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DIARY

MONDAY October 10 

Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m  
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.  
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Ananda Dabare 
Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Aubrey and Heat – Kingsbar – 7 p.m.  
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m.   
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  

TUESDAY October 11

Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.  
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.  
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.  
Trio – Kingsbar – 7 p.m.  
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.  
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.  

WEDNESDAY October 12

Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.  
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m.   
C & C – Kings Bar – 7 p.m.  
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon 
Lakeside – 5 p.m.  
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge 
– 5.30 p.m.  
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m  

THURSDAY October 13

Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 
p.m.  
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.  
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Kismet – Galadari Hotel - 7 p.m.   
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.   
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.   
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside 
– 7 p.m.  
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon 
Grand – 7 p.m.   

FRIDAY October 14

En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.   
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 
p.m.   
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.  
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and Lounge 
Bar – 7 p.m.  
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.   
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.  
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.  
3 Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.  
Heart & Soul – Mirage, Colombo 6 – 7 p.m.   
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.   

SATURDAY October 15

Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.  
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m.   
Donald & Mirage – Asylum Restaurant and Lounge 
Bar – 7 p.m.  
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your Supper, 
California Grill - 7 p.m.  
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.   
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.  
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.   
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.   
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.    

ENTERTAINMENT 

A View from the Bridge – Lionel Wendt Theatre  
            - 7.30 p.m.  
Sing-along with Annesley – BMICH Banquet Hall – 7 p.m.  
Nelu in Concert – BMICH – 6.30 p.m.  
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.  
Aubrey and Heat – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.  
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.  
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.  
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.  
Paul Perera – California Grill – 7 p.m.  
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.  
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.  
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.  

SUNDAY October 9  

O
n September 9, Fifty-
Fifty, a Ceylonese vintage 
classic written by H. C. 
N de Lanerolle in days of 

pre-independence Sri Lanka (aka 
Ceylon) mounted the boards of 
the Bishop’s College auditorium 
as a directorial work of Jaliya 
Wijewardene. I caught the play on 
the opening night of its three day 
show run.  

Stagecraft was very well done. It was of a 
convincing realist mode and reminiscent of 
what I glimpsed in de Lannerolle’s The Dictator 
produced and directed by Namel Weeramuni 
in 2015. On that same note one must commend 
costumes and makeup as deserving applause.   

With respect to acting, Anaz Badurdeen as the 
Barrister Chelva could have had more oomph 
at the start since the opening didn’t project a 
spark of theatrical liveliness. A touch of music 
to ‘ring in’ the opening could have improved 
the moment I felt. However, on a more theoreti-
cal basis one could argue that in keeping with 
a truer realist mode of theatre the opening pre-
sented a more true to life moment untrammelled 
by theatricality for the sake of sensation. It must 
be mentioned that there were moments, at times, 

when Badurdeen seemed to speak his lines with 
a noticeable ‘sting’ of recitation in his delivery of 
dialogue.   

Yasal Ruhunage offered a praiseworthy per-
formance balancing out principal facets to his 
character - ‘Ralahamy’ as country yokel, proud 
and pompous local leader, congenial friend and 
assertive head of the household.   

  Representation  
The story of Fifty-Fifty unfolds in the wake of 

Ceylon’s march towards self government signal-
ling the end of British colonial rule and marks 
how communal representation was clamoured 
for as the basis on which legislative bodies would 
be elected to power. Communalism unquestion-
ably regresses a country’s progress when building 
nationhood among a people diverse in ethnic 
and religious identities. Fifty-Fifty offers what 
is arguably a colonial viewpoint over notions of 
‘national identity’ although through the jibes and 
cynicisms its ‘politics in ideology’ on ‘identity 
politics’ is garbed as humorous and embraceable.   

We are at a point when ethnicity and national 
integration towards national identity are sig-
nificant topics on the socio-political spectrum. 
I believe looking at this colonial era play with a 
postcolonial psyche can no doubt prove to be a 
stimulating exercise for studies in theatre, litera-
ture, sociology and political science. 

