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President Mahinda Rajapaksa paid a courtesy call on the ailing Ven. Harispattuwe Ariyawansalankara 
Thera and offered atapirikara

World Indigenous Day was celebrated recently. Here President Rajapaksa being welcomed by the Veddha Chief 
Uruwarige Wannila Aththo at the ceremony.

President Rajapaksa hosted Iftar for diplomats of Islamic countries at the President's House recently. The guests included Ambassadors 
and High Commissioners and their family members. Here the President poses for a group photograph with them.

President Rajapaksa presents a laptop to a differently-abled student Kisani Kalhari of Polpithigama 
National School when she met him at Temple Trees.

President Rajapaksa inspects the proposed site for the domestic airport in Kandy.

The President speaks to a student from Vaddukodai Hindu Vidya-
layam, Jaffna who visited Temple Trees while on an educational 
trip to Colombo.

Supreme Court Judge Shirani Thillakawardena was sworn in as acting Chief Justice before 
President Rajapaksa at Temple Trees recently.

Hailing from the hamlet of Kok-
kuvil in Jaffna S. Thavarasa 
went through the mill of poli-

tics from the age of 18 on behalf of 
the Tamil community since 1970s. He 
closely associated with Douglas Deva-
nanda from the date he formed ENDLF 
and later the Eelam People’s Democratic 
Party. As a member of the EPDP he first 
contested the 1994 general election and 
got the chance of becoming a MP. Sub-
sequently he also represented the fourth 
Parliament from 2000 to 2001. A finan-
cial advisor by profession Thavarasa 
acted as an advisor to Minister Douglas 
Devananda during the past few years. 

He has now been nominated as the 
lead candidate of the ruling UPFA can-
didates in the Jaffna district. The Sun-
day Observer interviewed him about 
his candidacy and the prospects of the 
UPFA in Jaffna at the forthcoming Pro-
vincial Council elections.

 
Following are the excerpts of the 

interview had with S. Thavarasa:

Question: Prior to the announce-
ment of Northern Provincial Council 
elections Minister Douglas Devana-
nda expressed his willingness to con-
test the Provincial Council elections 
from the North. Now you have been 
nominated as the lead candidate of 
the UPFA in the Jaffna district. How 
do you feel it?

Answer: It makes no difference 
whether Minister Douglas Devananda 
is contesting or me contesting the elec-
tion. Actually I will hundred percent 
carry out the policies of Minister Deva-
nanda if we get a chance to run the 
Council. 

There is no difference between 
his policies or the things I am doing. 
This will be exactly the same situation 
whether Minister Devananda contest-
ing or me contesting. If there is a pos-
sibility to win the election and if there 
is no legal barrier we don’t mind giving 
him the chance of becoming the Chief 
Minister. 

There is no problem who will be 
the Chief Minister the problem will be 
which party will come first.

Q: As a Tamil political party which 
has considerable experience in the 
democratic politics how do you see 
this election for the Northern Provin-
cial Council elections? Do you think it 
would be a free and fair one?

A: In fact before 2009 we had difficult 
times. I contested the 2004 election and 
that election was rigged by the LTTE for 
the TNA. If you refer to the PAFFREL 
and CMEV reports of that time they 
very categorically stated that elections 
were rigged in the North. 

But after 2009 we have had four elec-
tions but we can categorise it as three 
elections, General elections, Presiden-
tial elections, and the Local Govern-
ment elections. All those elections were 
comparatively free and fair. 

You can’t expect things to happen 
hundred percent perfect. But compare 
to the Asian standards of the elections 
they were free and fair. 

Even compared to the elections that 
was held in South it was more free and 
fair. So we hope this election will also be 
a free and fair one.

Q: This is the first time elections are 
being held for Northern Provincial 
Council after the de-merger of the 
North Eastern Province. As a political 
party which has been advocating for 
the full implementation of the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitution, how 
do you view this situation?

A: Although there was a elected body 
soon after the 1987 Indo-Lanka Peace 
Accord and after the 13th Amendment 
to the 1978 constitution was passed in 
the Parliament, at that time elections 
were held under difficult conditions. 
We cannot call it a free and fair election. 
Even the elected Provincial administra-
tion had to carry out their duties under 
very difficult circumstances. 

But this is the first time people of the 
North have got the opportunity to elect 
their representatives to administer the 
Provincial Council in a free and fair 
manner. 

Therefore, I think this is an oppor-
tunity for the people in the North to 
make use of that opportunity to elect 
their own administration. Provincial 
Council system itself is an outcome of 
the suffering of the people and due to 
the the sacrifices of the people particu-
larly in the North. 

Our party has been insisting dur-
ing President Premadasa’s time that 
there should be a political authority, 
whether it is elected or appointed for 
the North Eastern province and now 

the Northern province. Now, after 25 
years of Provincial Council came into 
being, I think, that is going to happen 
by September 21 and people would 
definitely chose best group to adminis-
ter the Council.

