
Sommeliers Josep Plana from 
Spain, Aurélie Maumus from 
France and Gonzalo Marina Del 
Rio from Argentina will curate 
wine workshops at the Colombo 

Gourmet Week 2016  
The first-ever, week-long food festival in 

Sri Lanka celebrating food, wine and pro-
duce, The Colombo Gourmet Week, will 
be graced by Sommeliers Josep Plana from 
Spain, Aurélie Maumus from France and 
Gonzalo Marina Del Rio from Argentina 
from August 22 to 28. For a truly senso-
rial experience, the three world-famous 
Sommeliers in partnership with interna-
tional award-winning chefs will enhance 
the curated dinners with their perfected 
skills in wines and gourmet cuisine respec-
tively, and infuse them with a world-class 
gourmet flavour.  

Setting new standards in luxury hospi-
tality, the event, organized by Wine World, 
the premium online wine and spirits 
concierge service in association with The 
Galle Face Hotel is expected to feature a 
compelling line-up of exclusive events for 
gourmet food lovers and professionals in 
the food and beverage sector.   

These dinners will be open to both, 
ticket holders and invitees and will cel-
ebrate the wine and cuisine from four wine 

making countries namely: France, Italy, 
Australia and South Africa. The curated 
dinners will take place from August 23 
to 26 and cover Australian, Italian, South 
African and Chilean gourmet cuisine and 
accompanying wines from these regions, 
with the right bouquet to enhance the 
delectable flavours in the food. Each of 
the three sommeliers hold extensive inter-
national experience and are considered 
among the best sommeliers the world has 
to offer.  

The Colombo Gourmet Week will also 

feature tasting counters, where a select 
group of wines and canapés/dishes  will 
be matched by international chefs and 
sommeliers. The tasting counters will be 
open to the general public from August 22 
to 26, with special offers on a select range 
of wines.   

Semi private sessions for individuals of 
the trade will also be held, where repre-
sentatives from partner wineries will con-
duct a full day of seminars and trainings. 
The “Wines of the World” will be officially 
opened by 4pm the same day and will be 

accessible to ticket holders and corporate/
sponsor invitees. A special Wine buffet 
will be hosted on the south lawn for 350 
people inclusive of the top management of 
the hotel industry.  

Despite holding a degree in Economics 
and Business from the Barcelona Univer-
sity, Sommelier Josep Plana went on to 
pursue his passion - Wines & Spirits. He 
continues to work for Torres, a wine pro-
ducing company and has been assigned 
to manage Asian and Latin American 
markets.  

Originally from Bordeaux, Aurelie Mau-
mus has a Masters in Wine Business and 
Foreign Language from the University of 
Bordeaux. Her career in the wine industry 
began close upon 5 years ago and has led 
her to work in China, California and now 
Chile.  

Meanwhile, Gonzalo Marina Del Rio 
who studied Agricultural Engineering at 
the Universidad Católica de Chile moved 
on to specialize in Agricultural Economy. 
He joined Cono Sur in 2011, and has 15 
years’ experience in the wine industry, 
the majority of which was spent in Asia. 
He has lived in China to develop the Asia 
Regional Office for Cono Sur, ensuring 
a remarkable growth of the brand as the 
second-largest brand from Chile in Asia.  
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Mesmeric moments for wine 
connoisseurs  

New fl agship fl oral store in Colombo

Say it with fl owers
A front-runner in the floral business, Lassana Flora, recently 

opened the doors of its new flagship floral store, the largest and 
most spacious in its portfolio, at Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 7.   

Open daily from 8am to 8pm, and on Mercantile and Public 
Holidays too, the plush, 2,500 sq feet showroom showcases an impressive 
and alluring collection of flowers to its discerning clientele.   

“Patrons are increasingly becoming particular on floral arrangements, 
to the point that they like the luxury of being able to pick and choose and 
compose their own bouquet. At this new flagship floral store we encourage 
them to do just that. Not only can they choose the flowers they want, but 
our florists will help put them beautifully together”, said Dr. Lasantha Mala-
vige, Managing Director, Lassana Flora.   

