
    

The Office of National Unity and Recon-
ciliation (ONUR) in collaboration with the 
All Island Professional Association, Sri Lanka 
Art Educationists’ Association (SLAEDA) has 
organized a Cartoon Competition on the theme, 
‘Appreciate Ethnic & Religious Diversity, Build 
One Country, One Nation’.   

The competition will be held from the school 
sector and the open sector. 

The winning Art works will be exhibited in 
Kandy, Galle, Jaffna and Colombo, and a discus-
sion will be held around these creations. 

Children’s book ‘The Sacred Tooth 
Relic of Sri Lanka’

A children’s book “The Sacred Tooth 
Relic of Sri Lanka” has been authored 
by AsangaAbeyagoonasekera to spark 
an interest among the children with 
regard to their history and heritage.

The historical story of the sacred 
tooth relic of the Buddha is written in 
a simplified version for children with 
illustrations by Dinesh Kodithuwakku.

The book is published by the Bud-
dhist Cultural Center and is available in 
all bookstores island wide.

KOREAN FILM FESTIVAL 2016 
IN COLOMBO

The Embassy of the Republic 

of Korea in Sri Lanka and 

the Korea Foundation will 

co-host a Korean Film Festival 

2016 from October 14 to October 

17 at the National Film Corpora-

tion (NFC) Theatre, Colombo 7, in 

partnership with the National Film 

Corporation of Sri Lanka. 
The opening ceremony will take 

place at 7 p.m. on the first day 

of the Festival (October 14), and 

“Born to Sing” - a comedy drama 

- is scheduled to be screened asthe 

opening film.  The Festival hopes to 

provide Sri Lankan people with an 

opportunity to better understand 

Korea’s culture and society through 

the medium of contemporary films. 

In total, four contemporary Kore-

an films will be featured during the 

Festival for the general public on a 

first-come first-served basis. 
All movies will have English sub-

titles. The films to be screened are 

as follows: Born to Sing (Comedy 

Drama 2013), How to Steal a Dog 

(Family Drama 2014), No Breath-

ing (Romance 2013), and My Love, 

My Bride (Comedy 2014).  
Korean films have enjoyed soar-

ing popularity over the last few 

years. Korean movies are both char-

acter - and plot-driven, and incred-

ibly diverse and complex with a 

healthy mix of blockbusters, docu-

mentaries, indie films and film fes-

tival movies, while offering an alter-

native to the usual ‘Western’ scripts. 

The new Korean films of the 21st 

century, a regular feature at inter-

national film festivals, are playing a 

crucial trend-shaping role in Asian 

culture in particular. 
The high calibre Korean films 

today are largely the result of the 

artistic passion of Korean movie 

makers and their ability to match 

the production skills of other 

advanced nations as well as Korean 

moviegoers undying support for 

Korean films.     

In the universe where there is birth  
There is also the end, the death  
Since life appeared on earth  
Most dreadful to man in death  
Not pleasant to average man  
Occurs within the life span  
The key that unlocks life’s mystery  
Started with inauguration of history  
Death really and truly is certain  
Facing death is the prime concern  
It is a strange land in turn  
From where no traveller returns  
Birth and death is a natural feature  
None is exempt from this law of nature  
All are subject to destiny of death  
Some day coming upon everyone an earth  
It’s a long journey to unknown destination  
How much you struggle, is beyond examination  
Life and death are two ends of same process   
With nothing performed in between in excess  
Death is a part of life in its wider sense  
With its purpose, we understand life hence   
Everyone born to this earth  
Die sooner or later before next birth  
It is a tedious way to doubt  
Demanding a life of morality throughout  
When its control is beyond one’s ability  
Naturally he is inclined towards morality  
Pondering frequently over death  
Will reduce amassing wealth  
Death also leads to cleansing of mind  
Not only craving but also greed and pride  
Death uproots pride and varsity  
Selfish feelings, also notions of superiority  
Occasional focusing of mind on the subject  
That all are equal, no one can reject  
For the rich and poor, high and low  
At death they reap what they sow  
- Rupa Banduwardena  

Raindrops are gushing  
Through the Lotus Tower, and   
Through the streets of the   
City of Colombo, to  
 The green Beira Lake.  
At last it comes rushing,  
Unexpectedly,  
And abundantly   
Disrupting the lives of  
The city dwellers and office-goers.  
There’s so much of rain here now  
Rushing down a drain spout  
Filling all the gutters.  
Yet the drought stricken earth  
Far - far away is yearning for  
A crystal droplet.  
I wish you got your share of rain soon-  
I’d send you rain if I could.  
- Inoka Samarawickrama  

POETRY 
Raindrops  

Death, the Buddhist view  

Royal Asiatic Society Sri Lanka (RASSL) will hold a lecture on “Sri 
Lankan identity on the sitar” by Pradeep Ratnayake Senior Lecturer, 
Head Department of Languages, Cultural Studies and Performing 
Arts, University of Sri Jayawardenepura at 5.00 p.m. on Monday, 26th 
September at the Gamini Dissanayake Auditorium No. 96, Ananda 
Coomaraswamy Mawatha Colombo  7.  

The sitar originated in India and the classical Hindustani tradi-
tion nurtured its development within its ragadhari framework.  It 
was taken to the west by Pandit Ravi Shankar, who with the help of 
western musicians like George Harrison of the Beatles and Sir Yehudi 
Menuhin, turned it into one of the most well known Indian instru-
ments in the West.  

Now it has been given another flavour by the closest island to India, 
Sri Lanka, which has a folk tradition of music and drums as its tradi-
tional music instruments.  

This lecture will demonstrate how it was done, how the sound of 
Sri Lankan folk melodies was created by the sitar by using innovative 
techniques like the use of harmony (playing two notes at one time on 
the sitar); by using non-traditonal accompanying instruments like 
the Kandyan drum;  by composing for the sitar outside the ragadhari 
tradition and by using Sri Lankan folk melodies as the base of the 
compositions and so on.  The lecture will use video clips and perfor-
mances on the sitar to demonstrate its points.  

All are welcome.    

‘Sound 
of 
Silence’  

Sri Lankan identity 
on the sitar  

Cartoon competition on National 
Unity and Reconciliation  

Miscellaneous

An exhibition of paintings, 
titled ‘Sound of Silence’ by 
Anil Atapattu will be held at 

J.D.A.Perera gallery, No 46 Horton 
Place, Colombo 7 on October 4 and 5 
from 9.00 a.m to 7.00 p.m.  

Anil Atapattu is a well known art-
ist in the field of visual arts. SOUND 
OF SILENCE is his 2nd solo exhibi-
tion. He held his first solo exhibi-
tion “End of the Dark” in 2014. He 
mainly focuses his concept to express 
his inner feeling in way of abstract 
expressionism. His last exhibition was 
successfully attracted by the art lovers 
of locally and internationally. He has 
participated many group exhibitions 
locally and internationally and organ-
ised exhibitions as a member of the 
art and sculpture panel, Department 
of cultural affairs.   

He is a graduate of Fine arts. Pres-
ently he is a school teacher and a 
member of the visual arts panel of the 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs.   

ANIL ATAPATTU
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