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Entertainment
Diary

Sunday, March 27
Shilpa Kala – BMICH – 10 a.m.
Life Style Fair 2016 – BMICH – 10 a.m. 
Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
Heat – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Los Paradians - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Out of Time – Curve – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 

Monday, March 28
Easter Cantata – choir of the Cathedral of Christ the 
living Saviour – 6.30 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Heat – Kingsbar – 8 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m

Tuesday, March 29
Le Capital – Alliance Francaise, Colombo – 3 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse – Curry Leaf – Hilton – 7 p.m. 
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Gihan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 30
Le Capital – Alliance Francaise Colombo – 6.30 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Suranga Rajapakse - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
C & C – Kings Bar – 8 p.m.
Aubrey & Heat – The Keg – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 

Thursday, March 31
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
C & C – Shore by 0 – 8 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Shasika & Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Annesley – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 

Friday, April 1
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Shasika + Upul – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
Three Play - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Train – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ En Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Aubrey & Heat – The Keg – 8 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Saturday, April 2
The Gift of Love – KMC Auditorium – Colombo 3
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Aubrey & Heat – Cinnamon Grand Breeze Bar – 7 p.m. 
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Duraraij – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Mignonne, Maxi & Suraj Trio - Dance for your Supper, 
California Grill- 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Los Paradians – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Sheridan – Kingsbar – 8 p.m. 
Sing-a-long with Heat – BMICH Banquet Hall – 8 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
Yohan and Honorine – Tsing Tao – 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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‘Write to Reconcile’ prepares for

Anthology 3

‘Write to Reconcile’, a free creative 
writing programme with an 
emphasis on reconciliation, will 

begin its third year on March 29 
with some exciting new changes: an 
emphasis on post war themes and 
also greater Diaspora involvement. 
In addition, the award-winning 
writer, Nayomi Munaweera, will 
join the Project Director, the 
internationally renowned Sri 
Lankan author, Shyam Selvadurai, 
to form the creative team behind 
the Project.

‘Write to Reconcile’ was 
inaugurated in 2012 by Shyam 
Selvadurai. This innovative writing 
project, conducted in English, 
brings together emerging writers 
from Sri Lanka and the Sri Lankan 
Diaspora, between the ages of 18 to 
29, as well as Sri Lankan teachers 
and professors, who are interested 
in writing fiction, memoir or poetry 
on the issues of conflict, peace, 
reconciliation, memory and trauma, 
as they relate to Sri Lanka, with an 
emphasis on the period after the 
war. 

The entire program is free, all 
expenses of the participants are 
met by the organisation. Only 25 
participants in total will be selected.

Over the course of a week- long 
residential workshop (optional for 
members of the Diaspora) and two 
3-week online forums, participants 
will learn the craft of writing and 
produce work that addresses the 
themes of the project. 

The work produced by the 
participants will be published in 
the ‘Write to Reconcile’ Anthology 
3 and distributed free island-wide, 

as well as internationally, through 
an online version. The previous two 
anthologies can be read at www.
writetoreconcile.com

The project is funded by the 
American Centre. This is the third 
year the American Centre has been a 
sponsor of the program. 

“The US Embassy strongly supports 
important initiatives like ‘Write 
to Reconcile’ to open the dialogue 
on reconciliation and bridge the 
experiences of different communities 
in Sri Lanka,” said Nicole Chulick, 
Public Affairs Counsellor at the 
US Embassy. For the third year as 
well, the Project enjoys a fruitful 
relationship with the National Peace 
Council, under whose auspices the 
Project is undertaken. 

Speaking of the ongoing 
partnership, the Council’s Executive 
Director, Dr. Jehan Perera, said 
“Working together with Shyam 
Selvadurai brings an extra dimension 
of arts and culture into NPC’s 
portfolio of activities that address 
the heart as well as the head. The 
two anthologies our partnership 
has produced are very well received 
by those who wish to gain a deeper 
insight into Sri Lanka’s transitional 
process.”

The project’s outcome for 2016 will 
be focussed more on creative pieces 
that reflect the post-war situation 
with particular emphasis on the 
border villages and the Vanni. Shyam 
Selvadurai, commenting on this new 
focus said, “Post-war themes, as 
well as pieces on the border villages 
and the Vanni were in short supply 

in the previous anthologies. So I 
am keen the next anthology have 
stories and poems about this.” 
Two other important points of 
view that Selvadurai hopes to see 
in the upcoming anthology are the 
experience of the Diaspora and the 
LTTE, both of which were in short 
supply in previous anthologies. To 
try and source Diasporic stories, 
Selvadurai has instituted a structural 
innovation to ‘Write to Reconcile 
2016’: There will be between 5-10 
places for participants from the 
Diaspora, who will only participate 
online and don’t need to attend 
the residential workshop. “It is 
important to get their point of view 
too. They were key players in the 
war and should also be part of post-
war reconciliation.” 

In keeping with the recent 
positive developments in Sri Lanka 
towards building harmony and 
equal justice for and between all 
communities, the theme of the new 
instalment of ‘Write to Reconcile’ 
will be ‘Looking Back, Moving 
Forwards’. The call for applications 
goes out on March 29. Anyone 
interested in participating can join 
the Project’s Facebook page or 
send an email to writetoreconcile@
gmail.com and ask to be put 
on the mailing list to receive an 
application. Applications can 
also be downloaded at www.
writetoreconcile.com.