  Postcolonial  
Fifty-Fifty is a very colonial text that gives new 

food for thought in this postcolonial era about 

‘divide and rule’, and the suggested alternative of 
mix and marry to ‘oneness’ as the means to rule 
the entire populace altogether as the solution in 
the face of a growing rise in local political enter-
prise.  One thing that viewers must keep in mind 
is that while ethnic diversity can beget commu-
nalism it is not something exclusively chronic to 
Sri Lanka (or Ceylon back then). The political 
entity called Britain was cobbled through Eng-
lish war enterprises that created a ‘union’ among 
four different peoples with different ethnic iden-
tities - the English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish. In 
the wake of Scottish sentiments over ‘Brexit’ can 
that ‘British union’ claim to be iron clad rock 
solid in its ‘national identity’?  

The ‘social critique’ woven in the text of the 
play on the matter of ethnic identity, ridicules 
notions of ethno-communal identities by seek-
ing to debunk ‘ethnic purity’ through citing that 
complete endogamous genealogy cannot exist in 
any community. 

A critical approach that is worth keeping in 
mind when gauging the text of Fifty-Fifty is that 
it deals with the franchise and ethnic identity, 
and that denial of the local’s claims of his own 
identity is one way to deny the voice of the 
ruled.  

Dionysius Sumanasekera aka ‘Ralahamy’ 
speaks blatantly ‘broken English’, (and made 
comical partly on that account) desires to 
uphold the colonial ethos of European superior-
ity. He is practical in his outlooks that we should 
learn about and adopt western technology if we 
are to match the Europeans. However there is in 

his character the noticeable vein of wanting to 
accredit the coloniser as the enlightened guide 
and master.  

  Patriotic   
As a comparison of Lanerolle’s Ceylonese 

plays, Fifty-Fifty’s Ralahamy is markedly differ-
ent in his outlooks compared to the character 
of ‘Ralahamy’ in The Dictator who possesses a 
sound patriotic mettle that prides indigenous 
knowledge and local intellect.  

Dionysius (possibly an ‘Anglo-Saxonised’ posh 

twist to the more rustic name ‘Diyonis’) 
has a rather curious and amusing brand of 
‘patriotism’ that perhaps reflects very much 
the colonial mindset prevalent at the times. 
The negation of any firm ethnic identity in 
terms of genetics among any community and 
the outlook that we as a nation are very much 
an ethnic hotchpotch not only dilutes diversity 
to eventual denial of community rights, but 
surreptitiously enforces the colonial perception 
that the natives have no real distinct identities 
among themselves, and that they are merely the 
‘subjugated subjects’ of the empire.  

“Simply Burgher” is what Dionysius asserts as 
the preferred ‘genetic reality’ for the populace of 
this country. The colonial outlook after all would 
surely be to rule us as a people who would not 
have any claims to identity prior to the colonial 
domination over us. Identity bestowed upon 
us by the ‘benign’ colonist is what the text pro-
pounds.  

  Legacies  
In the eyes of the British colonial ruler who 

sought to deny the historical legacies of identity 
carried as the heritage of each community, local 
ethnic distinctions were possibly delusions of the 
masses. To their consciousness we were possibly 
more or less one big bunch of interbred ‘natives’ 
who put on pretentions of communal distinc-
tions. After all what’s the big deal because we 
are all natives stamped under the British boot of 
colonial rule.  

As a storyline and text of Fifty-Fifty doesn’t 

spur waves of roaring laughter like The Dicta-
tor or Well Mudaliyar! How? (which I saw in 
2003) both plays which Lanerolle co-wrote with 
E.M.W Joseph are plays of a similar Ceylonese 
vintage genre as He Comes From Jaffna by E.F.C 
Ludowyke (which I saw in 2011) or The Dowry 
Hunter by S.J. Crowther (which I saw in 2015).   

Among its features as play written in English 
by a Ceylonese is the facet of how it mixes dia-
lectical elements of Sinhala and Tamil in a prin-
cipally English medium text. The way at times 
Sinhala lines of dialogue are paraphrased in Eng-
lish shows that it was meant essentially for an 
English speaking audience and not necessarily a 
bilingual Sri Lankan viewership. For students of 
Sri Lankan theatre the Ceylonese vintage plays 
are a genre that cannot be overlooked.   

