passengers and their families. Extra air navigation and physical safety 
enhancements are also planned.  

Once the entire project implemented with Japanese assistance is 
completed by around 2020, the Colombo airport will rival some 
of the best airports in the region. It will be able to handle the Air-
bus A380 via air bridge (not Neoplan buses - Colombo can already 
handle the A380, which has made three emergency landings at the 
airport) and many more wide-bodied aircraft such as the Airbus 
330/350 simultaneously. 

Travel Boom
This will hopefully attract more airlines to Colombo, giving the 

passengers a wider choice. There is also a need for regular scheduled 
domestic flights using bigger (around 100 passengers) aircraft such as 
the new Bombardier CS 100 – the countrywide upgrading of domes-
tic airports now under way could point in this direction. If tourism 
takes off in a big way, the present seaplane and helicopter-based 
domestic operations will not suffice.   

No airport can succeed without a superb network of ground trans-
port, which is sorely lacking at BIA at present, with taxi touts harass-
ing local and foreign passengers for ‘hires’ as soon as they emerge 
from the arrivals terminal. The locals usually brush them off, but it 
creates a bad impression among foreign visitors, just 10 minutes into 
their sojourn in Sri Lanka. Fortunately, the BIA development plan 
calls for speedier access to the Katunayake Expressway and a rail 
link to Colombo, as found in many other airports around the world. 
There should also be a proper, highly regulated taxi stand free of 
touts, in addition to a convenient bus stand.  

The Asia Pacific region will be the centre of growth in travel for 
the next 40-50 years – as we mentioned in this column last week, 
both Boeing and Airbus anticipate thousands of new midrange 
aircraft orders from the region to fuel that intra-Asian and Asia 
inbound travel boom. Sri Lanka is geographically ideally located to 
take advantage of this boom and become a mini aviation hub next to 
Singapore and Dubai. The BIA renovation and additional flights to 
Colombo by a host of global airlines will help meet this goal.   

 

The Hiru Golden Film Award is a Sri 
Lankan awards ceremony honoring cin-
ematic achievements in the film industry 
where winners are awarded the statuette. 
The Chairman, Asia Broadcasting Cor-
poration (ABC), Rayynor Silva said, he 
has a great vision, i.e. to give a boost to 
languish the film Industry in Sri Lanka 
and it is the reason why Hiru TV started 
the Hiru Golden Film Awards in 2014.   

The Hiru Golden Film Awards 2016, 
will be held at the Nelum Pokuna Theatre, 
Colombo, on September 11 from 5.00pm 
onwards. 

The announcement was made at a 
media briefing held in Colombo, attend-
ed by Directors of the ABC Network. 
The updated webiste www.hirugolden-

filmawards.lk was also launched at the 
media briefing.   The awards ceremony 
will felicitate 40 awards after judging 45 
films and short films of 150 filmmakers, 
screened in the last two years. 

The event will see the awarding of 
artistic, popular and special awards. 
Awards for the most popular cinematic 
creations will be selected through a 
process of public voting, conducted via 
sms, phone calls and online.   

A host of Bollywood stars including 
actors and singers are set to dazzle the 
star studded event. Anil Kapoor, Sunil 
Shetty, Vivek Oberoi, Bipasha Basu, 
Alka Yagnik, Neha Dhupia, Madhuri 
Dixit, SriDevi, Raveena Tandon, Jackie 
Shroff, Karisma Kapoor and Neil Nitin 
Mukesh are expected to come down for 
the event.    

Under the sky one starry night,   
Lying in the shade of our margosa tree   
My mind was absorbing the beauties around   
Mother Nature has gifted this world.   
The golden beams of the smiling moon   
Were bathing the world with a shining haze.   
Fanning me slowly was the cooling breeze   
Dancing to its tune was my unruly curls.   
Sparkling diamonds were covering the sky   
Trembling moonbeams were shredding through leaves   
Shimmering patterns were appearing on the green   
Spreading sweet scents were the nightly sprigs.   
Fireflies were zigzagging through leaves and bushes   
Searching for prey to fulfil their stomachs.   
Bats were flapping around the trees   
Silently biting the ripened fruits.   
My mind was filled with pleasant thoughts,   
I drifted off to an undisturbed sleep.   
 - Lalitha Somathilaka 

A rapport, a rhapsody, the pageant in Kandy,  
A living canavas of ethnic variety.  
A jubilant parade, not a cacophony.  
Races merging- a living symphony  
‘Raja Maha Perahera’ in dazzling grandeur,  
‘paththini’ ‘Nathe’, a racial splendour.  
Customs galore, of ancient traditions,  
Beauty lovers, of many a nation,  
Spellbound watch a myriad of colour,  
Where resplendent dancers, leap in vigour.  
The luminous flames of gleaming torches,  
illumines, a rapt, audience that watches.  
The processions itself are mystique symbols,  
To fanatics who clash terrorist cymbals.  
‘Maliga’ Tuskers in all their majesty,  
Carries the revered relics of sanctity,  
Along the pavement the ethnic bounty  
Sinhalese and others, in humane unity.  
From time immemorial, our ties were forged,  
Cultures, customs, intrinsically merged.  
A human gallery like the Canterbury Tales,  
My ethnic Lanka of hills and dales.  
It wrings my heart at cries of Eelam,  
United let’s stand, to nurture our freedom  
With anguish and pain, you are music too  
My ‘tear drop’ Lanka you are You!  
The multi ethos is the spirit of my land  
The fabric woven with ethnic strand  
Can paltry politics, pale, a paradise isle?  
Could demon hands, wipe, my mother’s smile?  

