
In contrast Canada had 
a tough schedule on their 
way towards the tournament 
opener having lost both their 
warm up matches against 
Bangladesh where they lost 
by nine wickets and against 
Pakistan where they went 
down by 89 runs. 

However, this will be Can-
ada’s fourth appearance in a 
World Cup tournament hav-
ing also played in three previ-
ous editions in 1979, 2003 
and 2007 respectively. They 
had their most memorable 
 when they were dis-

missed for 36 runs against Sri 
Lanka in 2003. 

Sri Lankan captain Kumar 
Sangakkara admitted his 
knowledge of Canada is con-
fined to ace batsman John 
Davison, who scored the 
fastest World Cup hundred 
against Bangladesh in 2003 
until Mathew Hayden broke 
his record in 2007. 

“I know Davison, who 
scored the fastest World Cup 
hundred and not too much. 
I don’t think when we go 
to play sides that we haven’t 

played much that we should 
worry because in those games 
it’s all about us, how well we 
do and how well we play our 
cricket,” said Sangakkara.

Sri Lanka - firepower 
to beat Canada

He said that Sri Lanka had 
the firepower to beat Canada, 
adding: “I think we don’t need 
to be negative and we must 
make sure that we beat them 
without problems.”

Canadian captain Ashish 
Bagai admitted his team faces 

a big challenge. “Obviously 
Muralitharan and Malinga 
are the big threats but if we 
can get through a couple of 
their bowlers we have a good 
chance,” said Bagai. 

“It is a new venue, even 
they won’t know what to 
expect, so it’s going to be 
tough for both the team,” said 
Bagai. Consistent rain has 
given little time for the pitch 
to settle down but it is likely 
to help slow bowlers.Besides 
Bagai and Davison, Rizwan 
Cheema and Sri Lankan-born 
Ruvindu Gunasekera lead the 
batting in the 15-man squad, 
which includes players born 
in India, Pakistan and Uganda 
among other nations.

The teams
CANADA (from): Ashish 

Bagai (captain), Harvir Baid-
wan, Rizwan Cheema, Khur-
ram Chohan, John Davison, 
Parath Desai, Tyson Cordon, 
Ruvindu Gunasekera, Amab-
hir Nansara, Nitish Kumar, 
Henry Osinde, Hiran Patel, 
Balaji Rao, Zubin Surkari, 
Karl Whatham. SRI LANKA 
(from): Kumar Sangakkara 
(captain), Mahela Jayawar-
dena, Tillekeratne Dilshan, 
Upul Tharanga, Chamara 
Silva, Chamara Kapugedera, 
Thilan Samaraweera, Angelo 
Mathews, Thisara Perera, 
Nuwan Kulasekera, Dilhara 
Fernando, Lasith Malinga, 
Rangana Herath, Ajantha Men-
dis, Muttiah Muralitharan.
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The first match against Canada today

Sri Lankan Special Task Force (STF) soldiers stand guard near Canada cricketers during training at the Suri-
yawewa Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium in the southern district of Hambantota. The 2011 
Cricket World Cup event takes place in India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.  It started yesterday and goes on till 
April 2 with 14 nations taking part in the marathon six-week tournament. AFP 

Sri Lanka cricketer Tillakaratne Dilshan (R) chats with 

coach Trevor Bayliss (L) during a practice session at the 

Suriyawewa Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Sta-

dium in the southern district of Hambantota on Friday. AFP 

Sri Lankan cricketer 
Mahela Jayawardene 
during training at the 
Suriyawewa Mahinda 
Rajapaksa Interna-
tional Cricket Sta-
dium AFP

Sri Lankan cricketer Muttiah Muralitharan tries out his bol-
wing at Suriyawewa Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket 
Stadium before Sri Lanka’s first match agiasnt Canada. AFP 

Canadian cricketers Rizwan Cheema (R) and Ruvindu Gunas-
ekera run between the wickets during a warm-up match agaisnt 
England. AFP 

 Indian singer Sonu Nigam (right) performs on stage as cricket captains from 
the 14 competing teams including Sri Lanka’s skipper Kumar Sangakkara are 
enthralled at the music when the World Cup Cricket Tournament was officially 
opened on Thursday night at the Bangabandhu Stadium in Dhaka. AFP

Most Popular Schoolboy Cricketer results 
appear on page 31 Voting coupons 
appear on page 30
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