  Applauded  
The cast of Fifty-Fifty consisted of the act-

ing talents of Yasal Ruhunage (as Dionysius 
Sumanasekara), Kavinda Gunasekara (as Mr 
Thambypillai), Shenilka Perera (as Charlotte 
Sumanasekara), Leyanvi Mirando (as Nanda 
Sumanasekara), Anaz Badurdeen as (Chelvam 
Devarajan), Sahan Wijewardene as (Hadjiar 
Abdul Hameed) and Jaliya Wijewardene (as 
Abraham Muttiah).  Jaliya Wijewardena and his 
team must be applauded for their production of 
Fifty-Fifty; as reviving those colonial Ceylonese 
plays of yore can offer newer readings of the 
politics embedded between the laughter, through 
postcolonial eyes.  

WINGS, a festival of Arts 
focusing on reconciliation 
will take place in Kilinoch-
chi, Ampara and Colombo. 
It is a celebration of art, 
conversation and food that 

will bring citizens from all backgrounds to con-
tribute to an imagining of reconciliation as a 
multifaceted, participatory process. The festival 
begins in October in Kilinochchi, and then travels 
to Ampara in November, culminating in Colombo 
with a festival that showcases a range of artistic 
work, an academic conference and an open air 
food fair.  

WINGS initiative was announced at a joint 
press conference by the organisers: the National 
Arts Council, the Office Unity and Reconcilia-
tion (ONUR), CARE International and Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ) GmbH. WINGS festival is being sup-
ported through the financial contribution made 
by the European Union (EU) to its implementing 
partners GIZ and CARE International. It aims 
at promoting a culture of reconciliation, social 
integration and inclusive diversity in Sri Lanka. 
The financial support provided by EU is for the 
duration of three years and has a total budget of 
EUR 1.7 million (280 million rupees).  

The organisers expressed hope that Sri Lankans 
will attend the public events in large numbers and 
share in the festive mood. The website www.wing-
ssrilanka.com was launched at the press confer-
ence by the panel of WINGS festival implement-
ing partners at Galle Face Hotel, Colombo.   

The festival in Kilinochchi will take place from 
21-23 October at the Kilinochchi Central College 
and Kilinochchi Co-Operative Hall. The festival 

in Ampara will take place from 27-29 October in 
partnership with Swami Vipulananda Institute of 
Aesthetic Studies (SVIAS) of the Eastern Univer-
sity of Sri Lanka. The regional events will include 
short film screenings, folk art and forum theatre 
performances, book readings, stage plays and dis-
cussions by artists, performers and experts.  

The academic conference in Colombo will take 
place from 7-10 November at the BMICH. It will 
feature presentations and panel discussions on the 
theme of ‘Arts and Reconciliation’. The cultural 
festival from 6-13 November in Colombo will 
include dance drama and theatre performances, 
visual art and short films from around the coun-
try.  

A highlight which all those in 
Colombo can look forward to is the 
open air food fair to be held at Nelum 
Pokuna Mawatha (Green Path) in 
Colombo on November 11. It will 
showcase Sri Lankan cuisine rich 
in spices, flavours and influences in 
addition to culinary traditions from 
around the country.   

Artists working in both contempo-
rary artistic disciplines and traditional 
forms have and continue to play an 
important role in addressing critical 
issues impacting people everywhere. 
While some issues remain commu-
nity or country specific, other issues 
transcend geographical boundaries 
affecting what has come to be known 
as a global community, not only inter-
connected by modern telecommuni-
cation and media but interdependent 
economically, socially, and politically. 

Dealing with conflict, its aftermath, 
and mapping out a process to recon-
cile communities and individuals, is a 

challenge facing many governments and commu-
nities. While there must be a robust commitment 
to equality, and to meeting the specific challenges 
of post-conflict democratisation, much remains to 
be done if Sri Lanka is to move towards a sustain-
able peace.   

In this context, the work of artists in the area 
of reconciliation and peace-building has gar-
nered more academic interest. Artists continue to 
explore the healing potential of art and its ability 
to bring people together. This can take different 
forms, including creating works that expose the 
different communities to each other’s cultures. Art 
can help people to appreciate each other’s human-
ity, to relate and listen to each other’s stories, and 

to develop a more nuanced understanding of each 
other’s cultural identity.   