This new flagship floral store has a larger, cooler room filled with flowers 
coming direct from Lassana Flora’s nurseries in Belihuloya, Keppetipola 
and Nuwara Eliya. Lassana Flora recently introduced a colourful and daz-
zling array of lilies which adds to its impressive and constantly growing 
portfolio. Its most recent introduction is freezia, a beautiful flower with a 
distinctively pleasing fragrance. Lassana Flora goes on record as being the 
only freezia grower in the country now. Freezia is available both as a cut 
flower and as a potted plant at the flagship store.   

“We’ve noticed that customers not only want to give flowers but include 
cakes, chocolates, fruit baskets, toys and greeting cards to add greater senti-
ment and more value. This new store thus doubles up as a unique one-stop 
shop for those looking to buy gifts on the go”, Dr. Malavige said.   

Being the only ISO 9001-2008 certified floral company in Sri Lanka and 
the first in South Asia, Lassana Flora has achieved great success during the 
past 16 years and gained wide recognition and trust as one of the Top 100 
brands by LMD.   

A trusted choice in the bridal industry, Lassana Flora emerged runners 
up in the Other Services category at the Business Excellence Awards 2015 
and bagged the Gold Award for the ‘SME Brand of the Year’ at the SLIM 
Brand Excellence Awards, 2012.   

Operating through its branches in Colombo 7, Nawala, 
Kandy, Moratuwa and Negombo, Lassana Flora offers 
its clientele the option of ordering flower arrange-
ments via its hotline as well as its website - 
www.lassanaflora.com which was recently 
recognized as the ‘Most Trusted 
Online Gift Shop’ in Sri Lanka. 
Lassana Flora also arranges 
free delivery in Colombo, 
Negombo, Kandy and 
suburbs between 
6.00 am to 12 
midnight.   

A winter collection through a contemporary 
romantic photography scenario with the theme 
‘Looking through the past and connecting the 
art of its time’, was launched by Aviraté, an 

international lifestyle fashion brand owned by Timex & 
Fergasam Group bringing out the Aviraté woman in her 
sensual and feminine attitude.   

The story scene showcased a mix of both modern 
and classic which today is an ever-evolving 
trend in fashion. Digital printing, lace, delicate 
detailing and embellishments are combined 
with colourful inspiration from rich tap-
estries and historical oil master paintings, 
creating modern, clean and classic shapes.

The poses combine the most expressive 
and fashionable Avirate garments sur-
rounded by the contemporary historical 
elements of the House Monterou. Also 
inspired from the photography of Slim 
Arrons specifically his 1970’s ski break 
shots of the high society enjoying the 
slopes the vibrant, fun and playful collec-

tion comes with bold graphic 3d prints mixed 
with color blocking and the ever safe polka dot.  

The inspiration for this story is an isolated frosty win-
ter beach contrasted with the comfort and security of 
being cozy and secure indoors, and looks at the past for 
future inspiration, combined to create a perfect story 
for Christmas and occasional wear. Colorful separates 
in pontes, flat knits, viscose wovens and super soft 
jerseys all contribute to this collective mix and offers a 
joyful note to the darkest or brightest of winters.   

From being a core, dress wear brand, Aviraté has 
expanded its product portfolio towards a lifestyle fashion 
brand. Both Aviraté Signature and Classic collections are 
inspired by the latest international fashion trends. Avirate 
host its 2,700sq.ft flagship store at Maitland Crescent- 
Colombo 7 with outlets at Liberty Plaza, Kandy City Cen-
tre, Crescat Boulevard and retail outlers at Odel - Alexan-
dre Place, Cotton Collection, Beverly Street, Rajagiriya 
and Cool Planet- Pelawatte. It also has 18 retail outlets in 
India (Including 4 exclusive outlets).  

A blend of 
classic and 

modern  

Graduation 
ceremony 
The Provincial Council Graduation 
ceremony was held recently at the BMICH. 
Seen are some of the graduates and 
guests. Pix: Vipula Amarasinghe.
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