Q: The EPDP is getting the chance 
of representing the UPFA the ruling 
party of the country in the North as 
you are getting majority number of 
nominations in Jaffna and as a whole 
in the North. So how are you going to 
make use of this opportunity?

A: In the Jaffna district 16 candi-
dates to be elected and 19 nominations 
have to be submitted. 

Of the 19 the EPDP has been given 
10 names. Even in Kilinochchi we have 
got four nominations. So we have been 
given fair number of nominations. We 
have been given fair share in the nomi-
nations. 

Q: As the EPDP are you happy with 
the number of nominations given to 
the party?

A: We are happy with the number 
we have been given.

Q: No regrets?
A: If we were given we would have 

been happy. But we are prepared to 
manage with what have been offered 
to us.

Q: What are the prospects for the 
EPDP and as a whole for the UPFA to 
win the Northern Provincial Council 
elections since this is a big challenge 
for the Government?

A: It is a very big challenge. We accept 
that. We are working hard to win the 
election because it is a good opportuni-
ty as Provincial Council system is a out-
come of the sufferings of the so many 

political groups and democratic parties. 
We have good chance because our main 
opponent has not come through the 
political process. On the other hand we 
are the best option for the people in the 
North as we are having good rapport 
with the Government to solve any issue 
affecting the people in the North. By 
electing a party protesting against the 
Government and taking problems in 
the North to India and US they cannot 
expect solutions for their problems. So 
we have the better chance of winning 
the elections as people have realised 
that only having a good rapport with 
the ruling party only they can get their 
things done.

Q: How do you weigh the Chief 
Ministerial candidate of the TNA?

A: Their lead candidate has been 
there in a top Government position as 
a Supreme Court judge. But my opinion 
is that he is like a drop of milk which 
has fallen into a pot of venom. Even a 
drop of milk gets diluted and turns into 
venom when it falls into a pot of venom. 

I respect his calibre. But this is a 
political system wherein he and I have 
come to the political system. 

A person like Senathiraja has come 
through the political system undergoing 
all the difficulties in political life. From 
the age 18 I have come through this sys-
tem. But our main opponent candidate 
had not come through that process. 

He is a person come through a dif-
ferent course and trying to come to this 
system. So I think that people will defi-
nitely identify that difference. Because 
whoever come to power or whoever 
trying to come to power for the Provin-
cial Administration should be a person 
who had come through this process.

Q:How do you think the people 
in the North will benefit by electing 
EPDP members to the Council when 
considering the ongoing debate on the 
13th Amendment to the Constitution?

A: We are the best option for the 
Tamil people to implement the 13th 
Amendment. 

We are the only party out of the 
parties contesting having very good 
rapport with the Government and we 
are a constituent party of the UPFA. 
President has told in many interviews 
that if Douglas comes to power he 
doesn’t mind giving him Police and 
Land power.

 I think he has repeated it in many 
interviews. According to my interpreta-
tion he doesn’t mean that it is a particu-
lar person Douglas. He means a person 

who is having the qualities of Douglas 
or a quality to go along with the Gov-
ernment policy. I think this is what his 
Excellency the President has meant. So 
we all have that qualities. We don’t cry 
and complain to Obama or you won’t go 
and complain to Dr. Manmohan Singh 
against the Government. We negotiate 
with them. We don’t complain and we 
don’t make it a political issue. 

There are lot of issues to be resolved. 
We talk to the government. This is the 
best opportunity for the people in the 
North if they elect us as their repre-
sentatives in the Northern Provincial 
Council. We can do lot of things. We are 
the only party which can implement the 
13th Amendment. 

Q: What do you think the people 
in the North are expecting from you 
basically from the Government is it 
the development or the political free-
dom?

A: I will take the development 
first. Actually I think to the best of 
my knowledge this government after 
defeating the LTTE had done enormous 
development activities in the North. 
From 2009 May approximately Rs. 30 
billion has been spent on Jaffna district 
and similar amount on Mullaitivu and 
about 25 to 26 billion to Kilinochchi 
and Mullaitivu etc. 

Recently the President came to Kilin-
ochchi to open the A 9 road and after 
his speech somebody raise the question 
and said His Excellency you have done 
all the main roads, but you come inte-
rior and see the conditions of the roads. 
To which the President replied that he 
has done whatever he can do, the rest I 
left for the Provincial government to do. 

Coming into political rights I would 
say even to have their political rights 
they have to live. 

Then only they can enjoy the rights. 
Without basic conditions to live, with-
out development without all these activ-
ities without the means of livelihood 
there is no point of talking about the 
rights. We have been telling that we 
have suffered lot, we lost lot and our 
economy has gone down, our educa-
tional standard has gone down. We have 
to bring the glorious past. That is the 
need of today. 

The world is developing very fast in 
education and knowledge. Our commu-
nities are deprived of all these oppor-
tunities all those time. So I think that 
is what the people in the North need 
urgently rather than talking about polit-
ical freedom.

Continued on page 13

UPFA upbeat about winning Jaffna election

S. Thavarasa
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