
Should art ever 
be made from human skin? 
It used to be serial killers 

like Ed Gein, the real life model 
for Alfred Hitchcock’s Norman 
Bates, who made themselves skin 
trophies. Today, there are more 
legitimate ways of getting hold of 
human skin to make art. Instead 
of murdering and skinning people, 
you can grow an epidermis in a 
lab. But is the resulting art any less 
creepy?

In this year’s Central St Mar-
tins degree show, Tina Gorjanc 
is showcasing a proposal to cre-
ate handbags and other designer 
accessories from the skin of the 
celebrated couture designer Alex-
ander McQueen, who died in 
2010. Gorjanc has filed a patent 
for the method that would grow 
cell cultures from his DNA, extract 
skin cells, and tan the resulting 
remake of McQueen’s skin into 

leather for luxury goods. Wow. 
And yet this is not the first attempt 
to grow celebrity flesh in the 
name of art. Italian artist Diemut 
Strebe has already regrown a living 
‘clone’of Van Gogh’s ear with DNA 
obtained from a member of the 
Van Gogh family.  Scientists who 
have commented on Gorjanc’s 
idea say it is theoretically possible 
– although it would be difficult to 
produce enough McQueen skin to 
make a full accessories line. Are we 
entering the era of cloned celebrity 
art and sculptures, not to mention 
clothes, made with people’s skin? 
And if so, what are the ethics of 
this?

Way back in the 1990s, art 
already seemed poised to enter the 
realm of the dead. After Damien 
Hirst won the 1995 Turner prize 
for his vitrines containing the 
bisected bodies of a mother cow 
and her calf, where could he 
go next? Was he about to put 
a human body on view? In the 
event, he never stepped over that 
line. He just sank more animals 
into tanks of formaldehyde in ever 

sillier ways. Instead it was Gunther 
von Hagens, inventor of ‘plasti-
nation’, who got people queuing 
up to see dead people posed as 
sculptures, their anatomies eerily 
revealed. 

The idea of making art with 
human bodies disturbs me – with 
its self-evident degradation of our 
respect for each other. Of course, 
there’s a long history of anatomi-
cal science toeing that fine line. 
Old science collections are full of 
such gothic delights as preserved 
human arteries and flayed bodies. 
Some Catholic churches preserve 
pickled body parts of saints. But 
art, since the Renaissance, has 
been about the worship of the 
human. As the physicist Richard 
Feynman once observed: “The 
artists of the Renaissance said that 
man’s first concern should be for 
man.” Leonardo da Vinci carried 
out some of the greatest scientific 
dissections in history, but never 
dreamt of exhibiting those bodies. 
Instead, he drew his discoveries 
with a tender precision that is 
both scientifically informative and 

compassionate. Rembrandt, too, 
painted the interior of the human 
body exposed by anatomy – with 
profound compassion. 

 Art is drawn to the flesh but 
does not possess it. That’s why 
Hirst never did pickle his granny. 
A shark in a tank is an image, but 
a human body in a tank is a crime, 
or should be, even if it has been 
grown in a lab.

I suspect Tina Gorjanc knows 
this. Her proposal to grow 
McQueen’s skin and make it into 
leather sounds like, you know, a 
joke. A joke about fashion and the 
macabre.Still, she really has taken 
out a patent. We live on the edge 
of science fiction. Who knows, in 
10 years’ time there may be skin 
art everywhere. Instead of Titian’s 
painting of the Flaying of Marsyas, 
imagine vast abstract works made 
from human skin. Old man Hirst 
will be grumping about it, saying 
it isn’t right. And every oligarch 
in Russia will be waiting to get his 
skin on the wall.

- theguardian

Thirty years later and Back to 
the Future is still fresh in our 
minds - and will stay that 

way if Michael J. Fox has anything 
to say about it - but even some of 
its most iconic props can be lost to 
the ravages of time. But thanks to 
J.K. Rowling, one of them wasn’t.  
The train at the centre of one of the 
most thrilling scenes in Back to the 
Future III is currently on display at 
Universal Studios in Florida, but its 
fate may have been far different if it 

wasn’t for the Harry Potter author.  
In an interview with The Nerdy Bird, 
12 Monkeys show-runner and die-
hard Back to the Future fan Terry 
Matalas revealed that the famous 
train had almost been turned into 
a Hogwarts Express at Universal 
Studios’ Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter. (His drama runs on Syfy, 
which is owned by NBC Universal.)  
“The story behind the train is when 
they were walking J.K. Rowling 
through the park, they were going 
to use the train or convert the train 
for the Hogwarts (Express) at the 
Wizarding World of Harry Pot-

ter,” recounted Matalas. “She was 
like ‘No, absolutely do not do that, 
please do not. This is iconic. Keep 
it totally as it is.’ So J.K. Rowling 
actually saved the Back to the Future 
III time train from being (turned 
into a Harry Potter attraction).”  
Don’t worry, another anonymous 
train was turned into the Hogwarts 
Express, which you can ride at the 
theme park. But most importantly, 
the Back to the Future train remains 
as is, to remind us that “your future 
is whatever you make it.”  

