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Dr. Tissa K. Dissanayake was born in a village 
bordering the Central Province of Sri Lanka, in 
a small town named Rambukkana, famously 
known for banana plantations. He was privi-
leged to be educated in a recognised private 
boarding school, Trinity College – Kandy, 
throughout his entire school career. His father, 
the late D.M. Karunarathna Dissanayake was a 
successful businessman; founder of Dissanay-
ake and Sons, and a landed proprietor. Tissa’s 
late mother D.M. Daswatta Dissanayake was a 
housewife attending to the affairs of eleven chil-
dren, of whom Tissa was the youngest.   

Tissa, completed his first Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Management at the Institute of Tech-
nological Studies (ITS), Narahenpita, Colombo 
5, and migrated to the United States in 2003, 
where he enhanced his education.   

Degree   
By the end of 2015, Tissa suc-

cessfully completed his doctoral 
degree with an emphasis on Pub-
lic Administration, Non-Profit 
Organizations, and Education, at 
Franklin Pierce University, New 
Hampshire, USA. His disserta-
tion presented research work on, 
Alleviating the Disparities of Resources Allocation 
for Education in Sri Lanka. After successfully 
defending the dissertation, he was awarded his 
doctorate with an almost perfect grade (in USA 
terms Grade Point Average, which was 3.97 out 
of 4).   

The objective of Tissa’s research based book, 
Sri Lanka: A Sustainable Macro Economy 
through Enhancement of Rural Education, is 
to explore poor policy making decisions that 
obstruct the alleviation of disparities in resource 
allocation for rural education in Sri Lanka.   

Enhancement   
The purpose of the book is to look into the 

enhancement of rural education that has been 
severely neglected by short sighted political 
leadership in Sri Lanka. In that perspective, 
this study has conducted an in-depth research 
of deprived rural schools and the lack of politi-
cal leadership that negatively impact the rural 
education system. 

The book reiterates that servant leader-
ship and transactional leadership have faded 

away from the policy makers, to be 
replaced by a narcissistic leadership. 
Thus, it is recommended that the 
policy makers empathically serve and 

augment the rural education system that would 
eventually contribute towards the nation’s sus-
tainable macro economy.   

Scholarly   
Dr. Dissanayake’s book, has mainly focused 

on the collegiate students and the scholars/
researchers in the field of public administra-
tion, non-profit organisations, and education, 
to share research findings and contribute to the 
ongoing scholarly issues, while the subject mat-
ters dealt therein are relevant in public dialogue 
as well. 

This great piece of work recommends to 
the general public to be exposed to the signifi-
cant ongoing downturns in the rural education 
system. His message is a strong contributor 
towards nudging the policy makers to empathi-
cally treat the under privileged and unprivileged 
rural citizens in the field of education.    

Dr. Dissanayake wishes to be an initiator on 
policy matters. 

 tissa2003@yahoo.com   
                                                                 - S. G.

Shine 4 – Stables, Park Street Mews – 7 p.m.  
Bengal Bungalow – Lionel Wendt Theatre – 7.30 p.m.   
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.   
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.  
Sakoba Ball – Hilton, Colombo 8 p.m.  
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.  
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m.   
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and Lounge 
Bar – 7 p.m.  
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your Supper, 
California Grill - 7 p.m.  
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.   
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.   
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.  
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.   
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.    

Musical Excursions - Lionel Wendt Theatre  – 7 p.m.
Crescent Lights ‘16 - Zahira College  – 2.30 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.  
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.  
Paul Perera – California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.  
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.  
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.  
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.  
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.  
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinna  

Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.   
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Savindswa Wijesekera – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m  
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.  

Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.  
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.  
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.  
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m.   
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.   
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.  
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m.   
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m  
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p  
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.  
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, Colombo 
Hilton - 6 p.m.  
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo –
Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.  

Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.  
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.  
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.   
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.   
Kismet – Galadari Hotel - 7 p.m.   
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.   
Savindswa Wijesekera – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  

Bengal Bungalow – Lionel Wendt Theatre – 7.30 p.m.   
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.   
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.   
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and Lounge 
Bar – 7 p.m.  
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.  
3 Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.  
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.   
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.   
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.   
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters,
Wadduwa – 7 p.m.   
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – 
Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.  
En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.  

Sri Lanka - A sustainable macro economy
through enhancement of rural education 

Meet the cast of Fifty-Fifty  

Amphitheatre in collabora-
tion with SriLankan Cares 
- the community develop-
ment arm of SriLankan 
Airlines, is ready to present 

H. C. N. de Lanerolle’s Fifty-Fifty. This 
production of the much loved Ceylo-
nese vintage play is directed by Jaliya 
Wijewardene. The play is scheduled to 
go on the boards at the Bishop’s College 
Auditorium on September 9, 10 and 
11  from 7.30 pm. It is staged in aid of 
the SriLankan Village Heartbeat Project 

which will benefit underprivileged com-
munities in Oddusuddan, Mullaitivu. In 
this special feature, the Sunday Observer 
introduces to its readers the faces that 
will bring to life a host of hilarious 
characters as Fifty–Fifty unfolds next 
weekend.   Yasal Ruhunage is an old boy 
of Trinity College, Kandy, with a back-
ground in theatre spanning his school-
days where he won the award for Best 
Actor (Outstation) at the All Island Inter 
School Shakespeare Drama Competition 
in 2003. A Systems Analyst by profession 
at Virtusa Polaris (Pvt) Ltd, he has acted 
in productions, such as, Dowry Hunter 
directed by Jith Peiris and Funny Money 
and Run for Your Wife directed by Indu 
Dharmasena. In Fifty –Fifty he plays 

the role of Dionysius Sumanasekara, a 
wealthy, dignified country gentleman 
who presents himself as broadminded 
with liberal outlooks.  

Charlotte Sumanasekara,  Dionysius’ 
second wife, a Kandyan lady who is good 
natured, but with a weakness for ostenta-
tion is played by Shenilka Perera, an old 
girl of Ave Maria Convent Negombo/ 
Al Noor International School, Bahrain. 
She has acted in three plays produced 
by Swinburne University of Technology, 
the last being A Walk to Remember in 
2012. Shenilka is a graphics designer by 
profession.  

An old girl of Newstead Girls’ Col-
lege, Negombo, Leyanvi Mirando plays 
Nanda Sumanasekara, Dionysius’s good 

looking unmarried daughter by his first 
marriage.  Currently, the Junior Art Edi-
tor of Echelon magazine, Leyanvi’s back-
ground in theatre includes taking part 
in school productions for the All Island 
Inter School Shakespeare Drama Com-
petition and also Les Miserables by the 
Workshop Players.   

The young, handsome, Tamil Bar-
rister, legal advisor and election con-
sultant to the Sumanasekeras, Chelvam 
Devarajan (incidentally, in love with 
Nanda Sumanasekera) is played by Anaz 
Badurdeen. 

Anaz is an Associate Consultant at 
Virtusa Polaris Pvt Ltd and is an old 
boy of Isipathana College, Colombo, 
who had acted in two productions by 

his school for the All Island Inter School 
Shakespeare Drama Competition.   

Sahan Wijewardene plays Hadjiar 
Abdul Hameed, a Muslim friend of Dio-
nysius since his boyhood days. After his 
pilgrimage to Mecca he has earned the 
title of  Hadjiar. 

His forte in communication proves 
to be his facial expressions more than 
eloquent diction! Sahan is an old boy of 
Trinity College, Kandy, and at present 
a student of Plymouth University. He 
has taken part in Shakespeare drama 
productions in College and was also the 
President of the Drama Society at TCK.  

Mr. Thambypillai, a Tamil friend of 
Dionysius from boyhood, like Hadjiar, 
is played by Kavinda Gunasekara, an 

old boy of Trinity College, Kandy, who 
has played in school productions for 
the All Island Inter School Shakespeare 
Drama Competition. He is a manage-
ment accountant by profession.   