The difficult conversations around loss and 
suffering, acknowledging the existence of multi-
ple truths, dealing with individual and collective 
memories and memorialisation are all part of the 
healing engendered through this process.   

An overview of regional level festivals  
WINGS festival Kilinochchi   
The WINGS festival Kilinochchi takes place 

on the 21st, 22nd and 23rd of October at the 
Kilinochchi Central College and Kilinochchi Co-
Operative Hall. Organised in partnership with 
the Kilinochchi District Secretariat, the District 
Cultural Federation and artists of the Northern 
Province, the line-up will include folk art per-
formances, short film screenings, forum theatre 
performances, seminars, book readings and stage 
plays. Established artists from the South and 
North will perform at the event in Tamil and 
Sinhala. The festival will be the first of its kind in 
Kilinochchi since the end of the armed conflict.   

WINGS festival Ampara   
The WINGS festival Ampara will take place 

from 27th – 29th October in partnership with 
Swami Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies 
(SVIAS) of the Eastern University of Sri Lanka, 
Artists, performers and experts will discuss diverse 
cultural practices of the different ethnic com-
munities. Handmade products, photographs and 
films related to reconciliation and co-existence 
will be featured at the event. A food festival using 
traditional ingredients and cooking techniques 
from the region will be one of the highlights of 
the festival. The stalls used at the festival showcase 
local architectural styles.  

An overview of WINGS festival Colombo  
Arts Festival / Academic Conference / Open Air 

Food festival  
Celebrating Diversity: Arts Festival   

WINGS festival travels to Colombo on Novem-
ber 6. The line-up of events includes dance 
drama, and theatre performances, short films, 
visual art and literature by artists from around 
the country. The artwork featured in the program 
also celebrates Sri Lanka’s diverse communities. 
There are different festival locations including 
the Lionel Wendt theatre, Ramakrishna Mission, 
Tamil Sangham Hall, University of Visual and 
Performing Arts - Panibaratha Theatre, J. D. A. 
Perera Gallery and Punchi Theatre will be easily 
accessible to the public with a free shuttle service 
that will transport people from one venue to the 
next.  

Meeting the change-makers - Feature event 
- Young artists and young activists working on 
peace and reconciliation will engage in a conver-
sation with policy makers to identify potential pri-
orities for national reconciliation mechanisms and 
inform policy makers of the work being carried 
out at the national, regional and village level. The 
event aims to create an open space in which youth 
change makers and policy makers can share ideas 
and concerns around advocacy and reconciliation.   

Venue: Suhurupaya, Battaramulla.  
Date 11th of November, 2016  
Time: 9 – 1pm  
Culture Now - Feature event - Wrapping up 

the three day conference, the Art and Culture 
Policy Desk will share its progress on formulat-
ing a National Cultural Policy. The event is also 
designed to field ideas and suggestions on policy 
development. The ACPD hopes to begin a discus-
sion on cultural rights and development using a 
working group, a panel discussion, devised thea-
tre, short workshops and presentations.  

Venue: BMICH  
Date: 10th of November, 2016  
Time: Full day  
Kaleidoscope - Feature event: a program of rare 

cultural performances and rituals by Burgher, 
Malay, Muslim, Kaffirs, and Adivasi communi-
ties.   

Date: 11th of November  
Time: 6 pm to 8pm, 11  
Venue: Green path, Colombo  
Walking Tours – Feature event: “Reflect” con-

sists of a guided walking tour along Galle Road 
(Colpetty - Galle Face Green) and the Pettah 
diversity walk. The tours will be led by well-
known historians, anthropologists and tour guides 
and will be offered in English, Sinhala and Tamil.  

Date: 6th of November  
Venue: Galle Face Green and Pettah  
WINGS academic conference  
The WINGS academic conference will bring 

together scholars, speakers, activists and perform-
ers from Sri Lanka and the international com-
munity represented by Germany, Rwanda, Nepal, 
South Africa and Argentina, to present papers and 
hold panel discussions on the following themes: 
Art of Witness, Art of Connecting and Art of Dis-
sent. The goal of the conference is to explore the 
dynamics of the relationship between the Arts and 
Reconciliation processes and to learn from how 
other societies deal with their own difficult pasts.   

