
Pix by 
Vipula Amarasinghe

An 
a w a r e - ness ini-

tiative was commenced  at the Homaga-
ma Base Hospital, titled ‘Puruduwenna’, 
by Fashion Bug, one of Sri Lanka’s 
leading retail clothing chains with over 
16 outlets island-wide, as part of their 
continuous CSR activities towards bat-
tling environmental issues.

The initiative carried out in its phase 
two, ‘Puruduwenna’ educates and 
engages the public in various activities 
that could help preserve the environ-
ment. 

Its belief that change and care towards 
Mother Nature starts from one indi-
vidual is a strong message it wishes to 
convey.

‘As life gets busier day by the day we 

tend to forget the little conscious and 
unconscious things we do that in any 
way harms the environment. 

This program acts as an awareness 
platform, a gentle reminder that we 
need to take more responsibility in our 
actions and spread the same to others 
to nurture and preserve a cleaner and 
safer environment,’ said Shabier Subian, 
Director- Fashion Bug. 

‘As a responsible corporate citizen of 
the country, we are obliged to give back 
to the societies and communities that 
spread across the island.’

Name boards with simple yet pow-
erful messages related to environ-

mental conservation such as ‘plant a 
tree for future generations’, ‘use the gar-
bage bin for littering’, ‘reduce the use of 
polythene’, were displayed by Fashion 
Bug to create awareness among the pub-
lic and visitors to the Hospital.

Fashion Bug commenced its opera-
tions since 1994 as a partnership busi-
ness with 4 partners and a staff popula-
tion of just 15, and today it possesses 
over 16 stores throughout the country 
with a workforce of over 1,250 employ-
ees, and stands among the leading 
clothing stores in Sri Lanka catering 
with the fashion motto of ‘changing 
lifestyles’.

Shabier Subian Director Fashion Bug unveiling the poster boards at Homagama 
Base Hospital.  Medical Superintendent - Dr.Thissa Perera, Dr. S.H.M Faraaz 
Deputy General Manager and Oshada Eragoda Marketing Executive – Fashion Bug 
is also seen here.

Lanka Decorative Arts in collabora-
tion with the Department of Fine 
Arts - Faculty of Arts, Univer-

sity of Peradeniya will hold an inter-
national conference titled “Kitchen: 
Culinary Ethnology in Sri Lanka” 
from 4 – 7 August. The four-day 
international conference is sponsored 
by the American Center and spans 
study tours, academic presentations, 
discussions, performances and culinary 
demonstrations and will take place in 
Kandy, Colombo and Galle. 

The kitchen – also known as kussiya, 
adupadi and kusini in Sri Lanka’s varied 
languages – is a site, which embodies the 
country’s long history and illuminates its 
vibrant multi-ethnic heritage. The kitchen 
and the culinary activities surrounding it 
are crucial to personal, national and global 
narratives and will be explored in-depth 
across multiple academic disciplines. Pres-
entations will revolve around kitchens 
around the island, rituals, colonial and 
indigenous influences, trade routes and 
global economies. Objects, materials and 
techniques associated with the kitchen and 
fast disappearing food traditions in areas 
of the island will also be discussed by local 
and international academics, to highlight 

t h e 
i s l and’s 
colourful culinary her-
itage and its intertwined 
histories.   

The two keynote 
addresses will be given 
by Prof. Elizabeth Simpson 
(Professor on Ancient Art, 
Bard Graduate Center for Stud-
ies in the Decorative Arts, New York) 
and Prof. Sudharshan Seneviratne (for-
mer head of the Archaeology Department, 
University of Peradeniya; former Director 
of the Central Cultural Fund and former 
Ambassador to India). The event will bring 

together academics and students from the 
universities of Colombo, Peradeniya, Mor-
atuwa, Jaffna, Batticaloa and South Eastern 
University, Oluvil.   

Cookery demonstrations, food tours 
and visits to museums and heritage 
homes will be interspersed with scholarly 
explorations on culinary ethnology in 
order to provide an all-encompassing aca-

demic experience to the partici-
pants. The travelling con-

ference will begin with 
a two day session in 

Kandy consisting of 
academic sessions, 
performances and 
a field visit to a 
walauva. This will 
be followed by a 
day’s proceedings 

in Colombo on 6 
August, sponsored 

by the Mount Lavin-
ia Hotel. Proceedings 

in Colombo will consist of 
morning academic sessions followed 

by lunch and a cookery demonstration by 
renowned chef, Publis Silva - Director of 
Culinary Affairs at Mount Lavinia Hotel, 
and a conversation on Portuguese and 
Dutch-Burgher cuisine in Sri Lanka. 
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T he 5th edition of 

the French Spring 

Festival was held 

last week in Colombo to 

celebrate arts and culture 

organized by the Embassy 

of France, the Alliance 

Francaise de Kotte and 

the Alliance Francaise 

network in Sri Lanka and 

the Maldives. 
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O
mega Global, the Sri 

Lankan partner for 
Emirates Academy 

of Hospitality 
Management (EAHM) marked 
its presence in the Sri Lankan 

market with a gala event, 
tying up with local private 

education provider ANC 
Education to facilitate the 

Emirates Academy Professional 
Development and Consultancy 

in the country and help in 
the process of training and 

development in the hospitality 
industry.
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and international academics, to highlight Ambassador to India). The event will bring Dutch-Burgher cuisine in Sri Lanka. 
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