Jaliya Wijewardene, the directorial 
hand behind the production will per-
form as a well groomed, self confident, 
black market profiteer, named, Abra-
ham Muttiah. Jaliya was president of 
both, Trinity College Literary Associa-
tion and  the Trinity College Drama 
Society during his schooldays. In 2005 
he directed H. C. N. de Lanerolle’s Fifty-
Fifty and The Senator as productions by 
the Trinity College Drama Society. He is 
an Engineering Executive at SriLankan 
Airlines.   

MAYA
- a commentary 
on love and joy  
Justice is upheld in society with 

much difficulty by some who believe 
in its importance. Maya had to pay 
with her life in her quest to uphold 
justice, giving her no choice but to 
return to make sure that justice was 
served. How will Maya 
return to living form? 
How will she fight for 
the justice she so firmly 
believes in? Where will 
this journey take her? 
How will it all end?   

Bringing you the answers 
to all these questions, 
Maya, the much awaited Sri 
Lankan cinematic experi-
ence, is now showing at 
Liberty Cinema, Colombo 
and cinemas under the EAP 
circuit. Maya is not just entertainment 
for the whole family, it is a social 
commentary on the importance of 
love and joy, the effects of all con-
suming power and hatred as well as 
the need to stand up for humanity 
and justice in the face of adversity.   

Maya is directed Donald Jayantha, 
who also directed the highly suc-
cessful blockbuster film Pravegaya 
last year. Starring Ranjan Ramanay-
ake, Pubudu Chathuranga, Upeksha 
Swarnamali, Giriraj Kaushalya and a 

host 
of other tal-

ented actors and actresses, 
Maya has been shot and produced 
utilizing new film technology in film 
productions. 

Playing the sweetheart of Pubudu 
Chathuranga’s character is new-
comer Shehara Hewadewa, who is 
bound to have a promising and suc-
cessful career ahead of her.   

The film is produced by R. Sadesh 
Kumar and Srimathi Sadesh Kumar 
for Real Image Creations which also 
produced Super Six and Pravegaya. 
Music is by Bathiya and Santhush. 

FAIRWAY NATIONAL 
LITERARY AWARDS 2016 

The Fairway National Lit-
erary Awards (FNLA) 2016 
Shortlists were announced at 
a ceremony held at the Hilton 
Colombo Residences (JAIC Hil-
ton) recently. 

The shortlisted authors will 
receive a cash award of Rs. 
100,000 each while the eventual 
winner in each language catego-
ry will receive a net cash award 
of Rs 500 000 each.   

The Sinhala language cat-
egory panel of judges comprises 
the renowned film director 
Dr. Dharmasena Pathiraja, 
Krishantha Fedricks, an aca-
demic specializing in linguistic 
anthropology, and the well-
known short story writer, Prof 
Piyaseeli Wijemanna. The 
panel of judges for the Tamil 

language entries are; Prof 
Emeritus Sitralega Maunaguru, 
S. Pathmanathan, former Prin-
cipal of Palaly Training College 
and better known as the poet 
and translator ‘Sopa,’ and Prof 
Mohamed Abdulla Mohamed 
Rameez, Prof of Tamil Lan-
guage at the South Eastern Uni-
versity. The English language 
category’s panel of judges com-

prises the distinguished former 
civil servant and author, Tissa 
Devendra, Dr Vivimarie Vander 
Poorten, an acclaimed poet 
and academic, and novelist and 
Commonwealth Book Prize 
Winner Nayomi Munaweera.  
These distinguished judges will, 
over the coming months, select 
the winners in each language 
category, the announcement of 
which will take place in January 
2017 at the Fairway Galle Liter-
ary Festival, one of the most 
popular literary festivals in the 
world.

The Fairway National Liter-
ary Awards are sponsored by 
Fairway Holdings with the goal 
of encouraging, recognizing and 
rewarding Sri Lankan creative 
writing excellence.   

Bengal Bungalow   

The dynamic thea-
tre company Cen-
treStage Produc-
tions will stage the 
hilarious comedy, 
Bengal Bungalow 

for two nights, on September 
9 and 10 at the Lionel Wendt 
Theatre.   

