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‘Top’

Australian player Shane 
Watson (R) dives to catch 
the ball as wicketkeeper 
Tim Paine (L) looks on dur-
ing a training session at the 
Sardar Patel Stadium in 
Ahmedabad yesterday. Aus-
tralia are set to face Zimba-
bwe in a World Cup match 
on February 21. AFP

Sri Lankan paceman Lasith Malinga is bare-bodied as he delivers a ball at the Mahinda Raj-
apaksa International Cricket Stadium in Suriyawewa. Sri Lanka are playing a match for the first 
time at this stadium against Canada at this stadium today. AFP

by Kuldip Lal 

WORLD CUP 
CRICKET: DHAKA, 
Feb 19, (AFP) - World 
Cup contenders are 
set for a financial 
bonanza with a record 
prize money of eight 
million dollars on 
offer for cricket’s lat-
est showpiece event.

It marks a rise of 
three million dollars 
from the previous 
2007 World Cup in 
the Caribbean, which 
itself was a five-fold 
increase from the 
1999 edition in Eng-
land.

The World Cup has 
come a long way since 
it was first held in 

England in 1975 with 
eight teams contest-
ing just 15 matches 
over five playing days.

Clive Lloyd’s West 
Indians earned 4,000 
pounds for winning 
the inaugural tourna-
ment, and took home 
10,000 pounds after 
retaining the World 
Cup four years later.

When Australia 
won their third suc-
cessive title in the 
Caribbean in 2007, 
they carried home 2.2 
million dollars, while 
losing finalists Sri 
Lanka pocketed a cool 
one million dollars. 
When the champions 
of the 43-day, 2011 
edition are crowned 

one-day kings at the 
Wankhede stadium in 
Mumbai on April 2, 
they will receive 3.25 
million dollars for 
their efforts.

The losing team can 
console itself with 1.5 
million dollars. With 
an additional 30,000 
dollars kept aside for 
the winners of each 
first round match, the 
champions stand to 
gain another 180,000 
dollars if they win all 
their six preliminary 
games. 

The two losing 
semi-finalists will take 
home 500,000 dollars 
each, while teams that 
are knocked out in the 
quarter-final stage will 

get 250,000 dollars 
each.The prize money 
does not include the 
share of the profits the 
International Cricket 
Council dishes out to 
all the 14 participating 
teams from its joint rev-
enue pool.

Financial             
bonanza for all
The financial bonan-

za for the February 
17-April 2 event should 
not surprise anyone.

India, co-hosts of the 
six-week tournament 
with Bangladesh and 
Sri Lanka, are regarded 
as cricket’s financial 
powerhouse generating 
nearly 70 percent of the 
sport’s world revenues.

Never-before riches for World 
Cup hopefuls -  Champs get 
3.25 million dollars 
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