Young theatre 
practitioners Dinesh 

Sandaruwan and 
Sudesha Lakmali staged 

their Sinhala rendition 
of Spanish playwright 

Federico Garcia-Lorca’s 
Blood Wedding titled 

Niyangala Premaya  at Tower 
Hall on March 14. The title 
proved to be an interesting 
interpretation of the Spanish 
play and very much indicative of 
a localised image device to speak 
of how love can become deadly. 
Niyangala after all is a poisonous 
root with a beautiful flower 
well known to Sri Lankan 
sensibilities, and hence  the 
title speaks of how the roots 
of passion can be lethally 
toxic though the outward 
manifestation of it can 
be captivating. The play 
speak of how unbridled 

passions though however 
much adventurous and 

romantic they may 
seem, can lead to 

despair. Pride, 
love, lust and 

bloodshed 
seem to 

be the 

themes that define the course 
of events and their outcomes in 
this Spanish story, which was 
presented by an amateur cast of 
actors whose performance was 
fairly appreciable.
 A minimalist set defined its 
stagecraft with some eye catching 
costumes and lighting effects. The 
Sinhala dialogue was a curious 
mixture of both literary stylistic 
parlance and colloquial speech. 
The theatricality of performance 
however, seemed to befit the 

scheme 

of variance in Sinhala lingual 
stratification in the text of 
the play. As an amateur 
production Niyangala 
Premaya shows the 
potential of talents in 
both actors and the 
directorial vision 
behind it. 

Niyangala Premaya

When love 
turns deadly

Rutter’s Requiem
by The Colombo Philharmonic 
Choir on April 3

The Colombo 
Philharmonic Choir, one of 
the oldest performing choral 
groups in the country, 
will present John Rutter’s 
‘Requiem’ at St. Andrew's 
Scots Kirk, Galle Road, 
Colombo 3, on Sunday, 
April 3. This is the first 
time the ‘Requiem’ is being 
performed in Sri Lanka. 

The version being 
performed by the Colombo 
Philharmonic Choir 
is for choir, organ and 
instrumental ensemble 
comprising Flute, Oboe, 
Horn, Cello, Timpani, 
Glockenspiel and 
Synthesised Harp. Denham 

Pereira, Director of Music, 
St. Andrew’s Scots Kirk 
will be the organist, while 
the featured soloist will be 
renowned Soprano, Anagi 
Perera. The performance 
will be directed by Manilal 
Weerakoon.

The ‘Requiem’ was 
completed by Rutter (b. 
1945) in 1985 and is one 
of his more advanced 
works. This work is still 
performed regularly across 
the world, and is widely 
recognised as one of the 
most popular compositions 
of the last thirty years. It 
was created on the death 
of Rutter’s father, and is 

indebted to Gabriel Fauré's sole 
contribution to that same genre. 

Sometimes mournful, at other 
times gently consoling, the work 
displays Rutter’s skillful use of 
turbulent harmonic changes 
and typically lyrical melodic 
lines in vividly depicting the 
transition from a desperate 
search for rest, to the hope of 
eternal peace. Traditional in its 

inspiration, the selection of the 
common liturgical Latin text in 
Rutter’s Requiem is broadened 
by the incorporation of relevant 
biblical texts, including English 
translations of Psalms 23 and 
130. 

 The performance will take 
place at 7 p.m. and entrance will 
be by Program, which will be 
available at the door.  

Clayderman at the 
Nelum Pokuna
Richard Clayderman, classical 

pianist, best-selling record 
artiste and concert performer 
dubbed the ‘most successful 

French Act’, is set to perform at the 
Nelum Pokuna on April 8 2016. The 

concert dubbed ‘a real spectacular’ is 
being organised by Hussain Shirufaz 
of Helix Krest Holdings (Pvt) Ltd. 

Having recorded over 1,300 
melodies, creating a new romantic 
style through a repertoire, which 
combines his trademark originals 
with classics and pop standards, 
Clayderman has devoted much of 
his time performing concerts. Since 
2006 he has achieved 267 gold and 
70 platinum albums, notching record 
sale numbering approximately 150 
million.  

Noted by the Guinness Book of 
World Records as ‘the most successful 
pianist in the world’, Clayderman 
was dubbed ‘The Prince of Romance’ 
by Nancy Reagan. Popular in Asia, 
Clayderman says he loves performing 
live on stage, as he receives the 
opportunity to gain direct contact 
with his audience. “In concert, with 
my 10 musicians or a symphony 
orchestra, I like to mix different 
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tempos, rhythms and styles to evoke 
all kinds of emotions,” he says.

Clayderman’s international success 
has resulted in a punishing tour 
schedule which, in the past, has seen 
him play as many as 200 concerts in 
just 250 days spent outside France. 

Event Partners of the Clayderman 
concert are Yamaha Music and 
Hotel Hilton Colombo, whilst Media 

Sponsors are Legends, Yes 
FM and TV1. 

The event is managed by Beats 
International with Cogent as the 
advertising partner. Tickets will be 
available at Yamaha Music Centre, 
Hilton Colombo and Nelum 
Pokuna. 

by Dilshan Boange 

by Dilshan Boange 

DRAMA  R
EVIEW

by Mahes Perera

Perseverance Ballet presented by Sri Lanka 
Army’s Battle Injured War Heroes

Incredible!

nalaka
New Stamp