Written and directed by 
Jehan Aloysius, Bengal Bun-
galow is a fast-paced situation 
comedy with cunning twists 
and unexpected turns! The riot-
ous production played to full 
houses in 2004 and 2010, earn-
ing exceptional reviews. The 
performance will be a fund-
raiser for our theatre-based 
humanitarian projects.   

Situation comedy   
Set in Bengal in the late 

1930s, Bengal Bungalow was 
written in the genre of British 
farcical theatre, with mistaken 
identity, sensational characters 
and situations, as well as cun-
ning twists.   

The plot revolves around a 
British family residing in India, 
whose home, Bengal Bunga-
low, becomes a bizarre circus 
when a British pilot decides to 
accidentally crash his aircraft 
through their newly refurbished 
guestroom. The pilot loses his 
memory as a result of the crash, 
leading to a host of comic 
misunderstandings, misde-
meanours and misadventures. 
As more characters, both Brit-
ish and Indian, ranging from 
a notorious robber, a hapless 
priest and an enraged mahout, 
make their appearance, the play 
skyrockets towards its hilarious 
climax.   

The cast is a mix of actors 
from the previous performances 
in 2004 and 2010, as well as 
fresh new stars in the English 

language theatre, who will keep 
you in fits of laughter.   

The wildly comical cast 
includes, Anabella Brochard, 
Nandun Dissanayake, Shehan 
(Babs) Wijemanne, Julian 
Anderson, Michael Jaya-
wardana, Jordan Bryan, Patrick 
De Kretser, Roshane Jayampa-
thy, Tayhani Kannangara and 
Prabhath Dhevindra.

The Troupe   
CentreStage Productions is an 

amateur theatre troupe formed 
by Jehan Aloysius in 2001, with 
the aim of using various thea-
tre techniques to produce and 
promote original theatre in Sri 
Lanka. The focus of this non-
profit troupe has always been on 
fostering theatre skills in young 
people in all areas - from script-
writing to acting, direction and 
production. 

The theatre troupe has 
many groundbreaking theatre 
achievements to its name. Since 
the initiation of their humani-
tarian ‘StageHands Project’ in 
2005, they have also focused 
on using theatre for initiating 
social change that can develop, 
empower and mobilise commu-
nities to grapple with social and 
personal issues. They regularly 
conduct theatre workshops with 
schools, theatre troupes, and 
amateur dramatists both of the 
English and Sinhala theatre cir-
cles. It is important to note that 
these volunteer workshops and 
humanitarian endeavours are 
funded by the proceeds from 
their plays.   

Jehan Aloysius is a full-time 
theatre practitioner as well as a 
visiting lecturer at the Univer-
sity of Visual and Performing 
Arts. Over the past two decades, 
he has been involved with over 
60 productions of the English 

and Sinhala language theatre. In 
addition, Jehan has been associ-
ated with The Royal Court The-
atre of London, ART of Banga-
lore, Theatrum Botanicum of 
Edinburgh, Brave Theatre Fes-
tival of Poland, Rikskonsertene 
of Norway, The British Council, 
as well as the National School of 
Drama of India. 

Jehan played lead roles at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 
the multi-award winning pro-
ductions of Children of the Sea 
and Finding Marina. 

He has produced theatre 
and workshops in Norway, 
Poland, Scotland, Qatar and 
India. In 2001, Jehan founded 
CentreStage Productions, an 
amateur theatre troupe which 
produces original theatre in Sri 
Lanka. The troupe’s works have 
travelled around Sri Lanka and 
overseas, and featured in the 
foreign media.