Dates: 7th, 8th and 9th of November  
 Venue: BMICH  
 Time: 9am -5pm  
A Taste of Harmony: Food fair   
Celebrating the flavours of Sri Lanka, ‘A Taste of 

Harmony’ will present diverse cuisines and tradi-
tions in one culinary fair. With over 100 stalls, 
the food fair will feature cuisines from different 
ethnic groups around the country, showcasing 
not only the food but also the diversity of lifestyles 
and beliefs.   

Date: 11th – 13th of November  
Time: 11 am to 10pm  
Venue: Green path, Colombo   

Sri Lanka Development Journal-
ist Forum (SDJF) is pleased to 
announce a photography pro-

gram called ‘IMAGE’, to capacitate 
15 young independent photographers 
on using photography as a tool to 
advocate gender equality and address 
issues affecting women. Gender-sen-
sitive photographs captured by the 

youth will be later displayed in several 
exhibitions.   

The training will be held in Colom-
bo free of charge and it will be con-
ducted in Sinhalese and Tamil lan-
guages simultaneously. Candidates 
who successfully complete the training 
will be awarded certificates.  

Interested young men and women 

(between the ages of 19 -25) are 
encouraged to apply for this training.

Those who wish to apply by e-mail 
can use info@ldjf.org. Applications 
through the post can be sent to, Sri 
Lanka Development Journalist Forum, 
429, 2/1, Nawala Road, Rajagiriya.  

Closing date for the applications is 
October 15th.    

The negation of any firm ethnic identity in 
terms of genetics among any community and 
the outlook that we as a nation are very much 
an ethnic hotchpotch not only dilutes diversity 
to eventual denial of community rights, but 
surreptitiously enforces the colonial perception 
that the natives have no real distinct identities 
among themselves, and that they are merely the 
‘subjugated subjects’ of the empire.  

“Simply Burgher” is what Dionysius asserts as 
the preferred ‘genetic reality’ for the populace of 
this country. The colonial outlook after all would 
surely be to rule us as a people who would not 
have any claims to identity prior to the colonial 
domination over us. Identity bestowed upon 
us by the ‘benign’ colonist is what the text pro-
pounds.  

A review of Fifty-Fifty   

READING  BETWEEN  TONES 
OF  COLONIAL  LAUGHTER   

The director 
- Jaliya Wijewardena    

Scene from the play  

A musical extravaganza ‘Sing 
Along with Annesley & the 
Super Chimes’will be pre-

sented by the Ex Sampath Bankers 
Club on Sunday, 23 October at the 
Grand Monarch, Thalawatugoda, 
commencing 7.00pm.  The proceeds 
of this event will be used for the 
various projects to be undertaken by 
the Ex Sampath Bankers Club. The 
CSR projects to be undertaken by the 
Club will be mainly to support needy 
children in their education, in keep-
ing with the reputation that Sampath 

Bank has for its IT leadership, the 
Club will facilitate IT education by 
upgrading their school computer lab-
oratories with better equipment and 
conducting classes for the students in 
the Technology stream. Conducting 
leadership and other educational and 
skill development programs for these 
needy students is also envisaged. 

The Club has already conducted a 
workshop on Smartphone Photog-
raphy for children as its first CSR 
project. In addition, evening lecture 
/ discussion and networking sessions 
are conducted for its members.

Ex Sampath Bankers Club was 
inaugurated in January 2016 and its 
objectives are to promote fellowship 

and understanding of its members 
and also to undertake projects of a 
charitable nature and/or social value. 
The membership of the Club consists 
of those who have retired or resigned 
from the service of Sampath Bank. 
Among the members are those who 
have tirelessly served Sampath Bank 
as members of the Corporate Man-
agement of the bank as well as those 
who had served in all other ranks 
since its inception in 1987. 

The Sing Along will be an even-
ing to remember for the audience 
with Annesley and his band taking 
them down memory lane with their 
favorites and the best hits of the 60s 
and 70s.

Sing Along with Annesley 
& the Super Chimes

WINGS 2016 – ‘A festival of arts on reconciliation’  

Soon we will have to say goodbye to 2016 and say Hi to the New Year 
2017. We can hardly believe how fast this year has moved and to make 
New Year’s Eve a memorable one, Aubrey Weiman and his band Heat have 
planned for the first time to have a Family Carnival Bash at Excel World. 
Joining in with the music will be DJ Mizam.