- USA TODAY  
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SUNDAY July 24 

Golden Oldies with Chandimal – BMICH 7 p.m.  
Hotel Show Colombo 2016 – BMICH 10 a.m.  
Book Fair – Public Library – 9 a.m.  
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.  
Paul Perera – California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinna  
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.  
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.  
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.   
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.  
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.  
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.  

Book Fair – Public Library – 9 a.m.  
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.  
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.   
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.  
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m  
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY July 26 

Book Fair – Public Library – 9 a.m.  
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.  
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.  
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.  
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m.   
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.   
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.  

WEDNESDAY July 27 

Book Fair – Public Library – 9 a.m.  
Cycling Race – Colombo to Ratnapura  
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.  
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m.   
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m  
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p  
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, 
Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.  
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.  
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m.   

THURSDAY July 28 

Book Fair – Public Library – 9 a.m.  
Cycling Race – Colombo to Batticaloa  
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.   
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
Kismet – Galadari Hotel - 7 p.m.   
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.   
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.   
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.  
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.  

FRIDAY July 29 

At your Service – Lionel Wendt – 7.30 p.m.  
Cycling Race – Colombo to Batticaloa  
Alice in Wonderland – Nelum Pokuna Theatre – 7 p.m.  
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.   
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.   
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m.   
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and 
Lounge Bar – 7 p.m.  
3 Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.  
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.  
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.  
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.   
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.   
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.   
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.  

SATURDAY July 30

 At your service – Lionel Wendt – 7.30 p.m.  
Cycling Race – Colombo to Batticaloa  
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m.   
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and Lounge Bar 
– 7 p.m.  
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.   
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.  
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.   
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your Supper, 
California Grill - 7 p.m.  
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.   
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.  
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.  
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.   
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.  
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.     
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The evolution of western 
literature and the craft 
of fiction has benefitted 
immensely from the 
works of Franz Kafka 
who wrote in the German 

language and was a native of the city 
of Prague. The highly imagination 
driven story conceptions of Kafka and 
defining elements that characterise 
his fiction gave rise to the word 
“Kafkaesque”. One aspect of what this 
word means is the presence of illogical, 
senseless, bizarre elements in the 
mundane world to an extent that the 
‘realness’ of our existence is brought 
to question while dwelling deeper into 
inquiring what controls our world 
and our lives. There is a great sense of 
disjointedness from ‘rational reality’ 
that defines the quality of ‘Kafkaesque’.

Recently on YouTube I had the 
chance to watch the movie Kafka by 
internationally acclaimed Cannes 
award winning director Steven 
Soderbergh. The full movie can be 
watched on YouTube and is titled 
‘Kafka 1991’. The film will prove to 
be a treat to anyone who appreciates 
the noir genre with an unconventional 
touch that delivers novelty to the 
viewer’s experience. The film features 
Academy Award winning British actor 
Jeremy Irons in the lead role playing 
the eponymous Kafka. Irons delivers 
a powerful performance which speaks 
much of his depth as a gifted artist of 
the screen. 

Kafka has a storyline that blends 
biographical aspects of the writer 

Franz Kafka with elements in 
Kafka’s fiction. The novel 

The Castle by Kafka 
has lent much 

of its substance to the storyline in 
Soderbergh’s film. And anyone who 
has read The Castle will instantly spot 
the elements taken off the pages and 
woven into the screen work when 
watching this film. To a fan of the arts 
and letters I feel Kafka will prove to 
be a rewarding experience. It presents 
something of an ‘urban gothic 
thriller’ set in early 20th century 
Prague and builds on the theme of 
dystopian terror. 

From a point of studying the 
craft of cinematic narrative and 
adoption of literary fiction to the 
art of cinema, Soderbergh’s Kafka 
presents a stimulating work, which 
by my understanding, provides an 
excellent ground to glimpse how (the) 
Kafkaesque quality appears in cinema. 
One can only imagine what Franz 

Kafka who had only limited fame and 
financial success during his life time 
would feel were he to watch Kafka 
where his life and his art are made to 
coalesce as though he –Franz Kafka, 
was living out the very stories he 

created on 
paper. 

Shahnawaz 
Ahmed Khan

S hahnawaz Ahmed Khan from India 
will present a classical guitar concert 
on 27 July at 6 pm at its auditorium 
at 16/2 Gregory’s Road, Colombo 
7. Shahnawaz Ahmed Khan hails 

from the musical 

lineage of the renowned Delhi Gharana, where 
his cradle was literally surrounded by the 
stalwarts of Indian classical music. He took 
his initial taleem (musical instruction) under 
his brother Ustad Sarfaraz Ahmed Khan and 
his father Ustad Aijaz Ahmed Khan, and has 
been learning the intricacies of the Gayaki 
(Indian vocal music) under the tutelage of 
Ustad Sayeed Ahmed Khan and Ustad Iqbal 
Ahmed Khan of Delhi Gharana. Shahnawaz 
has performed in various concerts, including: 
International Music Conference (Delhi, 2012) 
Kal-Ke-Kalakar (Mumbai, 2010) Al Abeer 
India Festival (Saudi Arabia, 2013) 
Darpan Music Festival (Delhi, 

2014).
He also won a 

number of awards 
including Junior 
Kalaratan Puraskar 

, Indian Classical Music 
Award, Prayag Sangeeth Award, 
Hindustani Classical Guitar Gayaki 
Award,  Academy of Music Award  and 
many more. His charming persona and 
mellifluous fingers have been leaving 

audiences spellbound throughout India 
and abroad. 