 Jehan’s directorial credits 
include Reality Show, Rag – The 
Musical, The Ritual, Pyramus 
& Thisby, Caliban’s Rebel-
lion, Prince of Egypt, Stormy 
Weather, Bengal Bungalow, 
An Inspired Swan Lake and 
Nutcracker. As a playwright, 
Jehan has been shortlisted 
for The Gratiaen Prize for 
Literature, for The Scream-
ing Mind (2000) and The 
Ritual (2008), and was on 
the panel of judges of the 
2014 Gratiaen Prize. Two 
of his plays were selected 
to represent Sri Lanka at 
Asia’s largest arts festival, 
the Bharat Rang Mahot-
sav. Jehan’s humanitarian 
efforts, through his Stage-
Hands Project, include 
work with children 
affected by poverty, 
natural disaster and 
the war, as well as 

physical theatre productions 
with those living with mental 
and physical challenges. 

As an amateur theatre troupe 
specializing in producing and 
promoting  original theatre, we 
are thankful to our supporters 
in the media as well  as Cargills 
PLC for continuing to support 
us for the past 15 years.   

                                 - P. R.

A RIOTOUS COMEDY 
WITH CUNNING 
TWISTS AND 
UNEXPECTED 
TURNS!  

 Shortlists announced!

National Short Film Awards 2016:

RECONCILIATION 
THROUGH SHORT FILMS  

“Sri Lanka is a multi-cultural and 
multi-religious country that has an 
amazing diversity. However, we see that 
there are many forces who try to ruin 
this beauty of diversity. Young short film 
directors can play a significant role in 
promoting acceptance for diversity,” said 
Dr. Dharmasena Pathiraja, a well-reput-
ed Sri Lankan Film Director. He deliv-
ered a keynote speech at the National 
Short Film Awarding Ceremony held at 
the Postal Head Quarters Auditorium 
on August 21.  

The National Short Film Competition 
2016 was organised by the Rural Eco-
nomic and Community Development 
Organization in partnership with the 
Sri Lanka Foundation, National Film 
Cooperation and Sri Lanka Develop-
ment Journalist Forum under the theme 
‘Respect Diversity for United Identity’.  

The purpose of this competition was 
to encourage young short film directors 
to capture the reality of post conflict 
development and to bring their perspec-
tives on issues affecting reconciliation. 
The competition also recognised Sri 
Lankan Youth Policy 2014, and UNSCR 
2250 that promotes youth inclusion in 
peace building. 

Reasons 
Dr. Pathiraja noted, “There are several 

reasons as to why diversity is not being 
seen as strength. This includes the vot-
ing system, administration of institu-
tions, education and many more that 
ultimately create a bad impact on the 
future generations. Youth has enormous 
potential to mobilize people to respect 
diversity for united identity”. 

He said, “Cinema is an attraction. 
Therefore, the young short film makers 
should be able to use their skills and 
expertise to put them together with this 
attraction to carry it as a beautiful mas-
terpiece to the audience”.  

Prior to the short film competition, 
a training workshop was organised for 
30 young short film makers from Sin-
hala, Tamil and Muslim backgrounds. 
The purpose of the training was to 
provide skills and knowledge for young 
short film makers on producing short 
films addressing root causes of violence, 
grievances of people affected by the 
conflict and promoting reconciliation. 
Youth were also given extensive train-
ing on understanding, respecting and 
celebrating diversity as well.  

The training was conducted by well-
known professionals of the film indus-
try and academics including Dr. Sunil 
Wijesiriwardena, a trainer in peace 
building, Vimukthi Jayasundera, a 
well-known film director, screenwriter 
and visual artist, M.D. Mahindapala, a 
famous Sri Lankan cinematographer, 
Upali Gamlath, an eminent film direc-
tor and Dhanushka Gunathilake, Senior 
Lecturer of the Digital Film Academy 

section of the Sri Lanka Foundation. 
This training was funded under the 
Youth Empowerment Grant program of 
the US Embassy Sri Lanka.  

Nearly 30 short films were submitted 
by youth including participants of the 
training as well as other short film mak-
ers across the country.  

The winners of the National Short 
Film Competition were awarded by Dr. 
Sumithra Peries, Dr. Dharmasena Pathi-
raja, Dr. Somarathna Dissanayake and 
Sudath Mahadivulwewa. 