New Year’s Eve with the family is something every family will enjoy and 
which should not be missed. Excel World will go all out to make it a truly 
seasonal one, what with snow to make it all exciting and unusual for the 
children. The first 150 children will get vouchers to the games and every 
10 tickets according to Aubrey will get beverages. What’s more the exciting 
prizes will include air tickets, so make sure you are there to enjoy an even-
ing that will be designed for the entire family. A fabulous fireworks show at 
midnight will take your breath away.  

Aubrey Weiman who has been on the Sri Lankan music industry for 
along time, is of the opinion that the present music industry is full of new-
comers. ‘That is good for the industry. The newcomers have to face a lot 
of competition which means they have to work hard. Success does not fall 
into your lap so easily. We, the band Heat, have made a name for ourselves 
through sheer hard work. We are a brand now and we have to ensure the 
brand goes on till we live.   

‘I have news for my fans that come the New Year 2017 the band will be 
in the States and Canada in the month of February 2017 and thereafter we 
fly to Australia for gigs in April and May. With Lady Luck smiling down on 
me, I will be going again to Canada in June 2017. So wish me luck!’  

Aubrey and Heat’s wide repertoire involves a lot of covers of the ’80s hits 
like those from the Bee Gees, CCR, Kool and the Gang to name a few. And 
who doesn’t enjoy their music?   

Happy vibes Aubrey!  

IMAGE photography program  

The Law and Society Trust will 
launch the second edition of the 
book “Leonard Woolf: A British 

Civil Servant as a Judge in the Ham-
bantota District of Colonial Sri Lanka 
(1908-1911)” written by Prabhath de 
Silva, published by Neptune Publica-
tions (Pvt) Ltd. Under the leadership 
of its founder, Dr. Neelan Tiruchel-
vam, the Trust launched the first edi-
tion of this book 20 years ago, and 
now, two decades hence, to have the 

opportunity to launch an improved 
revised second edition.

Mr. de Silva who himself is a former  
district judge, served in many parts 
of the Island. He began his judicial 
career as Magistrate of Tissamaha-
rama in the Hambantota District in 
1992. In that year, he delved into the 
old records of cases Woolf had heard 
as a judge in Hambantota (1908-
1911). 

The writing of this book had been 

stimulated by the fascination Mr.de 
Silva derived from the reading of 
these old case records, Woolf ’s expe-
riences  as a judge recorded in his 
autobiography and official diaries, as 
well as the court scenes portrayed in 
his novel The Village in the Jungle. 

In this second and revised edition, 
Mr.de Silva has also responded to 
recent works on Leonard Woolf and 
his famous novel The Village in the 
Jungle.

Namel Malini Punchi Theatre 
has initiated a monthly pro-
gram of Theatre Discussions 

of Dramas of the past, the present, and 
of the new productions, in all three 
languages, Sinhala, Tamil and English. 

The first of this, program takes 
place on Tuesday 11th of October 
with Dr. Jayalath Manorathne’s new-
est production of Handa Nihanda at 
Namel Malini Punchi Theatre. Appre-

ciation Discussion will be presided 
and moderated by Kuruvta Bandara, 
while Dilshan Boange and Namel 
Weeramuni initiate the discussion. All 
those interested are welcome.  

Namel Malini Punchi Theatre’s aim 
is to encourage the audiences to adopt 
for a good and serious theatre culture; 
and captivate the students of theatre 
curriculums in schools and Univer-
sities to provide a wider and better 

knowledge and education in the field 
of theatre. It’s a pity that only a minute 
proportion of the society realizes that 
theatre is a very serious and disci-
plining mode available in a civilized 
society, which the politicians in our 
country are ignorant and deftly daft. 
Only a few understand that it’s also a 
convincing religious approach which 
can civilize, calm down, and discipline 
the unripe human minds.

Leonard Woolf as a Judge in Ceylon

Monthly Theatre Chat House

An Evening of Theatre Appreciation

by Mahes Perera

by Dilshan Boange

by Husna Inayathullah

New Year’s Heat 
with Aubrey  
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