 - Nafeela Mukthar 

BIA expansion 
long-felt need  
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A book of poetry, Four Things by 
Anne Ranasinghe was launched at 
her residence in Colombo recently. 
The book and the event were spon-
sored by the German Embassy. 
German Ambassador Dr. Jurgen 
Morhard and Mrs. Petra Morhard 
attended the launch. Dr. Morhard 
speaking at the event said he was 
deeply moved that Anne Ranasinghe 
lost her country, her home and her 
fatherland. He said it is a very special 
book which offered an insight into 
German culture and it is important 
because Anne Ranasinghe is the 
custodian of the German language in 
Sri Lanka. The Ambassador further 
said that he appreciated the effort she 
made to have this book published.

Anne Ranasinghe said that when 
the German Embassy offered to 
sponsor her book her response was 

one of overwhelming delight which 
does not happen too often in a life-
time. She also said her friends had 
suggested for a long time that she 
write this book of poetry, but it was 
not easy for her to decide what went 
in. She has included some poems 

which she translated from German 
into English.  The poems have Bibli-
cal allusions and the process of writ-
ing these poems enabled her to re-
discover German culture. The poems 
create an atmosphere with references 
to both German and Sri Lankan 

culture. The event also featured read-
ings of the poems by Petra Morhard, 
Lianne Houben, Rajiva Wijesinghe, 
David Rose, Myrle Williams, Ashok 
Ferry, Ramya Jirasinghe and Hasitha 
Pathirana. Music was by Surekha 
Amarasinghe and Hasitha Pathirana.

Four Things by Anne Ranasinghe

A B’day wish
little twelve year old
munchkin
My unbiological
little daughter
May you grow and grow  
unto a svelte princess
among nature’s abundance 
of  Love,
Attention, Affection, Appreciation
Wish you well
lovable affectionate 
large hearted 
Princess - Savithmi
Ever not your bleeding heart 
be pierced.
You bloom and bloom 
Little Princess 
wafting your fragrances 
orbiting like electrons .
You be the nucleus 
of sterlin virtues 
May you grow with
Eternal Blessings of
the Noble Triple Gem 
whirling around  you
Many more happy 
July Twenty Sevenths
to you
dear daughter
Darling Savithmi 

Loku-Ammi

Little PrincessPoems   

Film Awards 2016   
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The Great Barrier Reef was a 
key talking point in the run up to 
Australia’s federal election as politi-
cians promised billions to improve 
water quality, whilst talking down 
coral bleaching and report rigging. 
Ecologist writer, Maxine Newlands, 
reports...

Every single commentator from 
David Attenborough down has 
attributed coral bleaching to glob-
al warming, yet Australia has done 
absolutely nothing about its CO2 
obligations”

Australias’ re-elected Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull has scraped 
victory with a tiny majority that will 
make delivery on the health of the 
Reef more difficult. Turnbull will 
need support from independent 
MP’s, having rejected a deal with the 
Australian Green Party.

Independent Bob Katter’s constitu-
ency of Kennedy borders nearly 200 
miles of the Great Barrier Reef, and 
he’s been openly critical of the gov-
ernment’s record on Climate Change 

and the Reef saying “the Government 
with their self-righteous hypocrisy of 
how they are saving the planet and 
the Great Barrier Reef...

“Every single commentator from 

David Attenborough down has 
attributed coral bleaching to global 
warming, and Australia has done 
absolutely nothing about its CO2 
obligations.”  The Kennedy coastline 

is some of the hardest hit in the latest 
wave of coral bleaching.

The Great Barrier Reef took cen-
tre stage early in the election cam-
paign when research showed that 
93% of the Reef is dead or dying from 
bleaching. Coral bleaching happens 
when increasing ocean temperatures 
from global warming forces corals to 
eject zooxanthellae[i] algae. Corals 
need the algae to help photosynthe-
size and reproduce. Without photo-
synthesizing the corals turn white, 
and eventually die.

Scientists liken the phenomenon 
to ten cyclones slamming one after 
another and another into the corals. 
Aerial and underwater surveys found 
that 81% of the northern section 
is severely bleached with just one 
percent still intact. The central sec-
tion fairs a little better, with 33% of 
the corals severely bleached, and 10 
percent escaping. Marine scientists 
claimed that without drastic action 
on climate change, there will be more 
intensive waves of bleaching along 
the length of the Reef.    

                                      - Ecologist

future is uncertain
The Great Barrier Reef

The pageant 
of peace and unity  

By Ryhanna Salie

By Maxine Newlands

By Husna Inayathullah  
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