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The day Sri Lanka Cricket hit peak form...
THE OBSERVER March 18th 1996Flashback

Celebration time... Sri Lanka skipper Arjuna Ranatunga and Vice captain Aravinda De Silva hug each other and other team members led by Muttiah 
Muralithan display their joy when Sri Lanka beat Australia by 7 wickets to win the World Cup at the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore on that memorable night 
-  March 17, 1996

CRICKET: Centuries from 
opener Kithruwan Withan-
age, Malintha Gajanyake and 
Nisal Randhika helped CCC 
snatch a close first innings 
lead over SSC on the sec-
ond day of their SLC Pre-
mier League Tier ‘A’ cricket 
tournament match which 
continued at Maitland Place 
yesterday.

SSC: 451.
CCC: 484 for 6 (D. 

Ranaweera 24, K. Withanage 
105, M. Gajanayake 110, S. 
Pathirana 47, T. Mendis 47, 
N. Randhika 119 n.o, S. Wick-
rema 3 for 117).

Bloomfield set for 
victory

 Bloomfield put up a splen-
did performance on the field 

by Chris Dhambarage 
reporting from Hambanthota

CRICKET: Legendary off 
spinner Muttiah Muralith-
aran will be chasing another 
milestone when Sri Lanka 
starts their campaign for the 
ICC 2011 Cricket World Cup 
with a match against Canada 
at the Mahinda Rajapaksa 
International Cricket Stadi-
um in Hambanthota under 

lights today.  The 38-year-old 
champion off spinner needs 
only three more wickets to 
overcome Wasim Akram’s 
total of 55 ICC Cricket World 
Cup wickets and to move 
into the second place behind 
only Glen McGrath who has 
71. 

Muralitharan in fact is the 
world record holder in both 
Tests (800) and One Day 

Internationals (519) and will 
be making his fifth appear-
ance in an ICC Cricket World 
Cup tournament. 

In the 2007 World Cup edi-
tion staged in the Caribbean 
Muralitharan had a great 
amount of success where 
he was the second highest 
wicket taker with a total of 
23 wickets from ten outings. 

Meanwhile dashing open-

ing batsman Tillekeratne 
Dilshan is also on the verge 
of achieving a personal mile-
stone during Sri Lanka’s 
curtain raiser match against 
Canada today. The 34-year-
old explosive right-hander is 
just 44 runs short of com-
pleting 5,000 runs in One 
Day Internationals for his 
country and to join a select 
band of cricketers. He has an 

aggregate of 4956 runs at the 
moment from 194 matches 
at an average of 35.14 and a 
strike rate of 87.23.

Dilshan who made his 
One Day International debut 
against Zimbabwe in 1999 at 
Bulawayo has so far scored 
eight centuries and 20 half 
centuries with a highest 
score of 160 against India at 
Rajkot.

Murali looking for 
another milestone

Kithruwan, 
Malintha crack 
centuries

Dilwin Mendis, 
Moratuwa Sports Corr.

St. Sebastians’ College, 
Moratuwa drew with Ananda 
College, Colombo in their 
inter-school under-19 cricket 
match played at Moratuwa.

Anandians who resumed 
day two at 181 for 9 in reply 
to S

Joes retain Murali-Vaas 
Trophy

nBrilliant 105 by Antonian skipper Hiran Wickremasekera
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