The concert is organised by the India 
Cultural Centre, Colombo.

CLASSICAL 
GUITAR 
CONCERT BY
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by Dilshan Boange 

Lawrence of Arabia’s headscarf, a Stetson 
owned by Sir Winston Churchill and a set 
of keys from the Titanic are among the 
eclectic items on sale at Christie’s Out of 
the Ordinary auction.  

Around 100 curios that have been 
amassed over 40 years by Jersey-based col-
lector David Gainsborough Roberts will 
go up for auction on September 14 for the 
250th anniversary of the annual sale which 
celebrates unique and unusual lots.  

Estimates start at £300 and go up to 
£15,000 for a 14-carat gold, diamond and 
enamel world heavyweight title belt owned 
by American boxer William Harrison ‘Jack’ 
Dempsey.  Hoping to bring in the same 
amount is a purple silk and copper agal, or 
head circlet, owned by author and military 
officer TE Lawrence, better known as Law-
rence of Arabia, and his red silk and gold 
thread headscarf at £3,000-5,000. 

Personal possessions of Queen Victo-
ria and Antarctic explorer Captain Robert 
Falcon Scott are also among the pieces of 
history that the public will be able to view 

from August 6 at the auction house’s sum-
mer exhibition before the sale.  

Owner Gainsborough Roberts said: 
“After collecting for over 40 years the time 
has finally arrived to share my collection 
with the world.  

“I hope my insatiable appetite for the 
curious, the famous and the infamous will 
inspire a new generation of custodians.”  

The summer exhibition of Christie’s Out 
of the Ordinary - the 250th Anniversary 
Edition begins on August 6 and the sale 
takes place on September 14.  

- The Telegraph  

The Alliance Francaise de Colombo opened its doors 
for the annual Music Day to showcase the talent of youth 
and also spotlight the well-known singer Annesley Mala-
wana and his group.   What turned out to be a wonderful 
surprise was the musicality of the youth who sang, played 
the violin, the piano and even oriental drums to entertain 
the audience who turned out in their numbers to enjoy 
the artistry of the performers.  

There was oriental dancing as well, items that helped to 
keep their audience in their seats till the end, at Alliance 
Francaise at Barnes Place. 

Clockwise, from top left:  

Michael Jackson’s Thriller jacket: 
£940,000  
A collector from Texas was so desperate to 
own the iconic jacket he just kept on bid-
ding. After auction fees the total price came 
to £1.13 million  

Marilyn Monroe’s X-rays: £30,000  
A young doctor obtained Monroe’s X-rays 
after she was hospitalised in 1954. He used 
to show them to medical students before 
they were auctioned in 2010  

John Lennon’s tooth: £20,000  
The Beatle’s discoloured, decayed molar 
went up for auction in 2011. Lennon gave it 

to his housekeeper when she worked at his 
Surrey home  
Elvis Presley’s Bible: £59,000  
The good book used by Presley from 1957 
until his death was snapped up by a col-
lector in 2012. A pair of the singer’s soiled 
underpants, however, went unsold  
Napoleon Bonaparte’s hat: £1.5 million  
In 2014 a South Korean collector snapped 

up the iconic two-pointed hat worn by 
Napoleon 200 years ago  

Princess Diana’s ‘Travolta’ dress: 
£240,000  
A gown the princess famously wore while 
dancing with John Travolta was bought by 
a British bidder in 2013. The gentleman 
reportedly bought it to ‘cheer up his wife’ 

Keys from doomed 
Titanic to be sold at 
auction   

Music Day at Alliance 
Francaise   

The award-winning drama producer Ananda Sena-
ratne's 2nd stage drama, Wal Seeyage Sandwaniya will 
be launched on 11 August 2016 at New Town Hall, 
Nelum Pokuna Mawatha, Colombo 7 at 3.30 p.m. 
and 6.30 p.m. This drama is a musical and political 
comedy. Although the name of the drama contains 
the word ‘val’ (uncivilised), there is no uncivilised 
context in the drama. This drama is open to adults as 
well as children, says Senaratne. The speciality in this 
drama is that Ananda has arranged a valuable gift for 
every viewer of the drama on the launching day, 11th 
August.

More information available from the following web 
pages:

www.ticketslk.com, (facebook) Sri Lankan Music 
and Ananda Senaratne.

New play by Ananda 
Senaratne

A HUMAN SKIN HANDBAG IS 
NOT FASHION – IT’S A CRIME

by Hoai-Tran Bui 

nalaka
New Stamp