The first place of the National Short 
Film Competition was awarded to S. 
Vimalraj for his remarkable short film 
Vilimoody. The award for the second 
place was given to Eranda Sri Amil 
Mahagamage for his short film Once 
upon a time with Cow Boys while S. 
Sivaraj winning the third place for his 
short film Battleground. 

Jury 
These films captured many issues 

during the postwar period of Sri Lanka. 
Especially, problems with regard to 
resettlement, clearance of mines, miss-
ing persons as well as arms and ammu-
nition were clearly depicted in these 
movies.  

According to the recommendation 
made by the panel of jury, apart from 
the three national awards, three jury 
awards were also presented. Hence, the 
young short film makers, Dhananjaya 
Bandara (Coffee), J L Jeroshan (Miss-
ing) and S. Vimalraj (Flood) received 
jury awards for their films.  

Teledrama and film maker, Sudath 
Mahadivulwewa representing the jury 
of the National Short Film Competition 
noted, “I appreciate the fact that this 
whole program took the initiative to 
recognize and award some young artists 
who are not directly involved in the film 
industry of Sri Lanka. 

In selecting the short films, we care-
fully looked at how a short film has 
been used as a communicative tool. A 
short film is an independent art. It is not 
shortening of a long film. Unfortunately, 
in Sri Lanka, people who are engaged in 
making short films are very less”.  

The certificates for the participants 
of the National Short Film Competition 
were given by the eminent film and 
tele-drama producer and the journalist 
Renuka Balasooriya.  

National Winners  
S. Vimalraj - Vilimoody (1st Place)  
Eranda Sri Amil Mahagamage 
- Once upon time with cow boys
(2nd Place)  
S. Sivaraj - Battelground (3rd Place)  
Jury award winners  
Dhananjaya Bandara - Coffee   
J L Jeroshan- Missing  
S. Vimalraj- Flood 

- P.R.

(From left) Tissa Devendra (member of the English judging panel), S. Pathmanathan (member of 
the Tamil judging panel), Prof. Piyaseeli Wijemanne (member of the Sinhala judging panel), Kavinda 
Dias-Abeysinghe, Deputy Chairman of Fairway Holdings, Dr. Dharmasena Pathiraja (member of the 
Sinhala judging panel), Prof. Sitralega Maunaguru (member of the Tamil judging panel), Dr. Vivimarie 
Vander Poorten (member of the English judging panel) and Anomaa Rajakaruna, Co-ordinator of the 
FNLA.  

by Dilshan Boange 

September 5

Anaz Badurdeen  
Jaliya Wijewardene

Kavinda Gunasekara

Leyanvi MirandoSahan WijewardeneShenilka Perera Yasal Ruhunage

STRONG CONTRIBUTOR
TOWARDS NUDGING 
POLICY MAKERS

FNLA 2016 SHORTLISTED NOVELS
 
English

Novel                            Author                               Publisher

The Dalada Chronicles       Shyam S. Dissanayake              M. D. Gunasena & Co.
Celibacy Factor                   Quintus G. Fernando               Author Publication
First Utterance                    Theena Kumaragurunathan     Author Publication
Parallel Lives                       Nanda Pethiyagoda                   S. Godage Brothers (Pvt)Ltd

Sinhala

Asandhimitta                       Saman Wickramarachchi          Sarasavi Publishers
Ahambakaraka                     Liyanage Amarakeerthi            Fast Publishing (Pvt) Ltd
Paradesi                                Eric Ilayaparachchi                   S. Godage Brothers (Pvt) Ltd
Maha Ravana                        Tennyson Perera                       Sarasavi Publishers
Sapthambaraye 
Diga Dawasak               Kapila Kumara Kalinga             Fast Publishing (Pvt) Ltd 
 

Tamil

Panjam Pilaikka Vantha       M. Sivalingam                Damayanthi Publishers                              
Neenthi Kadantha 
Neruppaaru                          N. Yogendranathan       Author Publication
Kalavan Kathikal                  J. Wahabdeen                Department of Culture, 
                  Eastern Provincial Council
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